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Tribute to Dr. Brewer
A nother BLA C K  d ream  — died. 
When the m an  keeled over.
Lord, 1 swear!! Fuck!! I tseem slike  
we
be losing
all our men, losing all our 
Black Gods.
O ur children losing their only real 
heroes
‘to they ever see ’em.
But you know, 1 k inda think 
there’s a reason.
‘Cause there so many 
gods
pretending — trying to be
jive-ass
niggers
jus t ‘cause it’s easy.
M aybe they need this so they’ll stop 
wasting time 
and fucking up 
like they doing 
We ain’t got no time and 
we sho’ ain’t 

igot no heroes
'to  be wasting and th row ing  away 
jlike this

Verdrey M. M ason

Editor's note: The Black Ink s ta jj  
dedicates this issue to Dr. Jam es  
M. Brewer, the late d irector o j the  
A Jro-A m erican  S tud ies program .

Freedom goal 
Jor tomorrow

Black brothers and black sisters. 
The time is now at hand , if you love 
freedom  as I believe tha t you do.

Freedom  belongs to those who 
fight for it and  secure f reedom for 
tom orrow . If we as black peoole 
fail to secure freedom today, then 
there can not be no freedom for 
tom orrow.

As you have seen, m any people 
put food into cans and  ja rs  to  be 
secure for tom orrow . If  they don’t 
do this then there will no t be a i ^  
food for tom orrow . This is the only 
way to  hold freedom, secured 
freedom for tom orrow , and tha t is 
how our black people will have 
freedom for tom orrow.

T o  s e c u r e  f r e e d o m  f o r  
tom orrow , there are no t any easy 
steps, because there will always be 
som eone in the way of the Black 
people.

Steps to freedom are something 
tha t must be paid with one’s life 
and freedom. So my brothers and 
sisters you must prepare yourselves 
to secure freedom now because 
tom orrow  belongs to who is 
prepared to secure freedom today.

W hen a bro ther and sister are 
p reparing themselves to secure 
freedom for tom orrow . These are 
black brothers and sisters who love 
freedom beyond life itself; they are 
willing to give up their own lives for
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Brothers!
Why don 
cha speak to

ug
ly sisters?

Ug
ly sisters are hu 
man too.
We w anna be spo 
ken to jus like 
them superfine sisters 
make yo’ m ou th  wa 
ter
C an’t help it cause we’re 

ug
ly sisters, 
l^ean , even ug 
ly brothers d o n ’t speak 
to  us ug
ly sisters. Brothers, I 
heard y’all laugh o ther day 
when I passed by an’ja  
d idn’t speak. Heard you 
say did you see tha t ug 
ly woman?
I understand tha t ’cause 
you speak to me do n ’t mean 
you’d ask me out o r  in, 
as the case may be. H eard 
you’d take a pretty sister 
to  dinner and an ug 
ly sister to 
bed.
Well, tha t do n ’t matter, 
point is, 1 want you 
to  start speaking to 
us ug 
ly sisters.

Ari

 the only 
fltting memorial

W hen the Black Studies P rogram  began about five years ago. it 
included four courses, two in history and  two seminars. Today  these same 
four  courses exist.

Dr. Jam es Brewer, who was appointed  d irec tor of the program  this 
year, has been w orking diligently to  expand  the program into a viable 
curriculum. At the time o f  his death , he was awaiting the approval o f  his 
proposed 15 course curriculum . The courses would include studies in 
Black education . Blacks and C rim inal justicc. Black psychology. Black 
dialect and Black art.

C hancellor Ferebce T ay lo r  in a recent interview by the D TH  was 
quoted  as having said that Dr. Brewer “exerted and hum an i/m g  inlluence 
on the institution and all tha t knew him .” But how much of that influence 
rubbed off bn the University. If T ay lo r  and the adm inis tra tion  want to 
insure that Dr. Brewer's efforts were not in vain, the only fitting memorial 
that they can give him is to  implement his much nurtu red  dream s ol hiring 
black professors to begin the courses next semester.

A nother tr ibute  to  Dr. Brewer should be a collection ot Black literature 
in his honor taken from the expand ing  collection in the undergraduate  

library.

Capital punishment 
used as weapon

Talented need help

Carl Williams
C entral Prison Inm ate

W hat is capital punishm ent? Is it 
utilized as a de terren t for crime o r  
is it for violation o f  the interracial 
code?

As late as the I860’s, such crimes 
as rape and m urder, com m itted  by 
a white man, were punishable  by 20 
to  30 lashes. But if the crime was 
com m itted  by a Black, the penalty  
was death.

In the 1800’s, and  som e places 
today. Blacks were no t allowed to 
strike whites, even in self-defense. 
T he m ax im um  penalty  for any 
crime com m itted  by a  Black could 
be death. W hites could  kill a Black 
and  it was seldom  regarded as 
murder.

With the above in mind, we 
c o m e  a s t e p  c l o s e r  in

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w hy  c a p i ta l  
punishm ent is necessary to  the 
whites in the United States. Capital 
pun ishm en t is no t actually for 
whites, b u t for Blacks.

In A labam a alone there have 
been over 400 executions since the 
1930’s and two th irds o f  these have 
been Blacks. Does this sound 
reasonable  w here Blacks are a 
minority? T here  must be an  answer 
for this question  somewhere.

T o d ay ’s laws reflect the feelings 
tha t  existed am ong  whites a 
cen tury  ago. Statistics show that 
Blacks and  o ther minorities are in 
the m ajority  on all prison death 
rows. W hy should this be when 
again these people are a minority?

T o  c o m p re h e n d  the death  
penalty  in its p roper  perspective,
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b y  C o n g r e s s m a n  A u g u s t a  
Hawkins

As pa r t  o f  my continu ing  interest 
in  k e e p i n g  c u r r e n t  a b o u t  
educational p rogram s affecting 
ou r  youth, I recently read  an  Office 
of Education  repo r t  ab ou t s^ ted  
and ta lented youth  in elementary 
and secondary  schools.

in  an age when we are greatly 
concerned ab ou t the destruction  
and waste of ou r  na tu ra l  resources 
according to  this O.E. report, we 
are w asting ou r  m ost precious 
resource, because o f  ou r  failure to 
properly  identify and  help the 
gifted and  ta lented youth  in our 
midst.

C om ine  in all colors, sizes, an d  
s h a p e s ,  t h e y  a re  b r ig h te r ,  
intellectual, interested in exploring 
new ideas; exceptionally fascinated 
with abstrac t concepts and  ethical 
concerns and greatly neglected!!

C on tr ibu ting  to  this evidence o f  
neglect as revealed in the O.E. 
s tu d y ,  is the  fact tha t  the 
departm en ts  of education in onlv 
ten states m the nation  have 
engaged full time staffs to  search 
ou t and w ork with the gifted.

These staffs are part  o f  the small 
c o re  o f  d e v o te d  e d u c a to r s ,  
guidance counselors and other 
i n t e r e s t e d  a d u l t s  w ho  a re  
a t tem pting  to  provide planned, 
e x p e r t  g u i d a n c e  a n d  
encouragem ent to  the estimated 
four per cent o f  the gifted and 
t a l e n t e d  w h o  a r e  re c e iv in g  
assistance; the potentia l gifted 
popula tion  consists of some two 
million youth.

A com m on assum ption is tha t  
the gifted com e from  privileged 
backgrounds. T he O.E. report 
reveals tha t  the gifted can be found 
in every s tra ta  of society, from 
inner city ghettoes to  poverty 
stricken, rural Appalachias.

O u r  m ajor concern then should 
beUo find the gifted, and  help them

master their “differentness” so that 
they become aware_of the positive 
i^leans oflitlRzing their ^ d U c t iv e  
potential.

One such effort, supported 
th rough  Titles I, III and V of the 
E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a ry  
E ducation  Act, is being conducted 
by the Southw est Educational 
D e v e lo p m e n t  L a b o r a t o r y  in 
Austin, Texas.

The Developm ent L abora to ry  is 
e x p l o r i n g  new  m e th o d s  o f  
identifying gifted minority group 
members, who might otherwise 
rem ain unidentified because of 
their d isadvantaged circumstances.

Their labora tory’s plan is to  
form ulate  p roto type materials for 
state education departm ents , in the 
state’s efforts to use fresh, creative 
test instrum ents which slo  not 
penalize Blacks o r  Chincanos 
because o f  language o r  cultural

riT^FiNKi

differences and yet can be useful in 
finding gifted youngsters in these 
populations.

S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  
Education  are being encouraged 
and strengthened to organize full
time staffs, capable o f  dealing with 
p rogram s for the gifted and 
talented.

W ith  the suppo r t  of E SE A  
funding, every state, no t ju s t  the 
present ten, would then be capable 
of provid ine  leadership within 
t he i r  ju r i s d i c t i o n s  for solid, 
definitive program m ing.

ESEA  funds are also being 
earm arked to  develop private 
s e c t o r  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  fo r  
disadvantaged gifted and  ta lented 
students, who clearly have the 
potential for college work; o r \ jp {  
the purposes o f  this program, is to 
encourage these youth to  work at
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