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has m ixed emotions

Jackson: UNC 
needs Black lit

by Mae Helen Israel
Staff Writer

H o w  im p o rta n t  is a Negro  
l i t e r a t u r e  c o u r s e  a t  a 
p red o m in a n t ly  w h ite  university?

A c c o rd in g  t o  Dr. B ly d en  
Jackson , professor  o f  A m erican  
L itera tu re ,  i t  sh ou ld  be a 
required part o f  th e  curriculum  

for all stu dents .
Su ch  a course is so  im portant  

that it serves as a valuable t o o l  in 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
iden t i t ie s  and a tt i tu d es  o f  Black  
and w h ite  s tu dents .  It fu n c t io n s  
as a day  to  day  co n d it io n in g  to  

the Civil R ights  M o v em en t .
In fac t ,  Dr. Jackson  exp la in ed  

that all ind ividuals  need  this  
k n o w l e d g e  t o  c o n s i d e r  
them se lves  c o sm o p o l i ta n .  “ Su ch  

is th e  nature o f  the  m inority  
status o f  the  N egro  in  A m erica ,”  
h e  stated , “ that  th e  failure to  
understand his p ro b le m s  is tied  
in w ith  a failure to  understand  
m inorities  all over the  w o r ld .” 

U niversity  s tu d en ts  espec ia l ly  
need  the  chance  t o  apprec iate  
the long  and rich heritage o f  
N egro  Uterature. W hite  s tu d e n ts  
w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
in s t i tu t ion a lized  in to lerances  o f  
their parents,  acquire  a sense o f  
just ice  and understand ing  that  
t h e y  m ight n o t  have had  

otherw ise .

Course O bjectives

A s the instructor  o f  the  
N egro Literature course (English  
8 4 )  o n  cam pus. Dr. Jackson  

stresses several ideas.
“T here  is e n o u g h  w ritten  b y  

N egro authors and a b o u t  them  
to  keep  the  course from  being  
labeled as ‘j iv e ’,”  he  sta ted .  “ T h e  
object  o f  the course is to  
correlate literature and criticism  
w ith  the B lack e x p e r ien ce ,  then  
put this in the w h o le  c o n te x t  o f  

A m erican  l i fe .”
“ I try t o  c o n v e y  t o  the  

s t u d e n t s  a b a l a n c e d  and  
com p reh en s iv e  k n o w led g e  o f  

N e g r o  l i t e r a t u r e , ”  h e  

em phasized .
Dr. J a ckson  p o in ts  o u t  that  

N egro  Uterature is a literature o f  

necess ity .  T h e  prote s t  m o t i f  in 
m u c h  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  is
u n a v o id a b le .  I f  w h ite s  had
e x p er ien ced  the  sa m e  oppress ion  

as B lacks,  their  literature w o u ld  

also be o n e  o f  protest .

M ore B lacks N e e d e d

As the  first Negro professor  
to  be hired at the U niversity  
( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  Dr. Jackson  recognizes  
an increase in the nu m ber  o f  
Black s tu d en ts ,  facu lty  anu
em p lo y ee s .

He fee ls  that m ore  N egroes  

are n eed e d  at every level. He 
c o m m e n te d ,  “ 1 d o n ’t w ant the  
standards o f  the University  
lowered. H ow ever ,  there is no

co n f l ic t  in  k e e p in g  the  standards  

and hiring N e g r o es .”
“ I’ve been  pleased w ith  th e  

kind o f  B lack  s tu d en ts  w h o  have  
c o m e  t o  th e  U n iv ers ity ,”  Dr. 
J a c k s o n  a d d e d .  “ I w o u ld  
espec ia l ly  l ike  t o  give a pat on  
the  back  t o  tho se  w h o  are N .C .  
F e l lo w s .”

Dr. J a ckson  received his BA  
in English  from  Wilbur F orce  
U niversity  and h is  m asters and  
d o c to ra te  from  the  University  o f  
Michigan at A n n  Arbor. He  
t a u g h t  i n  h i s  h o m e t o w n ,  
Louisville ,  K e n tu c k y ,  fo r  11 
years b e fo re  go ing  t o  F isk  
U niversity .  A fter  n in e  years he  
left  F isk  and w e n t  to  S o u th ern  
Illinois t o  b e c o m e  the  head  o f  
th e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  EngUsh and  
then  D ea n  o f  th e  G raduate  
S c h o o l .  He rem ained  there until  

he ca m e  to  U N C .

“Red is for the blood, 
Black is for the people, 
Green is for the land.”

by Deborah Austin 
and

Harold Kennedy
Staff Writers

T h e  class o f  ’7 6  is n o w  an  
integral part o f  the  in st i tu t io n  o f  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  
Carolina. T his  is e x e m p li f ie d  b y  
th e  sm all  groups o f  s tu d en ts  
w a n dering  around the  library,  
drinking beer in  their r o o m s  on  
F riday  n igh t,  and  eating  in  the  
p lu sh  a tm o sp h e re  o f  the  Pine  
R o o m .  A l t h o u ^  th e  O ff ic e  o f  
A d m iss io n s  c la im s that  there is 
n o  record  o f  th e  nu m ber  o f  
bla ck  s tu d e n ts  o n  cam pus, i t  is 
es t im a ted  b y  an a d m iss io n ’s 
o f f i c e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 3 5  b l a c k  

freshm en .
Like past classes at the  

U n iversity ,  th e  fresh m en  are 
co n c er n e d  a b o u t  its contr ib ution  
t o  in f la t ion ,  up set  s to m a chs ,  
a ching  fe e t  and tired eyes .  
Fresh m an  Jupiter  O w en s  from  
H e n d e r s o n  c o m m en ts ,  “ the  
prices at th e  b o o k sto r e  are 
terrib le and the  long  lines m ake  
m a tter s  even  w o r se ,” w h ile  
W ilsonnii  G randy says, “ the  
f o o d  at Chase is abso lu te ly  

terr ib le .”
S a y s  Carol S tea d m a n  from  

W inston -Sa lem , “ I’ve never don e  

so  m u c h  w alk ing  in  m y  l i fe ,”  
w h i l e  Linda L ittle ,  Carol s 
“ h o m e g ir l ,”  adm its  that y o u  
can’t w a lk  in to  a c lassroom  and

e x p e c t  t o  bu ll  jive yo ur  w ay  

through . S h e  laughs and says ,  “ If  
y o u  d o n ’t get  d o w n  t o  w o rk  y o u  

w ill  f lu n k .”
T h o s e  fr esh m en  Uving in 

Jam es D o r m ito ry  have a qu ite  
u n i q u e  o u t l o o k .  Jacq u e ly n  
M cCray and  her r o o m m a te ,  
B renda M cClain, b o th  a d m it  that  
t h e y  can use  less no ise  wh ile  
t h e y  are s tu d y in g .  J eannette  
T a tu m  likes  th e  a m o u n t  o f  space  
she has in  her r o o m  bu t a lso  says  
that  th e  dorm  as a w h o le  is n o t  
as d y n a m ic  as she e x p e c te d .

T h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  so m e  
freshm en  like R ache l  Springs  
and W illiam K night w h o  have  
already  had c lose  c o n ta c t  w ith  
th e  University  a nd  w h o  a d m it te d  
that  th e y  k n e w  basically  w h a t  to  
ex p e c t .  K night says th o u g h ,  “ I 
w as very d isa p p o in ted  w ith  th e  
to w n .  T here  is so  Uttle to  do  
w ith  o n ly  theatres  that  play o ld  
m ovies  and  fe w  places to  e a t .”

T here  was general co n cern  

a b o u t  th e  scarcity  o f  Black  
or ien ted  activ it ies  so  far and a 
sense  o f  s tu n n ed  a m a z em e n t  on  
th e  part o f  freshm an gu y s  as to  
h o w  co ld ,  se lf ish  and s ta n d o ff ish  
t h e  f r e s h m a n  girls appear.  
R usse ll  Davis, a f -eshm an from  
W i l m i n g t o n ,  t i k e s  t h e  
in d ep en d e n c e  w hich Carolina  

offers .  C on cern ing  soc ia l  l ife ,  he  
p o in ts  out  that y o u  have to  
m a k e  y o u r  o w n .  R honda

' W infrey says that she has had  
fun  at CaroUna, b u t  she  has  
n o th in g  t o  d o  on w e e k e n d s .  
R h o n d a  r o o m s  at M orrison  
D o r m ito ry  and com p la in s  that  it 
is t o o  qu ie t  and  does  n o t  have  

en o u g h  activit ies .
R ob ert  W ynn , w h o  c o m e s  

f r o m  D e e r f i e l d  A c a d e m y  
expresses  his d isb e l ie f  that  the  
B lack s tu d e n ts  are so  d isunited .  
A fter  o n ly  three  w e e k s ,  he has  
n o t ic e d  that  the BSM so m e h o w  
l a c k s  s u b s t a n c e .  R o b e r t ’s 
r o o m m a te  C huck  H ayes ,  all the  
w a y  fr o m  A lb a n y ,  G eorgia,  
senses that p eo p le  o n  the w h o le  
are very fr iend ly  and states that  
he has seen  n o  pressing racial 
p ro b le m s  as o f  y e t .

T here  are th o se  freshm en  like 

Walter E gerton  w h o  realize the  
great e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n ity  
and have n o  real com pla in ts  
e x c e p t  a b o u t  the  inc id en t  
c o n c e r n i n g  Charles Baggett.  
Walter is n o t  a lo n e ,  th e  other  
freshm en  are as upset as he.

T h is  Black freshm an class has 
n o t  go ne  w ith o u t  the pains o f  
f ind in g  or keep ing  their id e n t i ty .  
T h e l m a  S t a n d b a c k  o f  
G reensboro  adm its  that it is very  
easy to  fee l  lost .  “ It is l ike be ing  
a small fish a lo n e  in a larpe 
p o i i ' i .  V v  T n- nc ’S no» 
i r n /” rt:*-u, o i iiv  N'>ur I'ur.'iber.'' 
A n . i  1. i s  F e r r y  M o n i  
^'■•ndcrson says, * o r ' '  ho*>c 
I . , I S :  ou! cJas.<. i;; n o i  a; apai-iiti.'

to e  pr V <as mps sfeii;

Wanda Wilkins on the go wwority
aj fa i r s

by Gwen Harvey
Feature Editor

T u esd a y s  and  W ednesdays  

she sp en ds assuaging fr igh tened  

patients  at Chapel Hill M em orial  
H ospita l;  M o nday ,  T hu rsday ,  
F riday ,  Saturday (and T u e sd a y s  
and W ednesdays,  to o )  she  is the  
best  person a freshm an or junior  
transfer stu d en t  cou ld  k n o w  on  
t h e  fo u r th  f lo o r  o f  Cobb  

dorm itory .
Wanda W ilkins, a jun ior  from  

G o ld sb o ro ,  N .C .,  is very m uch  
e x c i t e d  a b o u t  h e r  rather  
sch iz o p h r e n ic  l ife .  A  nursing  
major, this is her first year o f  
p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
o n - t h e - j o b  training at the  
hosp ita l .  Her j o b  as s tu d en t  
nurse enta ils  a t ten d in g  cUnical 
l a b s  a n d  p h y s i o l o g y  and  
b a c te r io lo g y  classes besides the  
actual patient-nurse  e n c o u n ters .

“ T h a t  first day is really  
ro u g h ,”  Wanda is q u ick  to  say,  
“ b u t  after that first t im e  y o u  
fee l  like an o ld pro. M ost o f  the  
p e o p 'e  are o v erw h e lm ed  b y  the  
fact that s o m e o n e  is w il l ing  to  

"just sit d o w n  and listen to  w hat  
th e y  have to  say. Sort o f  like  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e i r  

psych o lo g ica l  n e e d s .”
W hich is e x a c t ly  W anda’s 

ch e f  fu n c t io n  in her life as 
resident adv'sor also. “ T o  be at 
the service o f  the stu d en ts ,  to  
give general reference c oncern ing  
anyth in g  from  tim e sc h ed u le s  
to  p h o n e  n u m b ers ,”  she says.  
Wanda secured this pos it ion  

through Directors o f  R esidence  

Life, John Meeker and Jane  
Poller, a fter  having first go ne

through  th e  initial app lication ,  
p a n e l  i n t e r v i e w  and final  
d e c i s i o n - h i n g i n g  i n t e r v i e w .  

“ Each sess ion  is designed to  f ind  
o u t  w hat ty p e  o f  person  the
app licant  is and h o w  she will  
r e a c t  t o  c e r t a i n  g i v e n  
s i tu a t io n s ,”  Wanda explai. is .

Being a resident advisor is 
really a tw e n ty - fo u r  hour affair,  
for  one  has to  be readily
available, even  giving up *hat
n e ed ed  sleep for those  late night  
talk sess ions w ith  a troubled  
s tu d en t .  But the jo b  is one  
Wanda takes as ser iously  as she  
do e s  her per iods o f  training t 
the  hosp ita l .

A n d  i n d e e d  b o t h  jobs
n a t u r a l l y  c o m p lem e n t  each  
o th e r  in the valuable lessons  

th e y  teach in dealing w ith  all 
ty p es  o f  people .  “T h e  vital 
things involved in ea ch ,"  Wanda 
affirm s, “ is being observant  
being able to  perceive that

s o m e th in g  is b o th er ing  a person  
— to  consider  so m e o n e  else m ore  

im portant than y o u r se l f .”
With such  a h ec t ic  schedu le  

o n e  w o n d ers  h o w  she f inds  the  
t im e  to  relax and en jo y  herself.  
“ 1 d o n ’t o f t e n ,”  she laughs  

“ but i t ’s usually  o n  W ednesday  
aftern o o n s  because  I d o n  t have  

a class ’til o n e  o n  T h u rsd a y s .”
But keep ing  busy is what  

really m akes life interesting.  
Being on the  go  c o n sta n t ly  
teaches  one  to  value t im e and to  
ration it w ise ly .  “ D e v e lo p in g  a 
regim en is m ost im portant ,  she  
declares. "A nd basically  i t ’s just  
w anting  sonv-’th ing  bad en o u g h  
to  go out  and work for just 

that."
U p on  receiving her B.S. in 

Nursing, Wanda h o p es  to  go  in to  
public  health nursing, a field she  
th inks  really suitable  for deal ng 
wi t h the health pro b lem s o f  the  

Black co m n u in i ty .

by Michele Alston
Staff Writer

O ne o f  the th ings Richard  
Epps prom ised in his s tu d en t  
g o v e r n m e n t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

cam paign w as a better  link  
b e tw e e n  the c o m m u n it y  and the  
university  and a b etter  link 
b e tw e en  m inor ity  groups and  
stu d en t  gov ern m en t .  H o p efu l ly ,  
the  c o m m it te e ,  “ C o m m u n ity  

Affairs and M inority  G roups,  
will serve this purpose.

T he  c o m m it te e  has m et once  

this year and begun so m e  basic  
ground w ork .  In the area o f  
c o m m u n ity  affairs it is trying to  
set up courses w h ereb y  p eop le  
may get a ca d em ic  credit for  
co m m u n ity  w ork .  In the area o f  
m inor ity  groups it is preparing a 

survey that will h o p e fu l ly ,  tell  
them  where m inor ity  groups on  
cam pus place their pr iorities  and  
hence  what it sh o u ld  w o rk  on .

T he  su ccess o f  the  c o m m it t e e  
to  a large e x te n t  d ep e n d s  o n  the  
input o f  y o u ,  part o f  the cam pus  
m inor ity .  It can n o t  he lp  S tu d en t  
G o v er n m e n t  w ork  for  y o u  if y o u  
d o  not  let it k n o w  w hat y o u  
w a n t .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  
‘ ‘C o m m u n i t y  A f f a i r s  a nd  
M inority G r o u p s ,” is an o th er  
too l  at the disposa l  o f  m inor ity  
stu d en ts  this year. It's usefu ln ess  
d ep e n d s  o n  y o u  . . .  as well  as 
its survival, for  it m ust  be 
fun ct io n a l  to  survive. If y o u  
wish to  work w ith  or give input  
(su ggest ion s ,  advice,  e t c . )  to  the  
c o m m it te e  c o m e  by  Suite  C o f  

the U n ion .


