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iT GOULD HAPPEN TO YOU!

4

Being my Blackself

Inm ates
need

attention
Being fo rgo t ten  is a terrible 

a n d  shocking  experience.  
According to  pr ison records, 
there  are a p p ro x im a te ly  10,000 
inm ates  in N o r th  C aro l ina’s 
prisons and the  majori ty  of 
th ose  inm ates  are Black. 
F u r th e rm o re ,  a vast m a jor i ty  of 
those  inmates  have been 
fo rgo tten .

Prison re form  can only  take 
place as public  reform takes  
place. T h a t  is, unt i l  the a t t i tud e  
o f  the  c o m m u n i ty  changes so 
tha t  it un d ers tan d s  tha t  the 
co m m it t in g  o f  a crime is not  
necessari ly a vicious act , and it 
accep ts  the inm ate  in to  the 
c o m m u n i ty  once  h e ’s ou t ,  prison 
re fo rm  will be what  it always has 
been . . . non-existent!

Not  far f rom UNC is a to w n  
nam ed  Hil lsborough. In this 
to w n  there  is a m in im um  
secur i ty  prison unit  tha t  houses 
a b o u t  a h u n d re d  inmates . . . 
most ly  black.  T here  are also 
some very in teres ted  citizens 
w ho  recognize  a need for 
c o m m u n i ty  involvement and 
have set themselves to  the  task.

This  g roup  is called the 
Orange C o u n ty  C o m m u n i ty  
Advisory Council .  A long with  
the prison u n i t ’s innovative 
26-year-old su p e r in ten d e n t ,  it 
has s ta r ted  some 'osi tive act ion 
tow ard  real prison re form. The 
g roup, u n d er  the auspices o f  the 
D e p a r tm en t  o f  C orrec t ion ,  is 
concerned  w i th  such things as 
raising the  inm ates  level of 
ed uca t io n  th rough  an A du l t  
Basic E duca t ion  program , 
vocat ional training,  meeting  the 
needs o f  o lder  inmates , th rough  
beaut ify ing  the  prison grounds  
and  e x ten d in g  the recreational 
facilities, providing counse l ing 
services and m a n y  o th e r  viable 
p rograms designed to  m ake  the 
t ransi t ion  f rom  inm ate  to  citizen 
a successful one.

What this  g roup  needs is more  
c o m m u n i t y  and s tu d en t  
involvement.  No m a t te r  w ha t  
y o u r  special in teres ts  are y o u  
can help make this g roup ,  the 
inm ate  and the program a 
successful  one.  If y ou  are 
in teres ted  in part ic ipa t ing  in the 
activities o f  the  Council  please 

co n ta c t :  Ernest H. P i t t,  406  
Grim es Hall, 9 3 3 -87 5 7  or  Jo h n  
C urry ,  732-2  196.

E BONY R E A D E R S

E v e r y o n e  wi l l  ce r t a in ly  
r e m e m b e r  t h e  d y n a m i c  
p e r fo rm an ce  of  eight f reshman 
Black s tu den ts  during this past  
y e a r ’s Miss BSM C oro na t io n  
Ball. Reading p ow erfu l  words of  
Black inspira tion ,  the Ebony  
Readers  created  in everyone a 
sense of  pu rpose ,  pr ide,  and 
progress ion.  Realizing tha t  we, 
as Black s tuden ts ,  are no t  quite  
as toge th e r  menta l ly  as we 
should  be on this campus,  the 
E b o n y  Readers  reassembled as a 
p e rm a n e n t  group.

T h e  R e a d e r s :  B r e n d a
M c C la in ,  Arn ia  F loyd ,  Joe  
Knigh t ,  Cur t is  H ow ard ,  Angela 
Wright, Lena D obson ,  Wal ter  
E ger ton ,  and  Leroy  B ynum  have 
c o m m i t te d  themselves  to  use the 
m e d iu m  o f  p o e t ry ,  and the 
s p o k e n  w o r d  f o r  B l a c k  
L i b e r a  t i o n .

By Larry  Mixon
S t a f f  Writer

Y o u  know , I som etimes 
w o n d e r  w hat  it is tha t  makes 
whites  feel as though  we ought  
to  be co m p lacen t  and impressed 
w ith  them  on this  campus.  1 
m ean  Caro lina is supposed  to  be 
liberal and all tha t ,  bu t  I jus t 
c ann o t  convince myself  o f  tha t 
fallacy.

F o r  instance,  consider  tha t  
fact  tha t  some 225 o f  my 
b ro thers ,  sisters and 1 stay  dow n 
in Jam es  dorm . O ne  o f  the few 
uses tha t  1 make of  the do rm  is 
the dow nsta i rs  lounge. Now 
t h a t ’s m y  pa r ty  place,  and I 
mean, I dig it if the par ty  is 
swinging. It seems to  me that if 
m y  liberal white  c ohor ts  were so 
in teres ted  in my general welfare, 
they  w ould  look ou t  for my 
par ty  place.

J am es  do rm  governor , Bill 
Hill, w ho  beat my boy, Mike 
Mosley, back  in Sep tem ber ,  is 
alright if he looks ou t  for my 
interest,  bu t  dam n,  if he did not 
go and p ropose  some r idiculous 
par ty  policy. I mean you  jus t 
canno t  depend  on the.se white 
folks.

Sign up  four  fucking days in 
advance  for some par ty  tha t  I 
p robab ly  will no t  set up  unti l 
Fr iday night. T h a t  is too  dam n 
much! T o  add to  tha t ,  I have to 
have an off icially recognized 
univers i ty  group (and you  and I 
know  that Black folks a in ’t 
recognized) sponsor  it. Finally, 
to  make sure tha t  I do  not  get to

use the  place no more,  the group  
has to  fo rk  up  fi fty dollars  for 
insurance against “ dam ages .”

Now  I have had com pla in ts  
against  white  fo lks’ fool ishness  
before , and I have com e to  learn 
th a t  in these  instances, y ou  can 
on ly  depend  on y o u r  own kind. 
S o  I c o n t a c t e d  m y  BSM 
representa t ives , and got th e m  to  
w ork  on  it fo r  me. I figure they 
could  b e t t e r  handle  such white  
fo lks’ foolishness, while I let m y  
mind rest on  m ore  basic things.

But then, dam n man, t h a t ’s 
hard  to  do  on this campus. I 
mean, m y  man, Leroi Jo nes  — 
Baraka , came do w n  to speak. 1 
checked  his scene ou t ,  and 
fo u n d  it out-a-sight. Man, he was 
ta lk ing some heavy shit -  I 
mean, 1 even th ou g h t  tha t  his 
“ w e ’re an African p e o p le ” bag 
was bad. Well the next day,  I 
th o u g h t  I w ould  check  ou t  what  
Carolina free press would  have 
to  say ab o u t  his .speech. Like, 
wow man, the  g o d d am n  paper  
had the w rong  dam n pic ture  
published.  T here  it was, Baraka’s 
guard si tt ing back looking cool, 
and s te reo ty p ed .  Some bro thers  
rem arked  laughingly, “ As they 
say, ‘We all look al ike’. ”  Look 
alike, hell!

T h a t  is jus t  indicative of  this 
whole  d am n  place. “ Blacks are 
s tupid ,  and do  no t  ca re .” We can 
run any kind of  shit dow n on 
them , and they will accept  i t .” 
Well 1 am here to  tell them that 
is a lie! Blacks t/o n o t  look alike. 
Blacks J o  care, they do have 
som eth ing  to  .say and con t r ibu te .

And I am n o t  go ing to  s tand 
back  and allow such s tup id  
mistakes to  cont inue .

I s tar ted  to  wri te  m y  le t te r  o f  
p ro tes t ,  bu t  then  I rem em bered  
how  last year  the  same thing had 
h app en ed  w ith  the  Supremes. I 
r em em bered  how  we all cursed 
o u t  them  folks for making  such 
s tupid  mistakes. A f te r  I th ough t  
a b o u t  it, I decided th a t  I could 
no t  expec t  any th ing  m ore  than  
foolishness, and biased ignorance 
f rom them folks. I mean ,  af ter  
all, they  were no t  Black, and 
consequen t ly  were  very little 
conce rned  ab ou t  m y  interests. 
F o r  my in teres ts  and image to  be 
p ro jec ted  correc t ly , I would  
certainly have to  do  it myself.

So, I w ent  on d o w n  to their 
off ice, and offered  m y  services. 
They  were nice a b o u t  it. T h ey  
could apprecia te  m y  concern .  
But they  had e nough  staff  
writers,  and  could really see no 
need for having me around .  Well 
tha t  really did not  set too  well 
with  me. What the hell they 
m e a n ,  t h e i r  s t a f f  w a s  
“ p ro f ic ien t” . I mean I was only  
t ry ing to  help them  out ,  and my 
.services are no t to  be taken 
lightly.

So I m ade my way to  the 
Black In k  Office where  I was 
a p p r e c i a t e d ,  h e l p f u l  a n d  
inspired. W hereforth  1 proceeded 
to  p roduce  this magnif icent 
representa t ion/expre ,ss ion of  my 
Blackself.

Peace, Power, Party  
Nigger Tom

Essex’s 
m essage

received
By E m m a  Pullen
Associate  E ditor

Relatives and fr iends of  Mark 
Jam es R ob er t  Essex rem em ber  
h im as a quie t,  well-liked young  
man. By Black s tandards ,  he 
came from a middle-class family. 
He was the oldest o f  five 
children. An average s tudent ,  
J im m y,  as his m o th e r  called him, 
g raduated  from high school in 
his h o m e  to w n  of  Emporia , 
Kansas and,  as m a n y  Black males 
d o ,  enl isted in the  armed 
services.

Essex’s h o m e  env ironm en t  
seemingly did n o t  p repare  him 
f o r  t h e  d iscr imina tion  and 
i n j u s t i c e s  t h a t  h e  would  
en co u n te r  in the  Navy. One 
part icular  inc iden t  involving him 
and one of  his fr iends and a 
white  sailor, was never se t tled  to 
his sat isfact ion. A f te r  an official 
investigat ion,  the  white  sailor 
d r o p p e d  t h e  charges, but 
n o th ing  was don e  to  actual ly  
clear up the  m a t te r .  Unable  to 
cope w ith  the en t ire  si tuat ion, 
J im m y  w ent  AWOL.

At his cour t  marshal , Essex 
testi fied tha t  he was beginning 
to  ha te  all w hite  people . “ I was 
tired of  going to  white  people  
and telling th em  m y  p roblem s 
and  not  ge t ting an y th in g  done 
ab o u t  i t ,” he said.

Essex jo ined  the  increasingly 
large n u m b e r  o f  Black  GIs who 
r e c e iv e  less tha t  honorab le  
discharges w hich  result from 
racial inc idents .  (O ne  o u t  of 
every four  unfavorab le  mili tary  
discharges goes to  a Black man).  
His discharge was based on “ bad 
c o n d u c t ”  a n d  “ c h a r a c t e r  
d isorders .”

Mark drif ted  to  New Orleans 
where  he enro l led in a technical 
ins t i tu te  for  the  hard  core 
u n e m p l o y e d .  Accord ing  to 
fr iends,  he never really got over 
his Navy experiences.  T he  walls 
o f  his a p a r tm e n t  were  decora ted  
w i th  such slogans as: MY
D EATH LIES IN T H E  BLOODY 
D EA TH  O F R A C IST  PIGS and 
P O L ITICA L  POW ER COMES 
FR OM  T H E  B A R R E L  O F  A 
GUN.

The H oward  J o h n s to n  Motor  
Lodge in New Orleans was the 
s c e n e  o f  E s s e x ’s one-m an 
revolution.  F o r  42 hours , this 
m a rksm an  who had been trained 
to  kill the “ e n e m y ” , held o ff  a 
barrage of  200  heavy a rm ed  law 
enfo rcem en t  off icers  and one 
arm or-pla ted  Marine hel icopter . 
When the  bat tle  was over, Mark 
had taken  with him six whites 
and in jured nine more.

Essex’s d ea th  should  serve as 
a warn ing to  America  ab ou t  the 
d e t r im e n ta l  ef fect o f  racial 
discr imination in the  military. 
How m any m ore  Mark Essexs 
are they  producing?

HOW TO SUCCEED 
(F o r  niggers on ly)

D on’t fight Boy!
T h a t ’s no t  the  American 

Way!
Laugh, sing, dance ,

Grin, hope  and 
Pray!

A rn o ld  Kemp


