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“ Senator Sam”

Law expert?
P a m e la  W il l ia m so n

Sla[l H'riler

' 'P o l i t ic a l ,  e co n o m ic ,  re ligious,  a n d  inte l lec tua l  I re ed o m  "a re  the  
f u n d a m e n ta l  t r e e d o m s  w hich  m a k e  it poss ib le  lo r  A m er ica  to  en d u re  

as a  free society ."
S o  said  the  H o n o r a b l e  S e n a to r  S a m  E rv in  to  a n  au d ie n c e  of  a lu m n i ,  

faculty , a n d  s tu d e n ts  as pa r t  o f  the  U n iv e rs i ty '^ Ja y  c e le b ra t io n  on  
O c to b e r  12. S u c h  a n ob le  s t a te m e n t  is ch a ra c te r i s t i c  o f  th e  77-year-old-  
b i b l e - q u o t i n g .  C o n s i t u t i o n - c i t i n g  h e ro  o f  the  “ W a te rg a te "  

inves t iga t ion .
H ow ever ,  as the  say in g  goes,  " a p p e a r a n c e s . "  as well a s  s ta tem en ts ,  

" c a n  be deceiv ing."
F o r  ins tance ,  o f  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  E rv in  has  been q u o te d  as  say ing  it 

is the  “ f ines t t h in g  to  c o m e  o u t  o f  the  m in d  ol m an ."
T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  F i f teen th  A m e n d m e n t ,  ra ti fied F e b r u a r y  3. 

1872. says “ T h e  right  o f  c it izens o f  the  U ni ted  S la te s  to  vo te  shal l  no t  be 
den ied  or  ab r id g e d  by the  U n i ted  S ta te s  o r  by  a n y  S ta te  on  a cc o u n t  ol 
race , co lor ,  o r  p rev io u s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  se rv i tu d e ."

S ec t io n  T w o  of  th is  a m e n d m e n t  p rov ides  th a t  “ T h e  C o n g re s s  shall 
have  p o w er  t o  en fo rce  this  a r tic le  by a p p r o p r i a t e  legis la tion ."  In 
e x e r t in g  th is  la t t e r  p ow er .  C o n g re s s  passed  th e  V o t in g  R ig h ts  Act  of  

1965.
A f te r  a l lo w in g  t h o u s a n d s  o f  S o u t h e r n  Blacks to  be dog-b i t ten ,  

w a te r -h o se d  a n d  p o l ic e -b ru ta l ized  o u t  o f  the  vo le  d u r in g  the  ear ly 
sixt ies . C o n g re ss ,  in  the  a lo r e m e n t i o n e d  bill, su s p e n d e d  the  use ot 
l iteracy tes ts  o r  sim ila r  v o te r  q u a l i f i c a t io n  devices,  a n d  a u th o r i z e d  the  
a p p o in t m e n t  o f  federa l  v o t in g  e x a m in e r s  t o  o r d e r  the  reg is t ra t ion  of  
Blacks in s ta tes  a n d  c o u n t ie s  in w h ich  v o te r  act iv ity  had  fallen be low 

c e r ta in  specif ied levels.
O th e r  p ro v is io n s  es tab l i sh ed  c r im in a l  p enal t ie s  for  in te rfe rence  with  

v o ter  r ights ,  o u t l in e d  a jud ic ia l  r eco u rse  fo r  d e l in q u e n t  s ta te  a n d  local 
g o v e rn m e n ts ,  a n d  d i rec ted  the  A t to r n e y  G en e ra l  “ fo r th w i th "  to  

in s t i tu te  p ro ceed in g s  a g a in s t  the  use o f  s t a le  a n d  local poll t axes  as a 
qua l i f ica t ion  fo r  voting .  ( Poll  t ax es  were  b a n n e d  in federa l  e lec t ions  by 
the  24lh A m e n d m e n t  to  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h ich  w as  rati f ied in 1964.)

In essence.  T h e  V o t in g  R ig h ts  A c t  o f  1965 p u t  the  full force o f  t h j  
law beh ind  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n ’s F i f t ee n th  A m e n d m e n t .  H ow ever ,  
“ S e n a to r  S a m ."  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p e r t ,  v o ted  ag a in s t  the  

a m e n d m e n t .
C a l l ing  o n  his o th e r  a r e a  o f  exper t i se ,  Erv in  to ld  his U niversity  D ay  

au d ie n c e  t h a t  “ G o d  g ra n ts  l iberty  only  to  th o se  w h o  love her  a n d  a re  

a lw ays  re ad y  to  d e fend  h e r .” It is in te re s t in g  to  see h o w  the  S e n a to r  
a d h e re s  to  th is  idea  in the  a r ea  o f  civil r ights .

T h e  Civil  R igh ts  Act of 1964. s igned in to  law by Pres iden t  J o h n s o n .  

Ju ly  2, 1964, c o n ta in e d  new p ro v is io n s  to  he lp  g u a ra n t e e  Blacks the 
right to  vote  a n d  g u a ra n t e e d  access  to  pub l ic  a c c o m o d a t i o n s  such  as 
ho tels,  mote ls ,  r e s ta u ra n ts ,  a n d  p laces o f  a m u s e m e n t .

A ssu m in g  th a t  S e n a to r  E rvin  is co r rec t  in a sse ssm en t  o f  G o d ’s 

c r i te r ia  fo r  the  g ra n t in g  o f  liberty ,  he is s u p p o r t e d  in the  d o c u m e n t  
w here  rests fam e  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Se c t io n  O n e  o f  the  F o u r t e e n th  
A m e n d m e n t  p rov ides  th a t  “ A L L  p e rso n s  b o r n  o r  n a tu ra l iz ed  in the  
U n i ted  S ta te s ,  a n d  sub jec t  t o  th e  j u r i s d ic t io n  th e reo f ,  a re  citizens o f  the 

U ni ted  S ta te s  . . . ” T h e re  is no  ca te g o r iz in g  o f  cit izens o n  the  basis of  

race.
T h is  sec t ion  f u r th e r  p ro v id es  th a t  “ N o  S ta te  sha l l  m a k e  o r  enforce  

a n y  law w hich  shall  a b r id g e  th e  privileges o r  im m u n i t ie s  o f  cit izens of  
the  U n i ted  S ta te s  .. .  n o r  de n y  to  a n y  p e r so n  w i th in  its ju r i sd ic t io n  the  

e qua l  p ro tec t io n  o f  the  law s.”
In v o t in g  a ga ins t  the  Civil R ig h ts  A c t  o f  1964, “ S e n a to r  S a m ” causes 

a  p e rso n  to  w o n d e r  a t  his re a so n in g ,  in light o f  his s t a te m en t  
m e n t io n ed  above .  E i th e r  he believes th a t  Black p eo p le  d o  no t  love 
l iberty  a n d  a re  no t  re ad y  to  d e fen d  it, o r  he has  dec ided  th a t  G o d  was a 

bit t o o  l ibera l with his gifts.
T h e  a b o v e  e x am p le s  a re  j u s t  a  few of  the  incons is tenc ies  be tw een  

S e n a to r  E rv in 's  v o t in g  r e co rd  a n d  his publ ic ized  r e p u ta t io n  for  
e sp o u s in g  f re ed o m  a n d  jus t ice  fo r  all A m er ican s .  T h e  federal 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  does  no t  d i s t r ib u te  r igh ts  o n  the  basis  o f  race. T h ere fo re ,  
a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p e r t  s h o u ld  n o t  t ry  to  d o  it e ither .

T h e  S e n a to r  sh o u ld  be p ra ised  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  in his va l ian t  e fforts  
to  preserve  A m e r ic a n  f r e e d o m s  f r o m  p e rv ers io n  a n d  a b r id g e m e n t  
t h r o u g h  an  inves t iga t ion  such  as the  o n e  be ing  c o n d u c te d  by the 

" W a t e r g a t e ” C o m m it tee .
H o w ev e r  he c a n n o t  be p ra ised  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  w h e n  he sacrifices 

the  liberi tes a n d  “ in a l ien ab le  r igh ts "  o f  ten  per  cen t  of  the  A m e r ic an  
p o p u la t i o n  an d  a p p r o x im a te l y  24 per  cent  ot his N o r t h  C a ro l in a  
c o n s t i tu e n cy  in o r d e r  to  ga in  a n d  m a in t a in  polit ical  p o p u la r i ty .  O r  

p e rh a p s  this  is no t  his p r im a r y  m o t iv a t io n  a t  all.
If one  believes t h a t  his C o n g re s s io n a l  v o t in g  reco rd  is a resu l t  o f  his 

exper t i se  on  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th ey  s h o u ld  give so m e  th o u g h t  to  the  
o p in io n  of  o n e  n o r t h e r n  s e n a to r  in re ference  to  S e n a t o r  Ervin: “ There 
isn 't  a n y o n e  in the  S e n a te  w h o  c a n  m a tc h  S a m  Ervin  on  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  as  l o n g a s  y o u  d o n ’t go  b e y o n d  th e  I w e l l th  A m e n d m e n t .

T ax e s
In c o m e  taxes  

^ v e r y  year  due.
Sa les  taxes.
I p ay  these  too .
L u x u r y  taxes .
M a y b e  o n e  o r  two.

Black taxes  
O n  e v ery th in g  1 do.

D o n  L. Lee

(ra t i f ied  S e p te m b e r  25, 1804).

Inks needed
U rgent ly  needed! O ld  cop ies  of  

B lack Ink,  especial ly  1969, ’70  an d  
’71. T h e  g r a d u a te  l ib ra ry  is in the  
p rocess  o f  c o m p i l in g  p h o to s t a t i c  
cop ies  o f  back  issues o f  the  Black 
Ink,  T h ese  cop ies  will be r e tu rn e d .

Senator speaking in Carmichael Auditorium. The “constitutional expert’s” views on civil rights 
are questionable. Ervin is the chairman of a special Senate committee investigating the Watergate 
affair.

Incarcerated Blacks 
Need our support

Valerie  Batts
M in is ter .o f In form ation

Bloods ,
A severely c r ip p l in g  p ro b le m  

which  B lack A m e r ic a  faces is the  
in ca rce ra t io n  o f  its people .  Ja i ls  
a c ro s s  the  c o u n t ry  a re  filled with 
black  fo lk, pa r t icu la r ly  black  men.

C o n s id e r ,  fo r  e x am p le ,  the  N .C .  
C o r re c t io n a l  sys tem. S ta t is t ics  on 
a d m is s io n  ra tes  given. D ecem b er ,  

1972 a re  as fol lows:
Men: 6534 white  W o m e n :  63 white

M en  5645 b lack  W o m e n :  271 b lack 
r e m e m b e r  too ,  th a t  b lacks  a re  
re p o r te d  to  be on ly  25 per  cen t  of 

the  s ta te  p o p u la t io n .
1 w o n d e r  if we u n d e r s t a n d  the  

ab o v e  s ta ted  p ro b lem .  T h e re  a re  
n u m e r o u s  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
b io logical  f a c to r s  e x p o u s e d  by the  
“ le a rn e d ” in these  respect ive  fields, 
a b o u t  w h y  b lack s  a n d  o th e r  
m inor i t ie s  a re  la w b re a k e r s  in such  
n u m b ers .  T h e  peop le  m a y  to o  
ig n o ran t ,  unciv i l ized,  t o o  p o o r  to  
s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  c r i m e ,  t o o  
u n m o t iv a te d  to  pull them se lves  up.  
f ru s t r a te d ,  host ile , l ack in g  in self
a p p re c ia t io n ,  b o rn  with  c r im inal  

m inds ,  etc. etc.
It is n o t  my objec t ive  here  to  

d isp u te  o r  e la b o ra te  o n  a n y  of  these  
theories .  It is my sincere  h o p e  th a t  
o u r  e d u ca t io n a l  exper ience  here  at 
the  univers i ty  will a l low  us to  
ind iv idua lly  reject ( o r  accep t  . . .) 
these  v a r io u s  ph i lo so p h ie s  afte r  
inves t iga t ion .

M y  c o n c e r n  is d e f in i t e ly ,  
how ever ,  th a t  we investigate ;  th a t  
we a re  m o v ed  b e y o n d  va r ious  
in te l lectual  d iscuss ions  to  check in g  

th ings  ou t .  I w a n t  y o u  to  t h in k  
a b o u t  y o u r  physical ly  in ca rce ra te d  

b ro th e rs  a n d  sisters.  Face  it b loods ,  

we a re  all one.
It is d i s t ress ing  to  witness  the  

a p a t h y  we black  masses  have  
to w a r d  w o rk in g  the  p r i so n e rs  
H o w  c a n  we k n o w  w h a t ’s 
h a p p e n in g  if we d o  n o t  deal  with 
them ?  Every  b lo o d  co u ld  lea rn  a 
r e a l  ' l e s s o n -  b y  m e r e l y  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  a n

in ca rce ra ted  b r o th e r  o r  sister! In 
ad d i t io n ,  eac h  black  s tu d e n t  w ou ld  
be m a k in g  a  vital c o n t r ib u t io n  to  
o u r  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e ,  by  
c o m m u n ic a t in g  a n d  c rea t in g  a 
b o n d  with  a n o th e r  b lood.

Let  all o f  us t h in k  a b o u t  it, 
especial ly  th o se  o f  us w h o  have had  
so m e  c o n ta c t  with b lack  folks w h o  
have  been  o r  w h o  a re  in pr ison.  
W hy  have  these  fo lks  been  locked 
up?  C o u ld  y o u  have  d o n e  so m e  of  
th e  sa m e  th ing?

W h e n  a sys tem of  g o v e rn m e n t  is 
c o n s t ru c te d  by laws a n d  n o rm s  
u n n a tu r a l  to  a n d  ineffect ive fo r  a 
large  seg m en t  of its p o p lu a t io n  it 
fol lows as a  logical c onsequence ,  
th a t  th e re  will be “ law b re ak e r s” 
f ro m  th a t  segm ent .  1 w o u ld  go so 
fa r  as to  say th a t  it is the  n a tu ra l  
t en d e n c y  of  these  people  to  devia te.  
T h o s e  o f  us w h o  have  so far 
“a d a p t e d ” t o  the  ex is t ing  societal  

laws a n d  n o r m s  a re  th en  in effect 
b e h av in g  “ u n n a tu r a l ly ” in ou r  
d ea l in g  with them .

A n d  1 get in to  theor iz ing .  T h e  
p o in t  I w a n t  to  s tress  is this; black

folk in p r i so n s  ac ross  th is  s ta te  a n d  

n a t io n  need us a n d  we need  them .  
O u r  survival  is in no  w ay  sep a ra te  
f ro m  theirs . All o f  us a r e  s tudy ing ,  
let us hope ,  t o  c o n t r ib u t e  o u r  pa r t  
in the  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  a  new  wor ld  
order ;  we surely c a n n o t  a f fo rd  to  
a d o p t  the  role  o f  o u r  o p p re sso r ,  
s e e in g  c la sses a n d  categories  
a m o n g  o u r  people . D isa ssoc ia t ion .  
to le ra t io n ,  a n d  a p a t h y  t o w a r d  ou r  
i nca rce ra ted  b ro th e r s  a n d  sisters 
negate ,  in my m in d ,  a black  
s tuden ts  belief  in the  fight  for 
l ibe ra t ion  a n d  just ice.

Bloods,  p lease  check  it ou t .  T he  
B S M  has access t o  n a m e s  of 
p r i soners  in N o r t h  C a r o l in a ’s jails. 
Y o u r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w i th  o n e  by 
mail  co u ld  m ea n  the  on ly  let ter  fo r  
m a n y  pr isoners .  T h e  o f f -cam p u s  
staff  w a n ts  a g r o u p  o f  black 
s tu d en ts  to  visit the  H i l l s b o ro u g h  
C o r re c t io n a l  I n s t i tu t io n  weekly. 
S im i la r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  c a n  be m a d e  
a t  C en tra l  Y o u th  a n d  P o lk  p r isons  
in Rale igh. T h e  m ec h a n is m s  are  
a v ia lab le  fo r  y o u  t o  begin  y o u r  
invest iga t ion;  will you?
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