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Dear Friends,
A letter from the Co-Editors in Chief of LAMBDA

This past school year has brought a tremendous amount of change to our country. 
At its beginning, when we were just first realizing the amazing import of the iMwrence v. 
Texas “sodomy” ruling, we were happily surprised again with the ruling of Massachu
setts’s highest court. They ruled that marriage equality is the right of all couples - dif
ferent-gender as well as same-gender. And just when we thought things would settie 
down, one homophobic State of the Union address prompted a young. Catholic mayor 
in San Francisco to declare that it was his constitutional duty to grant marriage licenses

to same-gender couples. Nearly 4,000 same-gender 
marriages later, a chain of events has begun that 
cannot be stopped. This singular courageous act of 
one man will go down in history as a highlight of 
the civil rights movement for LGBTIQ citizens.

Around the same time that all this was happen
ing, students on this campus organized to write and 
plan for the first issue of LAMBDA since 2001. Af
ter this brief hiatus of just over three years, a new 
and enthusiastic staff produced an issue that fol
lowed neatly in the line of LAMBDA’S 28-year tradi
tion. LAMBDA boasted a color cover, an enhanced 

layout and 12 articles that had the campus talking about everything from same-gender 
marriage developments to UNC’s new Program in Sexuality Studies.

The staff was united behind the vision of what LAMBDA could be: a progressive 
outlet for news, analysis, opinion and dialogue. We felt strongly that to be LGBTIQ- 
affirming meant also being feminist, anti-racist and historically conscious. We continue 
to be united in our pursuit of social justice for all people. And this pursuit begins right 
here on campus.

As Alex Ferrando, one of the new co-chairpersons of the GLBT-SA, intimates in 
his interview with us on page 10, two pressing debates exist on this campus right now. 
the University’s poor sexual orientation policy publicity and the University s inadequate 
response to homophobia in the classroom.

You’ll notice that this issue has two covers. This was done to bring special attention 
to both of these pressing matters. But besides these, this issue of LAMBDA reports 
on everything from the highly successful drag show to our tangles with other campus 
publications.

LAMBDA has been and always will be a point from which to begin conversations about 
LGBTIQ issues. So we hope you will take what you read on the following pages and 
respond — to the campus community, to your cotnmunity and to us (lambda@unc.edu). 
We and the world look forward to hearing from you. And if you truly want to effect 
change through the written word, LAMBDA is always looking for dedicated wnters
and staff - •

In the meantime, we wish you peace.

Jermaine Landon Caldwell and Douglas Jeremy Jerome Dukeman 
Co-Editors in Chief

‘We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily gven by the oppressor;

it must he demanded by the oppressed. ”

— Dr. Martin iTuther King, Jr.

“Letterfrom a Birmingham Jail, "April 16, 1963
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Mission
LAMBDA IS UNC-Chapf.i. Hii-i.’s Lfsiman-, 

Gay-, Bisexual-, Transoender-, 

Intersex- and Queer-affirminc: pubi.ication, 

providing a PROC'.RESSIVE OUTI.ET FOR NEW S, 

ANALYSIS, OPINION AND DIALOCJUE. As SUCH, 

W’E ARE INHERF.NTLY COMMITTED TO A FEMINIST, 

ANTI-RACIST AND MIST0R1C:ALLY CONSCIOUS 

PERSPECTIVE IN PURSUIT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR
i A

ALL PEOPLE.

LAMBDA is a project of the Gay, Lesbian, ,

Bisexual, Transgender - Straight Alliance

This publication is funded at least in part 
by student fees, which were appropriated and 
dispensed by the Student Government at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

LAMBDA is printed in Benson, N,C. by 
Benson News Printing. Three thousand cop
ies were printed at a cost of $0.16 per copy.
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