
February, 1974 THE BLACK INK

An open letter to Blaine Macke
Dear Blaine,

1 read a  copy of your editorial 
“ BSM Pressure" which appeared 
in the U NC  Journalis t .  Needless to 
say, I was shocked and deeply 
grieved by your opin ions. Knowing 
you from  past experiences, 1 feel 
particularly moved to  reply to all 
the charges tha t you made against 
the BSM. It is my sincere hope that 
you read this and ultimately 
reconsider your position.

T o  begin with, 1 would like to 
state  tha t  the BSM is the sum total 
of the Black s tudent populace at 
Carol ina and general ly re f lec^  
this body’s stance. In the past when 
considerable num bers  , o f  Black 
students were into developing 
p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  
in v o lv e m e n t ,  th e  B S M  was 
l ikew ise .  P resen tly  most are 
i n t e r e s t e d  in m a k in g  th e i r  
experiences  at C aro l ina  both 
meaningful and  livable. The  BSM 
has again adjusted itself to  the 
s tudent body and  mirrors its 
concerns.

As you stated in the  article, 
there does exist differences of 
opinions and tactics as to what 
needs should be stressed. However, 
there also exists a co m m o n  goa l— 
th e  u p l i f t in g  o f  th e  Black 
com m unity  into a dignified and 
r e s p e c te d  place in American 
society. You further state tha t  if the 
students were “to find their own 
way” they would reject the BSM.

1 disagree. 1 feel tha t  in most 
instances, they would endorse it. It 
is my firm belief tha t  no  one .  
knowledgable o f  the realities of 
h i s / h e r  B lack  h e r i t a g e  and  
experience of recent years can 
forsake the necessity for solid 
Black organizations to  give voice 
to  their needs, pains, and  thoughts. 
They will fur ther realize that 
i n d e p e n d e n t  a c t i o n  as an 
individual m ay be quite satisfying 
personally, but all to often fails the 
test o f  time, because of the 
e x i s t e n c e  o f  n o
s t ru c tu re / i n s t i tu t io n  to  insure 
con tinuous pressure.

This  applies to  the efforts of 
Black students . There is no reason 
in the world , why you and  those 
after you should have to  go 
th rough  the hell of  alienation, 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  c o n s t a n t  
p r e s s u r e  to  ju s t i f y  m y / o u r  
existence at Carolina, as 1 did. The 
BSM is designed to seek to remove 
these crucial problems and keep 
them  removed for future students. 
The organization  is six years old 
and has a con tin ium  of  survival, 
growth, improvements ,  failures 
and successes which are passed on 
to future s tudents in their legacy. 
You further go on to  state,  the 
majority  of Black s tudents  now 
come from integrated schools and 
because of this, the BSM no longer 
serves a purpose  in orienting  them 
to whites. 1 disagree.

BSM as home base

Prior to  Carol ina ,  s tudents 
interacted with white only  on a 
d a i ly  8 -3 :30  basis. Here at 
Carol ina, they don 't  re turn home 
every evening, but rem ain  in a 
white environ, ei ther with white 
room m ates  o r  under  the white 
o r i e n t e d  a u sp ic e s  of dorms. 
Staying away from home creates 
problems for everyone. But when 
the problem is com pounded  with

the novel experience o f  being 
completely immersed in a white 
setting which most of us saw, but 
kept at a distance in high school, 
real adjustment problems develop.

The BSM can and does provide 
the absent hom e base. It represents 
the Black community, which has 
been left behind. It provide; all the 
o u t l e t s  fo r  e x p r e s s io n  a n d  
involvement that home provided — 
love, companionship, contention, 
problems and conflicts.

And even more germane to the 
point,  is the fact tha t most Black 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  o r i e n t e d  ' t ^  
whites at Carolina by their peers, 
w h o  do  th in g s  s a n c t io n e d ,  
u n s a n c t io n e d ,  and completely  
unknow n to BSM leadership. I 
believe that you have really over> 
exaggerated your criticism when 
you attach to the BSM great 
c o n f o r m i ty  e n fo r c in g  powers 
a m o n g  B lack freshmen. The 
quest ion of whether o r  not a 
student is ostracized is decided by 
his peers, not by any o rder  f rom  the' 
BSM.

Next you stated tha t  the  BSM 
gives the impression tha t  w ithout it 
nothingexis ts . As ridiculous as you 
seem to find this, you should 
consider all the offerings o f  the 
B S M — esp ec ia l ly  the cultural 
groups. W ithout the BSM it is 
extremely doubtfu l  tha t  these 
groups and events would take 
place.

Things do not happen  in a 
vacuum’, which is exactly w hat you 
would have without the  BSM. The 
University in the past , and I’ll 
wager in the present,  offered no 
standing p rogram  or real interest in 
revmoing the alienation tha t  Black 
students  feel at Carol ina. And 
fur thermore, you must know  by 
now that the U niversity takes a dim 
view of large num bers  o f  Black 
students grouping together to do 
anything. Black individuals they 
can personally unders tand ,  like, 
and deal with, but no t groups 
which look so much like the 
threatening masses.

Your implication tha t  the BSM 
totally saturates the incoming 
freshmen with slanted views of 
cam pus life in “ Black Notes," 1 find 
totally unwarranted . Especially 
when 1 remember tha t  the booklet 
is printed and dis tr ibuted by the 
U n iv e r s i ty  off ice  o f  Special 
assistant to the Dean.

1 am certain tha t  they have no 
intention of upgrading the BSM, 
or revealing Black life at Carol ina 
as unsatisfying. If you check very 
carefully you will find tha t  BSM 
input into the bookle t,  on an 
o rgan iza t io n a l  basis, is quite 
limited.

Parties are not bribes

Equally misinformed was your 
implication tha t  the BSM strives to 
use social functions as bribes to 
insure Black freshmen support.  
S u ch  is n o t  the case. The 
sponsoring of parties by the BSM 
on a more regular basis is in 
response to  all the hassle and  hell 
that individuals were catching on 
cam pus for giving parties.

In as much as the BSM is all 
about services for its membership 
the move was made to  fill the gap 
lelt by the suppression o f  social 
funct ion by do rm  rules on usage of 
social lounges, and the problem of

off-campus trouble-makers.
A ddress ing  myself to  your 

bombast of the Black Ink and the 
Weekly Ink as being p ropaganda  
to o l s ,  again you have over
exaggerated your criticism. The 
news and articles of the Black Ink 
and Weekly Ink are written by your 
fellow students  on what they feel to 
be relevant issues and events. To 
label them as p ropaganda  writers is 
s h e e r  n o n s e n s e ,  w hen  one
considers the variety and different 
atti tudes of the writ ing s ta f f

P r o p a g a n d a  c a l l s  f o r
c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t  a n d
directed aim. At no time was this 
the case with the Inks. Indeed, the 
policies of the Ink staffs have been 
( m u c h  t o ,  m y  p e r s o n a l  
dissatisfaction) to  invite all to  write
a n d  _ be w rit ten  about,__even
though they m ay have done
nothing previously to  w arran t such 
attention.

Just  as objectionable was your 
charge that the Inks contain 
inf lam matory  rhetoric. Really now 
Blaine, you sound so much like a 
paranoid  white person who sees 
Blacks asserting themselves and 
cast ing white people in a less 
favorable light. There is nothing 
inflammatory abou t  facing the 
fac t s  t h a t  Black people are 
constantly  battling uphill.

Simple wants  are no t met or 
granted unless a struggle occurs. 
T h e  u n iv e r s i t y  b u r e a u c r a c y  
contains considerable elements of a 
bygone era  who wind naught but 
ill. They are in the system and  can 
give us hell. We have no recourse, 
but to  battle back.

Racism not a myth

In connection with this, you 
seem to  feel tha t racism at UNC is a 
myth. Apparently  you have not 
examined either the University or 
C h a p e l  H i l J  c o m m u n i t y  
surroundings, well. The effects and 
manifestations of racism are quite 
p r e v a l e  i?t: n o  B l a c k
a d m in i s t r a to r s ,  embarrassingly 
few Black professors, decreasing 
numbers of Black students , scarce 
as hen's teeth Black graduate  
s t u d e n t s —esp ec ia l ly  in such  
crucial departments  as dental , 
medical and law schools, abusal of 
B l a c k  m a i d s  a n d  j a n i t o r s ,  
exploita tion of cheap local Black 
labor and dismissal of them  when 
the university has no fur ther use for 
them, continued abuse and insults 
at the hand of local dow ntow n 
merchants (Golden West, Carol ina  
Grill and  Western End o f  Franklin  
Street),  silence from authorit ies 
when racist incidents are reported 

at the hands ol instructors and 
cam pus police, and countless other 
incidents.

But you still maintain tha t  there 
is an over inflated image of 
suppression o f  Black people on 
cam pus and su r round ing  Chapel 
H il l /C arrboro  com munity . Are 
you mad?!!! In the face of all these 
incidents, no one. including you. 
should doub t  the need for the 
BSM's political voice.

A s f o r  th e  d e v o t io n  o f  
co n s id e ra b le  coverage of the 
struggles of Black people the world 
o \c r .  I ask you "W hy  Not?" 
Especially when we are  constantly  
b( 'mbarded with news o f  events in 
Europe. The BSM can not help it if 
the struggle of Black people

th roughou t  the world  oftentimes 
involves conflict with white peole 
or the white power structure .

BSM did not make o r  shape 
world events. South  Africa is a 
re a l i ty .  C ontinued  Portuguese 
control of areas in Africa tha t  are 
longing to be free, is a reality.
U nited States suppor t  for the white 
powers in erorr  is a reality. Are we 
supposed to  turn  ou r  backs on the 
struggles of our  fellow Black 
brothers and sisters (let alone their 
existence as part of humanity?!!! 
No!!!! Hell No!! Blacks across the 
whole world should know  and  deal 
with these events/s truggles  on 
some level whether in mental 
r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  p h y s i c a l  
involvement.

And you ask why considerable 
coverage is not given to  o ther  
areas. We have no need to. O ther  
areas receive at least 10 minutes of 
every news daily broadcas ts .  I 
applaud the BSM in its efforts to  
awaken Black s tudents to  the wide 
w o r ld  — especially  the African 
continent. A Euro-Americanized 
concept of the world we a lready 
have.

You then attack the BSM fo r '  
applying face to face pressure on 
Black students to  make them  vote 
a n d  s u p p o r t  its function. I 
mainta in  tha t  BS M strives to  make 
Black freshmen and  o the r  students 
aware of the  forces and  issues 
a round  and  involving them. Mass 
suffering of Black s tudents  f rom 
com m only  held ailments such as 
alienation, depression, and  a  sense 
of futility which white do m in a ted  
environs often give o r  create  is 
inexcusable when s tudents  can 
organize effectively to give voice to  
their plight and move to  correct it. 
While some play the  “ Uncle T o m "  
name calling and correspondingly  
dismissing this o r  tha t  s tudent 
because of this fact, I can  offer no 
defense. I have in the  past been 
guilty of this inclination.

But 1 will say tha t  1 find it very 
hard to like o r  respect a  person who 
constantly  denies his heritage and 
very  ex is ten ce  by constantly  
com prom ising  his integri ty and 
exhibiting a sickening willingness 
to  sale me and his people dow n the 
river for soc ia l/po li t ica l/econom ic '  
gain. To see people cringe before 
others because of feelings of 
inferiority, due ult imately to  their 
skin color,  which I share, infuriates 
me.

You further object to  the BSM 
placing considerable emphasis on 
the freshman populace. Doesn 't  it 
m a k e  good sense when one 
considers tha t  they are the largest 
single grouping of Black students. 
They are new and do  no t realize 
what has gone dow n before. The 
organization  can hardly  hope to 
progress, if up to  nearly one half of 
its potentially active members  do 
not know what is going on.

D em ands for more funds on the 
part  of the BSM is far from 
b ase less .  T h e  C h o i r ,  Opeyo 
Dancers , D ram a G ro up ,  Ebony 
Readers.  Black Ink. Weekly Ink, 
U pendo  and all o ther  BSM 
sponsored activities should  be 
lunded and funded well. In as 
much as Black s tudents  enable 
Caro l ina  to  receive considerable  
am oun ts  of federal funds, as well as 
all the back taxes tha t  Black 
generations h a w  invested in this

school before we were allowed to 
attend it. the BSM should be the 
first to  be funded.

In  b r a n d i n g  t h e  B S M  
detrim ental to the advancement of 
good hum an  relations, you make a 
very tragic charge tha t  will play 
right into the hands of those who 
wish Black people ill will, and insist 
t h a t  B la c k s ,  w h e re v e r  an d  
whenever organized, will only stir 
up hum an  em otion and dis turb the 
peace. Such charge has been 
leve led  against the N A A C P , 
S C LC , C O R E ,  Black Panthers, 
S N C C  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r  
o rganization  tha t  has worked for 
the bet term ent o f  ou r  people.

UNC limits growth

As for your  final charge tha t  the 
BSM limits the  growth of Black 
S tudents,  i mainta in  very strong 
o p p o s i t i o n .  If a n y th in g  the 
University of N orth  Carolina at 
Chapel Hill limits and under- 
developes the intellectual growth 
of many of its students — 
especially Blacks who are passed 
off as being generally mediocre in 
ta lent and intellect.

V ery  few can  m a tch  my 
involvement within the BSM. 1 
endorsed it my freshman year. All 
though  1 had quite a few very 
different ideas at times, i continued 
to  be involved because 1 recognized 
its potentia l and  importance. At no 
t ime did it limit my personal 
development,  ra the r  it enhanced 
my growth, gave me a base, a sure 
anchor  u p o n  which I could venture 
forth  into the swirling world of 
conflicts and  consternat ion  that 
w as  C a ro l in a .  T hrough  it 1 
heightened my perceptions o f  life 
and  the world a round  me. And 
most im portantly ,  1 began to have 
confidence in my ability to  grasp 
c o n c e p t s ,  w r i t e / c o m m u n i c a t e  
ideas, and s tand  on  my own 
thoughts .  W ithou t  this outlet 1 
dou b t  te ry  seriously w hether my 
i n t e l l e c t u a l / p e r s o n a l  g r o w th  
would have been as great, if at all.

I do  not consider myself an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r s o n  o f  
overpowering intellect but rather 
like the average Black student at 
Carolina. If 1 could grow through 
my experiences with the BSM then 
why can’t others? I b rand  your 
charges of narrow ing  the minds of 
s tudents as a particularly  vicious 
d is tort ion of the  truth.

In closing. 1 would like to say 
that th ro ugh ou t  your article, there 
were elements of tru th ,  but you 
quite wrongly tacked the blame on 
the BSM. The BSM does not make 
the Black students  at Carol ina, but 
ra ther they make it. If you see 
p r o v i n c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  b e in g  
displayed on cam pus  it is up to you 
to  w ork  to  change them. You will 
not accomplish this by a t tacking 
the w rong  agent (and I might add 
in  a most grie \ously  wrong 
m a n n e r—a white tabloid tha t is 
circulated mainly am on g  whites 
a n d  no t  th e  B lack  student 
p of 'U lace ) .  You s h o u l d  dVcct m c e  

attent ion  to the  strengths of Black 
s t u d e n t s  a t  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  
unders tand from  whence they 
co m e —the individual s tudent,  and 
u l t im a te ly  how they can  be 
changed th rough  the BSM.

In Unity, Under;
and LihfrHl’ 

Larry Wade


