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W hat is behind that Superfly image?

Talk about men

By C h iq u e tta  S hackleford

W ri ie r

S upe rf ly  is still w ith  us. He can be 

seen stru tt ing a ro u n d  cam pus w ith  

pressed ha ir ,  w id e  b r im  ha t and  

spo rt ing  a cane. Is this w h a t  a ttrac ts  

b la c k  fem ales? The th re e  lad ies  

in t e r v ie w e d  e x p re s s e d  m u tu a l 

disgust fo r  w h a t  seems to  be  a 

con tinu ing  fa d  a m o n g  a segm ent o f 

b la c k  m a le p o p u la t io n .

Evelyn: "The sup e rf ly  look doesn 't 

tu rn  me on. Black men a re  try in g  to 

ch a n g e  the ir  im a g e  by cha n g in g  

th e ir  ha ir  style a n d  c lo th ing , bu t the 

cha n g e  should come fro m  a m enta l 

a s p e c t .  It 's  n o t  superf ly , bu t 

su p e rf ic ia l . "

C aro lyn : " I  d o n 't  l ike the  superf ly  

look. You can 't  see the  m an because 

o f  his clothes. It tends to g ive  you a 

ne g a t iv e  o p in ion  o f a  m an  b e fo re  

you ge t to  know  h im ."

Lynn: " i  despise the  sup e rf ly  look 

w ith  u tte r disgust. It should have  been 

le f t  in the 50 's ."

W hen  asked her impression o f  men 

w h o  p r id e  themselves on be ing  

super-cool, Lynn re p l ie d , "Coolness is 

oka y , because be ing  cool is a p a r t  o f 

be in g  Black. M en th ink th a t  if  they 

a r e n ' t  cool, w om en w o n 't  p a y  them  

a n y  a t t e n t io n .  H o w e v e r,  they  

shou ldn 't  be  too  cool to  be spoken 

to . "

The question which re a lly  f la re d  

tem pers was the be lie f  expressed 

th a t  most Black wom en on UNC's 

cam pus a re  "stuck u p "  a n d  w a lk  

a ro u n d  w ith  the ir  heads in the clouds. 

Evelyn said, "It 's  a cop-out. These 

type  o f  p re - judgem ents  kee p  w om en 

ac ting  the  w ay  they o re . The guys do  

no t a p p ro a c h  wom en or g ive  them  a 

chance, and  I fee l it's just a 

m isrepresented s tereotype. Some 

men fee l th a t they have so much to  

p ro v e ."

Lynn; "1 w o n 't  say th a t th e re  a re n ' t  

some stuck up  wom en on this cam pus, 

bu t fo r  eve ry  stuck up one, the re 's  a 

nice one. M en here a re  on e g o  tr ips  

an d  a l l  they w a n t  to d o  is 'ru n  

jw h o re s /  W om en a re  just a f r a id  o f  

g e tt in g  hu r t ."

C aro lyn : "There  is some Black g ir l  

fo r  eve ry  Black guy. This stuck-up 

th in g  is just a ra t io n a l iza t io n , like 

say ing all Black w om en a re  too  

short."

Finally, 1 asked the  lad ies  w h a t  

a t t ra c te d  them  in a m an. Evelyn's 

an sw e r was, "H onesty is most 

im p o rta n t,  bu t it's very h a rd  to  f in d  

an  honest m an. Neatness also 

a p p e a ls  to me because a m an shows 

his self con fidence  th ro u g h  his 

physical a p p e a ra n c e .  I also like 

am b it ious  men, because I'm an 

am b it ious  person, and  in te ll ige nce  is 

also im p o r ta n t . "

" I  don't like the Superfly look. You  

can't see the m an because of his 

clothes." Black men and women style casually

Are you listening ladies?E v e ly n 's  o p in io n  w a s  qu ite  

d i f fe re n t .  "S om e one w h o  is ac ting  

super-cool is say ing 'I'm not rea lly  

cool, bu t 1 w a n t  you to  th in k  I a m . ' It's 

l ike  d ra m a t iz in g .  If he w e re  cool, 1 

cou ld  see it w ith o u t the front.^

C aro lyn  be lieves, "A  lo t o f  men ge t 

re in fo rce d  fo r  coolness, a n d  it makes 

them  act even coo le r, un til soon 

the y 're  no t a p p ro a c h a b le .  Part o f  this 

is the girls ' fa u l t . "

Lynn also be lieves th a t  honesty in a 

m an is a precious com m odity . " I  l ike  a 

m an w ith  a go o d  sense o f  hum or. I 

also like an  honest m an, b u t  tha t 's  a 

very ra re  t ra i t .  Responsibility  a n d  

in d e p e n d e n c e  a re  also im p o r ta n t . "

C aro lyn : "In  a m an I look  fo r  a 

g o o d  pe rsona lity ; som eone w ho  is 

e a sy  to  re la te  to w ith  g o o d  

conversation. 1 also like c re a t iv ity  in a 

m a n ."

By A lle n  H . Johnson Ml

Sports Edi tor

Does a fe m a le  co u n te rp a r t  to the  

"S u p e r f ly "  im a g e  exist? Do the 

meticu lous ha irdos, m a ke -up , a n d  

fo r t y is h  c lo th e s  c o n s t i tu te  an  

antithesis to  the  ca re fu l ly  ca lcu la ted  

coolness o f  the  im pe ccab ly  dressed, 

p la t fo rm -h e e le d  ma le? A m a jo r i ty  o f  

males in te rv ie w e d  re p l ie d  a  d e f in i te  

"y e s "  to  these questions, no t ing  th a t 

some w om en do , in d e e d , try  to  be 

" b a d " ,  just as some men do .

" M a y b e  some w om e n  d o n 't  

ac tu a l ly  th in k  th e y 're  try in g  to be  th a t  

w a y , "  ob served  Charles, " b u t  tha t 's  

the  w a y  It comes across. 1 can 

u n de rs tand  p e o p le  g o in g  th ro u g h  

pe r iods  o f  moodiness o r so litude , bu t 

when  the y 're  a lo o f  eve ry  d a y  you 

te n d  to  rece ive las t ing  im pressions."

Ellio t a g re e d .  "They just d e m a n d  

a tte n t io n  just like the  guys do . That's 

w hy  you 'l l  see a g ir l  w a lk in g  d o w n  the 

street in ho t pa n ts  look in g  a r o u n d  to 

see how  m a n y  du des  h a ve  no ticed  

her. it's a n d  e g o  th in g .

Ellio t no ted  th a t  w h e n  fe m a le  

coolness is m a n ifes te d  in a  "s tu c k -u p "  

o t t i tu d e ,  i t  cou ld  ve ry  w e ll b e  a sign 

o f  insecurity.

"These girls m ay be a fra id  to  

becom e seriously involved with 

g u ys /' he said "because they're  not 

fu re  they con hand le  the situation 

that a  serious relationship presents."

"T hey 're  just fo o l in g  them se lves,"  

a d d e d  M ilton . "T hey 're  d e n y in g  the ir  

true emotions. 1 pe rsona lly  d o n 't  th ink  

a n y  fe m a le  is spec ia l."

M ilton  a lso be lieves th a t  the  

"cuteness a n d  soph is t ica t ion " o f  a 

w o m a n  can inv ite  a n u m b e r  o f

u n p le a s a n t consequences, inc lud in g  

a host o f  fe m a le  enemies.

"W o m e n  a re  qu ick  to  becom e 

envious, jea lous, a n d  d o w n r ig h t  

d is d a in fu l  o f  o th e r w om en w ho  

profess to  be  'Miss C h ick ',"  he said.

A re  men a t t ra c te d  to  the  w o m a n  

w h o  projects  the  so-called "M iss 

C h ick" im ag e?

"S om e gents  p ro b a b ly  th in k  its a  

c h a l le n g e , "  C harles  re p l ie d .

"hs  k ind  o f  a status th in g , "  a d d e d  

Frank. "H m akes a  m a n  fe e l a  ce r ta in  

a m o u n t o f  p res t ige  to  be  seen w ith  

'Miss C h ick '."

W hen asked i f  he would seek the

status th a t  a "M iss C h ick"  cou ld  o f fe r ,  

Frank pa u se d , th e n  re s p o n d e d , 

"H ones tly , I 'd ha v e  to  say y e a h , b u t  

you 've  g o t  to  re a l iz e  th a t  once you 

g e t  to  know  he r you cou ld  f in d  ou t 

th a t  she isn't re a l ly  th e  'Miss Chick ' 

you  th o u g h t  she w a s ."

W h a t  do the men in terview ed k>ok 

fo r  in a p ro s p e c tiv e  fe m a le

co m pan io n?

" L o o k s ,  d r e s s ,  a n d  

com ponionship," Elliot rem arked .

"I p re fe r a  q u iet, attractive  giH w ho is 

in no w ay  'Miss C h ic k '/' said Frank.

"First you notice th e  physical 

attractio n ,"  ad m itted  Charles. "A in 't 

no use sayin' you do n 't 'cause you do. 

But eq ually  im po rtan t a re  the young 

lady's persorKjjity ar»d w hether o r not 

she's com patib le  w ith you. I*ye <^woys 

said: 'If you do n 't w ont m e fo r who I 
am , then I am  rK>t the on e you w ont.

Pseudo Lover

Touch my ha n d , ho ld  my f in g e r .

I'm c a u g h t u p  in you.

Brush my cheek, stroke my ha ir ,

I'll be lieve  in you.

W h ispe r sacred, honest oaths,

Faith, I'll have  in you.

Close my eyes a n d  kiss the lids, 

r i l  a lw ays  fo l lo w  you.

Tell m e— he lp  m e . unde rs tand ,

I w o n 't  pressure you.

G ive  my love, g ive  me strength.

I'm a p a r t  o f  you.

Put yo u r s trong  a rm  on my shoulder. 

G ive  me h o p e  fo r  l ife.

Keep m e— d a w n  w ill usurp dusk.

But r t l  fee l secure.

Till you  fa i l  m e— de s troy ing  my w o r ld ,  

A nd  leave  me here . . .  a lone .

E velyn  Dove

"These girls m ay  be a fra id  to 

become seriously involved... because  

they're not sure they can h an d le  the  

situation..."


