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S ( ! U I I ’T U K K  V E R S E

H o w  b ea u t i fu l  ui)on the m o u n ta in s  are tlie  feet  o f  
him  th a t  br ingeth  good t id ings ,  that ])ublisheth p eace!

T s a i a h  52:78 .

Be T h a n h s  Givintf
Kven thou gh moat o f  the  n a t io n s  o f  the w orld  today  

are at war, y e t  A m ericana  y>auae in  the  m idst  o f  th is  
tu rm oil  to g iv e  thanka to God.

Y e a r s  ago the  I’u r itan  F athers paused in the m idst  
of se t t l in g  a new la n d  to off(T than ks to ( io d .  T h e y  
wore th a n k fu l  for  th is  new land in  w li ich  they  hoped  
to find ]>eace and freedom  and therefore  hap])inesa. 
T h e y  were sea rch in g  for  freedom  o f  w orsh ip ,  freedom  
o f  speech , freedom  o f  press, freedom  from  fear. In  
the ir  dejtires they  were not un lik e  gen era t io n s  before  
them , but perhaps th ey  w(?re more d a r in g  and jwrsistent  
than a n y  before them. Men for ages had been search ing  
for  freedom . For tliese precious freedom s the  first 
A m ericana  had to fight. And tiirough the ir  brave efforts 
a dem ocratic  n a t io n  waa established witl i  the ideal o f  
freedom  for  all.  T o d a y  like other g enerat ions  o f  true  
A m erica n s  the n a t io n  is seek ing  to preserve these  
r ights  —  r ights  that  m en have  fo u g h t  for  through the  
ages— rights  th a t  are dearer than  l ife .  S u re ly  there  
is cause  for  nationa l  and in d iv id u a l  th a n k s g iv in g  even  
in  th is  t im e  o f  w a r :  W e arc part o f  a great dem ocracy  
that has show ered u n ique  b lessings upon ns. Let û  
than k  (Jod for  all o f  these. Y es,  let  ua thank H im  even  
though th is  T hank.sg iy ing  is a d ifferent T h a n k sg iv in g .

N a t io n s  arc at w a r  w ith  nations .  M a n  is f ighting  
m an. M en o f  A m erica  stand w ith ,  or aga inst ,  other  
m en on the  battle fronts  o f  the  world. S o m e  m a y  h a rd ly  
have  t im e to rem em ber th a t  T h a n k s g iv in g  ia here. Y et  
let ua be th a n k fu l  for  the w o r th y  ideals  for  w h ich  they  
are f ighting.  Ixit tis, then, at th is  spec ia l  season be in  
a deepened sense— thanks g iv in g .

H o n e s ty  Is  M o re  Than th e  
B e s t  P o l i c y

F o r  several y ea rs  now  L ou isburg  C ollege has offered  
s tu dents  u service  scholar-ahip to help  them  m eet col ­
lege  expenses. T h o u g h  there is a su perv isor  o f  a ll  such  
work, it  should  never  be necessary for  a check to be 
m ade  on the  hone.sty o f  the s tn dent  in h is  work nor  his  
tru th fu ln ess  in rejM)rting h is  t im e  at work.

I t  should not, how ever,  l)o necessary  for  the w ork  to  
be su perv ised  bo  c losely . B o y s  and g ir ls  old enough  to  
enter  college  should  possess the  traits  o f  character  th a t  
w ould  q u a l i fy  them  for resjx)nsibiHty in an honorable  
m a n n er .  T h e  task to be done  should  be faced  w ith  
u n d ers ta n d in g  and w ith  the d e term ination  to  m ake  the  
best o f  the o p p o r tu n ity  and to do the task  in as  effi­
c ien t  a  m ann er  as {K>ssible.

S l iou ld  n ot  each student on a service  scho larsh ip  ask  
h im se l f  w hether  he has ye t  learned th is  sense  o f  honor ­
able respons ib i l i ty  in h is  ass igned tasks. S o m e  seem  
w il l in g  to accept an hou r’s credit  for  work that has  
h a r d ly  taken an  o u n ce  o f  real energy.

C erta in ly ,  g iv in g  honest  m easure  to  others w il l  pa y  
double  d iv idend s,  g iv in g  to the task an honest  m easure  
and q u a l ity  o f  f lcn’iee and g iv in g  to the stu dent  h im ­
se l f  the  sa t is fa c t io n  o f  w ork  well done. O n ly  in th is  
w a y  can the system  o f  stu dent  se lf -he lp  honor  an y  col­
lege  or a n y  student who accepts such help.

S a lu te  to  A lu m n i  in S e r v ic e
T o  form er  boys o f  L o u isburg  C ollege n o w  in service  

th is  issue o f  C o l u m n s  is  dedicated . I n  form er  years  
the.se boys were carefree  y o u th s  on the college c a m p u s ; 
today  th ey  are m en  g iv in g  them.selves in serv ice  to  
protect  the r igh ts  and freedom s o f  a ll  peoples.  M a n y  
o f  them —

. . took the kh ak i and the  gun  
I  In stea d  o f  cap  and g o w n .”
I B y  those s t i l l  e n jo y in g  the  college p r iv ileges  that  
I  are being denied these  m en  in service  o n ly  one just  

tr ibute  can be pa id — a tr ibute  o f  n e w  devotion and  
d edicat ion  to those  h ig h  and noble  va lues o f  l i f e  th a t  
m ake a c iv i l iza t io n  worth f igh ting  for. B e h in d  the  
f igh t ing  l in es  battles  o f  fa r  greater  seriousness can  
be lost or won than a n y  fo u g h t  on the  field o f  battle—  
the battles to estab lish  lo y a lty ,  unselfishness, truth ,  
and honor. I t  is these  battles for  character  va lues that  
students  st i l l  on college  cam puses  can dedicate  th e m ­
selves to  fight, and it  is  such battles that w il l  best  
honor those in service.

Grouping P a in s
O ne quarter o f  the  college  y e a r  has passed. S tudents ,  

e spec ia l ly  first-year students,  h a v e  gone  through  a step  
o f  rea lization  d u r in g  the past  few  we<*ks— realization  
by som e students  o f  jus t  how  l i t t le  they  ha v e  been 
doing. N o  doubt ideas have  changed since  the b eg in ­
n ing  o f  the school term ;  th a t  is, it  is now' realized by  
a larger  num ber than  before perha[)s that  there exist.« 
on the cam pus,  not a p layh ouse  but an educational  
in st itu t ion .

S o m e  stu dents  ha v e  been d isap po in ted  in the  first 
half-sem ester  reports for  the  s im p le  reason that m a n y  
grades are su rp r is in g ly  d ifferent from  h igh  school  
gi’adea. S in ce  som e o f  these  stages o f  rea l iza t ion  have  
passed, it  has l>ecome an ev id en t  fac t  that greater  effort  
m ust be exerted to obta in  a grade  in college  than was  
exerted in h igh  school to m atch  that sam e grade. The  
])oint o f  v iew  has en larged  grea t ly  by th is  tim e.

A bout five w'eeks rem a in  in thia semester. H er e  is a 
ch a llenge  to all to use  these weeks to creditable  a d v a n ­
tage and b r in g  these  firat reporta up by  the ])roceas o f  
m ore concentrated  and m ore prolonged study.

Stndent Interlndes
A TRIP TO ORAIS

A  balk in g  don key  in  a crow d ­
ed s t r e e t ; c la n g in g ,  filled street  
cars;  fly-covered custard and dates,  
sold to  h u ngry  n a t ives  as o ur  “ pea ­
nuts, popcorn, and ca n d ies” ; h u n ­
dreds o f  sm all  .shoe-shine boys w ith  
the ir  l im ited ,  d ir ty  E n g l i sh  : “ * ! ?— * 
i t— . L e t’s go  so ldier— shin e  !” A  fe w  
modern stores;  the reckless hacks  
and cabs and the ir  narrow  m isses;  
flies and st i l l  m ore fl ies;  a m a d ly  
h a p p y  F ren ch  soldier  te l l in g  us  in  
excited  F re n c h  th a t  I t a ly  had just  
su rr e n d e r ed ; a cool bookshop with  
alm ost e m p ty  shelves where I Iwught  
a book; hundreds o f  allied posters  
upon the  w a l ls ;  the b ea u t i fu l  Opera  
b u ild in g ;  two sm all  g ir ls  w ith  w h om  
I talked in m y  poor F re n c h — “ Please ,  
A m erica  S o ld ier— chew in g  g u m ? ” 
(o n e  waa six ,  one sev en )  ; lo v e ly  .so- 
l )histicated a lo o f  F rench  g ir ls  o f  
the h igh er  c la s s ; lack  o f  I’eau p o t ­
a b l e ;  w in e  sh o p s ;  the sm ell  from  the  
door of  a p h a rm a cy  m ixed  w ith  the  
an im al sm ell  o f  the  c i t y ; so ldier  
natives ,  f l ie s ;  the coolness o f  c o m in g  
fa l l  ju s t  before tw i l ig h t— thus was  
O ran on the  e v en in g  o f  Septem ber  8, 
1 9 4 3 !— PI de CC, N o r th  A fr ica .

3>ea^ ^ a m ih f
D ear M om,

P lease  fo rg iv e  m e for not h a v in g  w ritten  sooner.  
A s you  know , our exam s have  been k e e p in g  us  busy.  
M om , I rea lly  did study, even  thou gh  I  m ade one  B ,  
;? f ; ’s, and 2 l ) ’s. B y  the w a y ,  th e y  told me, i f  1 worked  
harder, I could go in to  P h i  T h e ta  K app a .  I  do n ’t 
know' w hat it  m eans,  but 1 bet it m eans 1 am m a k in g  
one of  the  h ig h est  grades.

W h y  d id n ’t you  tell me that Sa d ie  H a w k in s ’ D a y  
was the real stuff? W e had one here, and I cam e out  
in 4 F .  I never have  run so fast .  I  f ina l ly  got pulled  
in— m an, oh, m an ,  those w om en folks rea lly  do know  
b.ow to run !

Mom, y o u  know  I  d id n ’t know  how  than kfu l  I 
sliould be u n til  ])eo])le started makina; l itt le  talks  
around. Y o u  know' it  m akes m e feel m ig h ty  litt le .  I t ’s 
fu n n y  how  I ’m  th a n k fu l  for  college, and at the  same  
t im e colleg(> m akes me m ore than kfu l  for  home. Y o u  
know I ’m a lw ays  th a n k fu l  for  you . M om.

I’m s tu d y in g  trig, so hard that I ’m g e t t in g  equation-  
m inded. H ere  are three equations that sound good;  
on ly  they  a in ’t ( I  m ean ,  aren’t )  true, bu t I  rea lly  
wish they  w e r e :

W h a t  ought to  be =  w h a t  is.
W h a t  r should do =  w h a t  I do.
H o w  m uch I need to  study  =  how  m uch I do study.

I could g ive  yo u  a fe w  more, hut that laat one ha s  me
about beat.

W ell ,  M om , I  guess  I  had better close and study  be­
cause I want to m ake P h i  T h e ta  K app a .

Y o u r  lo v in g  m arried  son,
W i l l i e .

P . S .  B y  m arried  I  m ean  I  got caught  and h itched  by  
M a rry ing  Sam .

S to * te >

(Exchange Column)
D o n ’t we all find it  hard to be C h r is t ia n s  in  w a r ­

t im es?  H a v e  y ou  stopped to th ink  w h a t  a student  
could do in regard to th is  task?

“ T h e  C h ris t ia n  does h is  ow n job well.  A ccep t  your  
share o f  the d isagreeable  work. M a in ta in  y o u r  own  
ph ysica l  and m enta l  alertness. G ive  y o u r se l f  to yo u r  
t r a in in g  w ith  fu l l  devotion .  T h a t  i s  y o u r  part in  the  
h a s ten in g  o f  v ic to ry .” — T h e  I n te r c o l le g m n .

D o  y o u  agree ?
“ T h e  m a n  w ho wrote ‘H o m e,  S w ee t  H o m e ’ m ust  

have  been in  co llege .”
— C re e k  Pehhles ,  Cam pbell  College.

H e r e ’s a w ise  bit o f  a d v ic e :
“ I f  y o u  d o n ’t l ike  the impresaion y o u ’ve  m ade  on  

othera here, n o w ’s the t im e  to start ch a n g in g  i t .”
— G reek  Pehhles ,  C am pbell  College.

W^ould th is  n ot  a p p ly  to  L ouisburg  C ollege  also?
“ E v e r y  new  g ir l  w ants to  feel  that  she is  a part o f  

M eredith  and rea l ly  belongs, and every  old g ir l  w'ants 
her to  feel that w ay . T a k e  part in  the a c t iv it ies  o f  the  
college  and ywu w ill  soon feel  as i f  y o u  alw'ays 
belonged .”

— T h e  T w ig ,  M ered ith  College.

A TRAIIS APPROACHING 
IM THE DISTANCE

A  m an, a crouch ing ,  c r in g e in g  fig­
ure in  the d im  m o on ligh t ,  ca utiously  
crept across the  low  stubble  field 
somew'here in  H o lla n d .  W h i le  he  
crept forw ard , as every  stick, stone, 
and piece  o f  ta w n y  grass  tore at h is  
old c lo th in g  tr y in g  to  hold  h im  back, 
he thou ght o f  th is  field two years  
a g o : d a n c in g  tulij)s g e n t ly  bow in g  
and c u r tse y in g  as th ey  b loom ed u p ­
on th is  n o w  u n til led  rugged  field that  
was his land. W ith  the c o m in g  o f  
that horrid  horde, the  tu l ip s  had  
gone, to leave  on ly  thia u g ly  field.

W h e n  those m en  o f  M ars cam e, he  
had jo ined  a gu err i l la  band. H e  had  
been sent by  this band back to  the  
place th a t  ha d  been h is  hom e, before  
the en em y  came. T o n ig h t  he m ust  
creep across th is  rough field, h is  field, 
and blow up the tang ib le  secu r ity  o f  
his l i f e — his dike. T here  was an a ir ­
drom e near h is  hom e, the  hom e that  
he m ust destroy  to he lp  h is  country.

A s  he neared the  dike, he sa w  a 
sentry. H e  froze in to  the colorless  
ground, fe a r fu l  th a t  he  m ig h t  now  
be discovered w h en  he  w a s  so  near,  
yet possib ly  so far .  T h e  sen try  looked  
around and s lo w ly  passed on.

H e  sp ra n g  forw ard  and placed the  
charge that  the  nex t  tra in  would set 
off. A s  he s l ipped  aw ay ,  he  p a in fu l lv  
passed for  the last  t im e over the field  
o f  h is youth ,  w here he knew  every  
nook and crannied  place.

I n  h is  exhaust ion ,  how'ever, every ­
th in g  around w as n o w  g r o w in g  less  
and less fa m il ia r .  T h e  rude ground  
l)lurred before h is d im m in g  v is ion .  
Now' that  W'ater soon would flood the  
airdrom e, he  kn ew  th a t  som e day  tu ­
l ip s  w ould  bloom here aga in .  L o sin g  
the  w ill  to fight the torpor threa ten ­
in g  h im , he heard a tra in  app roach ­
in g  in the distance.

— M a r g a r e t  A n n  H u g h e s .

MY PRAYER
D e a r  G od ,  k e e p  v s  th ro u g h  th i s  

n i g h t ;
S h o w  w  to m o r r o w  the w a y  o f  l i g h t ;
L e a d  w,s to  sa y ,  " T h y  w i l l  he d o n e ”
T h a t  w o r t h y  v ic to r i e s  m a y  he won.

D e a r  G od ,  Mess a l l  w h o  are  a t  h o m e
W h ile  here  tve’re  s t r i v in g  to  reach  

l i f e ’s d o m e ;
M a y  m em o r ie s  o f  h o m e  bless us each  

d a y
A n d  he lp  v s  a long  the  v p w a r d  w a y .

D e a r  G od,  in  la n d s  n o r th ,  sou th ,  
east ,  w es t

M a y  o v r  hoys  in se rv ice  hy  T h e e  he 
h le s t ;

K e e p  t h e m  a w a re  o f  t h y  presence  
a n d  care—

D ea r  G od,  th i s  is  m y  earnes t  p r a y e r .  
— A m e n .

— R o b e r t  W i l l i  p'o k d .

WARTIME BUS TRAVEL
I n  m y  o p in io n  a w ar-t im e  bus can  

he  e a s i ly  com pared  to a fi lled sar ­
d ine  can, w ith  o n ly  a partic le  o f  con ­
trast. S o  difficult  is  the  s i tu a t io n  th a t
I  am  fr ig h ten ed  at the  prospect o f  
tr a v e l in g  w ith o u t  a fu l l  .suit o f  ar­
m or. I t  is  qu ite  a risk o f  o n e ’s l ife .

A r r iv in g  at  the  bus s ta t ion  scarce­
ly  ten m in u tes  before the  bus leaves,  
the w a r-t im e  traveler  finds th a t  the  
end o f  the  t icket l in e  is ju s t  outside  
the fro n t  entrance. F in a l ly  crossing  
the  m u lt i tu d in o u s  seas o f  trunks,  
tra v e l l in g  bags, baskets,  boxes, bun ­
dles, pets, packages, and h u m a n  be­
ings,  he  purchases a t icket and h u r ­
r ied ly  s tum bles outs ide  w here h is  bus 
is supposed to  be w a it in g .  S o m ehow  
he notices  that  the  crow d is consid ­
erab ly  th in n er  and th a t  the  track his  
bus fo r m er ly  occupied  is now' v a ­
cant. H e  has been le f t  b e h in d !

T r u d g in g  back in to  the  bus sta-

THE OAKS
T h e  oaks  are  p v t  here  f o r  u s  a l l  to  see
H o v)  G o d  m v s t  h a v e  w a n te d  o u r  o w n  

l iv e s  to  he.

*ls u p r ig h t  a n d  su re  in  o u r  p u r p o se  
each d a y

O f  the  th in g s  to  be done  in  o u r  tuork  
or  o u r  p la y .

-l.s th e ir  acorns  d isp e rse  a n d  f a l l  
d o w n  to seed.

M a y  o u r  deeds  t e  so s c a t te r e d  to f ind  
those  in need.

W i th  o u r  a r m s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  l ike  th e  
l im b s  o f  each tree,

W e  sh o u ld  s y m b o l i z e  love  f o r  h u ­
m a n i t y .

■ Lv the  w in d  bends  the  boughs a r c h ­
in g  o v e r  o u r  hil l ,

11 e too sh o u ld  re sp o n d  to the  M a s ­
t e r ’s  w i l l .

W e  m u s t  m a k e  o u r  l ives  as H i s  w o r d  
com rnands :

D eep-roo ted ,  s t e a d fa s t— as the  oak  
free s tands .

— L o l a  W i n d s o r .

t ion, the traveller  inq u ires  about the  
next bus g o in g  to h is  desired dest ina ­
t ion ,  on ly  to learn  that he  has s ix  
fu l l  hours to wait.

S i x  W'eary hours pass and w ith  
the ir  passing ,  anoth er  bus. T h e  
traveller  q u ick ly  gathers  h is  be long ­
ings  and runs w'ildly to  a cer ta in  
track. B e fo re  the  bus has com e to  
a fu l l  stop, he has p lanted  h im se l f  
d irec t ly  and  f irm ly  in  fro n t— in  fro n t  
o f  the door. L ik e  a herd o f  a n im a ls  
rush the other travellers fro m  w ith in  
the bus s ta t io n — crow ding , lu n g in g ,  
p u sh in g — and crowd around the  
traveller. H e  has a fa in t  n o t io n  th a t  
the bus is  grow'ing far ther  and f a r ­
ther aw ay. T h e  notion  becom es a 
r e a l i z a t io n ! T h e  crow d has pushed  
h im  ten feet  aw'ay fro m  the  door, 
and the d istance  is s t i l l  grow ing .  H e  
m usters up all the courage  he can  
and shoves s tra ig h t  tow ards the  door, 
but to h is  a m azem ent he is shoved a 
couple  o f  feet  fa r ther  back b y  the  
elbow  o f  a big, h u sk y  fe l lo w  w ith  
football  shoulders. B e in g  a bit  t im ­
id, the  travel ler  rem ains  fixed.

A f te r  a per iod  o f  seem in g ly  indefi ­
n i te ly  w a it in g ,  he  steps up to  the  
door, and see in g  a space about a foot  
square, c lim bs aboard. S t i l l  c lu tch ­
in g  h is  artic les ,  he leans a g a in st  the  
rod ju s t  back o f  h im ,  f ind in g  th a t  
som eone  else has a lrea d y  had  the  
sam e idea. H e  learns, too, that h is  
coat is  cau g h t  in  the door and he  
has to rem ain  in  one posit ion

T h e  w a r-t im e  traveller  learns an ­
other th in g ;  buses h a v e  one o f  tw o  
tem peratures— too h o t  and too cold.

A r r iv in g  at h is  d es t inat ion  w ith  
bruised feet ,  an a c h in g  head, extraor ­
d in a r i ly  h e a v y  bundles,  and a de­
pressed s p i r i t ; the  traveller  f irm ly  
resolves not to  travel a g a in  for  the  
duration .

— V i v i a n  C r e e c h .

W h a t  we do  to d a y  w i l l  have  an  
influence up on  others th a t  w i l l  l iv e  
on tomorrow.

— K a t h l e e n  W o o t e n .


