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Columns Opinion
Private School Funding

Private schools in North Carolina, 
both on the college and high school 
levels, make up a sizable portion of 
our state's education. Private schools 
have recently mushroomed in growth 
on the primary and secondary levels 
because of Federal blunders like 
forced busing, teacher strikes over 
little pay, and an overall bad 
atmosphere for learning in the public 
schools. Many parents sacrifice a lot 
just to send their kids to private 
schools, so their kids can start 
learning again.

Private schools play a big role in 
our educational system. Yet, our 
"education o ffic ia ls" refuse to 
increase private school aid, and this is 
a serious mistake. Number one, if all 
private school students suddenly 
went to public schools, it would 
obviously take enormous amounts of 
tax dollars to finance new facilities in 
which to accommodate them. Private 
schools do us, the taxpayers, a favor 
by keeping public school tax demand 
down. Aid to many aspects of private 
schools would help keep their 
education up and our taxes down.

Secondly, aid is needed because 
private schools can offer their 
students a better education. Because 
private schools can pretty much 
choose their students, this helps 
eliminate discipline problem students, 
and thus contributes to a good 
learning atmosphere. They can obtain 
the best teachers. A better-than- 
average teacher would opt for a good 
paying private school most of the 
time.

Thirdly, an aid increase is neces
sary because private schools would 
probably be able to use the funds to 
its fu llest. Since most private 
institutions have a limited source of 
tunds, they have to handle their 
money well. Public school officials 
have not proven that they can wisely 
spend their own.

Some may argue that if public 
funds are given to private schools, 
the Federal Government can then 
pressure the schools on how they 
should be run. This is not necessarily 
the case, because most private 
schools have proven they have the 
wisdom on what should be taught in 
their schools. This was proven by the 
success that private schools had with 
the state competency test, where 
almost no student failed. Compare 
this to the public school record, and 
for whatever the reason, the private 
schools did much better. They could 
continue this record of excellence 
with the right money.

Another needed idea is a tax- 
break for parents who send their kids 
to private schools or colleges. Not 
only are these parents paying for 
public education, which they'll never 
benefit from, but money for the 
private education, and the taxes that 
go with them. That money comes out 
of a parent's net profit. It can be an 
expensive affair for a parent who tries 
to give their child the best education 
possible.

People turn to a private school, 
especially on the college level, to 
make up for the inadequacies and the

Campus Poperbock bestsellers
1. My Mother/Myself, by Nancy Friday. (Dell, $2.50.) The 

daughter’s search for identity.

2. The Women’s Room, by Marilyn French. (Jove/HBJ, 
$2.50.) Perspective on women’s role in society: fiction.

3. The Siimarillion, by J.R.R. Tolkien. (Ballantine, $2.95.) 
Earliest times of Middle-earth fantasy world; fiction.

4. Bloodline, by Sidney Sheldon. (Warner, $2.75.) Thriller 
about heiress who inherits power and intrigue: fiction.

5. Final Payments, by Mary Gordon. (Ballantine, $2.50.) 
New Yorker’s problems in rebuilding life after her father’s 
death: fiction.

6. Coming into the Country, by John MoPhee. (Bantam, 
$2.75.) Voyage of spirit and mind into Alaskan wilderness.

7. The Insiders, by Rosemary Rogers. (Avon, $2.50.) Life 
and loves of beautiful TV anchorwoman: fiction.

8. How to Flatten Your Stomach, by Jim Everroad. 
(Price/Stern/Sloan, $1.75.) Rationale and exercises.

9. Backstairs at the White House, by Gwen Bagni & Paul 
Dubov. (Bantam, $2.50.) “Downstairs” view of 8 adminis
trations: fiction.

10. Gnomes, by Wil Huygen. (Peacock, $10.95.) Fanciful 
portrayal of gnomes, color illustrations: fiction.

This list was compiled by The Chronicle of Higher Education from 
information supplied by college stores throughout the country. 
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void that public officials have made 
out of our public schools. Of course, 
public schools have been a diamond 
in the sand for those who otherwise 
couldn't obtain an education. But 
that shouldn't prevent those who can 
go to a private school the chance of a 
better education, just because a 
public official is stubborn with his 
mon6y. Make that our money! And 
more of it should go to  the fine 
private institutions of the state.

Eddie Woodhouse

DionneWarwick says: 
“Get your blood 
into circulation.” Call Red Cross 

for a blood donor 
appointment.

Keep Red Cross 
ready.
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