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W addell: the future holds promise

ChariM W addell ponders challeng* of a  tar— r w ith Hm Son 
Diego Chargers. (Staff photo by Russell Davis)

By G w e n  W a l la c e

Sports Wr i ter

N ext fa l l  the  Tarheels w ill be  minus o  track  runner, a b a ske tb a ll p la y e r  an d  

a t ig h t  end  to r  the  fo o tb a l l  team .

C harles  W a d d e l l ,  a n  indu s tr ia l re la tions  m a jo r  fro m  S outhern Pines, 

g ra d u a te s  this spr ing  a n d  starts his sports c a re e r as a  p ro .

D urin g  the  fo u r  yea rs  he a t te n d e d  C a ro l in a , W a d d e l l ,  a th ree -spo rt star in 

a n  a g e  o f  spe c ia l iza t ion , invo lve d  h imself as d e e p ly  in a th le tics as he d id  in 

academ ics.

" I t  took  a  lo t o f  t im e  a n d  d e d ic a t io n ,"  he sa id . A g r e a t  d e a l o f  C harles ' s tudy 

l im e  a n d  most o f  his " p a r t y in g "  w as substitu ted  w ith  sports prac tice .

Physical co n d it io n in g  p ro ve d  to  be  im p o r ta n t  in W a d d e l l 's  "tr io -spo rts  " 

ca ree r. He e x p la in e d  th a t  by  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in th re e  sports, one  has to  be 

s incerely d e v o te d  to  each o f those sports. Foo tba ll usua lly  beg ins  in August; 

a f te r  fo o tb a l l ,  b a s k e tb a ll  season opens. A nd  by  the  end  o f  track  season school 

is o u t— w hich  m eans w o rk in g  ou t fo r  the  next fo o tb a l l  season.

The t ig h t  end  d isp la ye d  s trong p o te n t ia l th is season as he re ce ived 17 passes 

a n d  succeeded in scoring ” 3 o r 4 to u ch d o w n s ."  Yet he exp ressed d issatis faction 

w ith  his o ve ra ll  p e r fo rm a n ce .

"This w as a ve ry  d is a p p o in t in g  season fo r  m e ,"  he reca lled , because "I 

d id n ' t  g e t  to  p la y  as much as 1 w a n te d  to . "

D espite  his f ru s tra t in g  sen ior ye a r, C harles  h a rb o re d  no ill fee lin g .

"C o a ch  D oo ley  is a g o o d  coach in w h a t  he does. I le a rn e d  to  be a g o o d  

b lo c k e r ."

It seems th a t  James Betterson, Jimmy Jerom e, a n d  M ik e  V o igh t p la y e d  more 

th a n  W a d d e l l  because the y  w e re  fa s te r  runners. S till, W a d d e l l  fee ls th a t  he 

h a d  th e  ca p a c ity  to  catch the  b o ll  b u t it w as  se ldom  th ro w n  to  him.

W a d d e l l 's  sports ca re e r a t  C a ro lin a  has on ly  be e n  a b e g in n in g  because 

nex t y e a r  he is look in g  fo rw a rd  to  p la y in g  p ro -b a l l  w ith  the  San D iego 

C ha rg e rs . The rec ru it fee ls  th a t  i f  he goes to  th e  te a m  in to p  shape a n d  does 

w e ll,  he w ill ha ve  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  " ta k e  o v e r" .

" I 'm  en thus ias t ic ,"  he n o te d , "be cause  "S a n  D iego  Is a nice p la c e ."  Charles 

fee ls  th e  s itua tion  is g o o d  because it is in a  "c u ltu re  o f  you ng  p la ye rs ."

An A ll ACC p e r fo rm e r  in his jun io r ye a r, a n d  A ll-A m e r ica n  in fo o tb a l l  this 

y e a r ,  th e  a r t ic u la te  senior's c re den t ia ls  a re  im pressive en ough .

As fo r  nex t yea r 's  Ta rhee l squ ad , C harles sees exce lle n t p o te n t ia l.

" I t  is a  ba s ica lly  yo u n g  te a m  w ith  rea l g o o d  p laye rs . H av ing  seven b lack  

fre shm e n in the  next y e a r  shows g o o d  re c ru itm en t.

"This te a m  is a y e a r  a w a y  fro m  b e in g  a g r e a t  te a m . I p re d ic t  t h a t  th e y 'l l  be 

in  th e  to p  fen  tw o  yea rs  fro m  now , espec ia lly  w ith  B ro a d w a y  a n d  Russell."

C ha r les  W a d d e l l  is just a  "k ic k -o f f "  fro m  the  San D iego  C horgers . He 

re m em b ers  C a ro lin a  w e ll w h e n  he th inks d e e p ly  a n d  says th a t  his b igg es t 

re co g n it io n  a t  U N C  w as "w in n in g  the  th ree  le tte rs ; no  o n e  h a d  d o n e  it  in a b o u t  

21 y e a rs ."

A n d  no  one  m a y  re p e o t  th a t  fe a t  fo r  q u ite  som e t im e  to  come.

Runners

jilted?
By C h iq u e t ta  S h a c k le fo rd

C a ro lin a 's  track  te a m , w hich has 

more b lack  p a r t ic ip a n ts  th a n  an y  

o th e r  sport on cam pus, has be en  

ji lted  fro m  press c o v e ra g e  no t on ly  by  

the Tar Heel, b u t also by  the  Black 

Ink, a n d  the  b lack  m em bers  o f  the  

tea m  a re  b e g in n in g  to  vo ice th e ir  

an g e r. Sam Beasley, R egg ie  Brown, 

W in f re d  Falls, H o w a rd  Fitts, C harles  

Hayes, E lw ood Johnson, a n d  Dennis 

Q u ick  a re  the seven b lack  m em bers  

of the  tra ck  tea m . Led by  H e a d  

Coach Joe H ilton, Assistant Coaches 

H u b e rt  W est a n d  Tony W a ld ro p ,  a n d  

Tra iners Don Bailey a n d  Ron T illm an, 

C a ro lin a 's  tea m  fin ished  second 

b e h in d  M a ry la n d  in last yea r 's  AC C  

stand ings.

All o f the  runners expressed 

m u tua l d is like  fo r  the lack o f  t ra ck  

cove rage . "Even g ir ls ' b a se b a ll gets 

m ore  cove ra g e  th a n  w e  do . W e  t ra in  

just as h a rd  o r even h a rd e r  th a n  

o th e r  a th le tes . R egg ie  a n d  Sam a re  

tops in the co n fe re n ce ,"  exc la im ed  

E lwood Johnson.

S am  Beasley, w ho  describes 

h im se lf as an  a v id  su p p o rte r  o f BSM 

a c t iv i t ie s ,  expressed e xce p tio n a l 

d is a p p o in tm e n t in th e  Black Ink's 

n e g ligence  o f t ra ck  events.

Most o f  the  b lack  runners on the  

te a m  run because o f  a  pe rsona l 

in te rest in t ra ck  o r  because o f  h igh  

school p a r t ic ip a t io n  in track . O n ly  tw o  

runners, R egg ie  B rown o f T r in id a d  

a n d  Sam  Beasley a re  on  a fu l l  t ra ck  

scho la rsh ip , b u t t ra in e r  Don Bailey  

says th a t  ex tensive re c ru it ing  o f  Block 

runnners  fo r  sprints Is b e g in n in g .

Track season be g ins  June 1st w ith  

in d o o r  events. This con tr ibu tes  to  the  

lock  o f  c o ve ra g e , be cause the  

o p e n in g  o f  th e  season fa lls  in  the  

(C on f. on p a g e  i 5 )

Thompson and State should have gone
By Allen Johnson

Sports Edi tor

T h e  N o r t h  C a r o l in a  S ta te  

W o lfp a c k ,  fo l lo w in g  its d is a p p o in t in g  

70 -66  se tback a t  the  ha nds  o f  the 

Tarheels in the ACC T o u rn am en t 

fina ls , f la t ly  re fused  a b id  a n d  an  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  b e  to p -se e d e d  in the 

N a t io n a l In v ita t io n a l Tourn am en t.

"T hat's  a  to u rn a m e n t fo r  losers," 

State 's D av id  Thom pson c o n te n d e d  in 

a  G R E E N S B O R O  DAILY NEWS 

in te rv iew .

"I d o n 't  w a n t  to  p la y  in a n o th e r 

b a ske tb a ll  g a m e  unless its in the 

N C A A , " echoed  te a m m a te  M o n te  

Towe.

G ra n te d ,  fo r  a te a m  w h ich  has 

savo red  the  taste  o f a p e r fe c t  27-0 

c a m p a ig n  a n d  ACC tit le  in 1973; a 

31-1 slate , ACC tit le , a n d  N C A A  

ch a m p ion sh ip  in 1974; a n d  a 22-6 

reco rd  a n d  to p  ten  n a t io n a l ra n k in g  

this yea r, the  id e a  o f p a r t ic ip a t in g  in 

a to u rn e y  w ith  on ly  one  ra n k e d  tea m  

a n d  a cast o f  less th a n  the  most h igh ly  

r e g a r d e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  is 

u n d e r s t a n d a b ly  no t an  ove rly  

a p p e a l in g  th o u g h t.

Still, the  presence o f S ta te  a n d  

D av id  Thom pson in the  NIT w ou ld  

ha ve  o f fe re d  a d e le c ta b le  t re a t  fo r  

M a d is o n  S q u a re  G a rd e n  fans. 

S tate 's  presence, in fa c t ,  w o u ld  hove 

MAD E th e  NIT, a d d in g  a  d e g re e  of 

g l a m o u r ,  p r e s t ig e ,  a n d  yes , 

le g it im a c y  to  the a f f a i r .

S ta te  itse lf a lso w o u ld  ho ve  

b e n e f i te d ,  d is p la y in g  Thompson, 

M o e  Rivers, a n d  Kenny C a rr  in the  

m e d ia  ce n te r  o f  the  n a tion . The 

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  the  W o lfp a c k  in N ew  

Y o rk  w o u ld  h a v e  a lso a id e d

re c ru it in g  a n d  p u b l ic  re la tions. A nd  

th e  p laye rs  w o u ld  ha ve  no d o u b t  

en jo ye d  the  tr ip .

S ta te  cou ld  h a ve  g iven  the  NIT the 

key in g re d ie n t  to  be co m in g  an  eve n t 

r iv a l in g  even the  N C A A  tou rney . 

W ith  W o lfp a c k ,  C lemson, South 

C a ro l in a ,  O re g o n ,  a n d  St. John's 

inc lud ed  in its f ie ld ,  th e  NIT m igh t 

ho ve  re ta in e d  some o f its ta rn ished  

g lo ry .

Instead, D a v id  Thompson has 

p la y e d  his f in a l  co l le g ia te  g a m e  a n d  

the  N o t io n a l In v ita t io n a l Tourn am en t 

rem ains  th e  "o th e r  to u rn a m e n t ."

D o n ' t  P ick on  Us

M a n y  NIT coaches w e re  no tice a b ly  

upset a t  com m ents b y  bo th  p laye rs  

a n d  coaches th a t  the 16 -team  a f f a i r  

is "m in o r  le a g u e "  a n d  a "loser's  

to u rn a m e n t , "  a n d  o p e n ly  vo iced 

th e ir  d is a p p ro v a l  in an  Associated 

Press story.

" A n y b o d y  w h o  r u n s  th is  

to u rn a m e n t  d o w n ,"  sa id  South

C a ro lin a 's  F rank M cG u ire , "d o e s n 't  

kno w  w h a t  he's ta lk in g  a b o u t . "

P r in c e to n  C oach  Pete C a r i l l

s n a p p e d ,  c o n c e r n i n g  D a v id  

Thom pson 's  com m en t th a t  the  NIT is a 

" lose r's  to u rn a m e n t " :  " W e  spend too  

much t im e  w o r ry in g  a b o u t  N orth

C a ro l in a  S ta te . They 're  no t p la y in g  

a n y w h e re . "

The on ly  c o m p la in t  he re  is th a t  the 

NIT has a p e c u l ia r  ave rs ion  to  Black 

teams.

A M erger
The C e n tra l In te rc o l le g ia te  A th le tic  

A s s o c i a t i o n  h e ld  its  a n n u a l

t o u r n a m e n t  in the  G re e n sb o ro

State 's Oovid Thompson, firing a  jum per over the outstretched 
hands of Ed Stahl,<ould m ake or break the ABA w hen he chooses

pro leogues. (DTH photo)

Coliseum , d ra w in g  in excess o f 

24 ,000  fans  in th re e  days. A t the 

sam e t im e , the  M id e a s te rn  A th le tic  

C on fe ren ce  he ld  its to u rn a m e n t in 

B a lt im ore 's  Civic C en te r, d ra w in g  

8 ,6 7 4  fans  fo r  the  f ina ls .

N e x t  y e a r ,  th e  tw o  b lack  

c o n fe re n c e s  w ill com b ine  th e ir  

tou rnam ents , e f fe c t in g  a m e rg e r 

w h ich  w ill a lm ost ce r ta in ly  assure sell- 

o u t  c r o w d s  a n d  b a s k e t b a l l  

exc ite m en t r iva lin g  even th a t  o f  the  

g o o d , o l ' ACC.

In te res t ing ly , the  M EAC  team s 

w e re  o r ig in a l ly  m em bers  o f  the C IAA  

w ho  fo rm e d  th e ir  new  con fe re nce  in 

a n  a t t e m p t  to  g o  b ig - t im e .  

U n fo r tu n a te ly , a l th o u g h  M a ry la n d  

Eastern Shore be cam e the  firs t Black 

te a m  to  g o  to  the NIT, g o o d  clubs in 

the  MEAC  ( inc lud ing  the  cham p ions) 

usua lly  w in d  up  th e ir  to u rn a m e n t  

h a v in g  n o w h ere  to  go .

The Russell M y s te ry  

Bill Russell, fo rm e r  cen te r a n d  
coach o f  th e  Boston Celtics, a n d  now  

h e a d  c o a c h  o f  t h e  S e a t t le  

Supersonics, rem ains  s ilent on his 

reasons fo r  re fus ing  indu c tion  in to  the  

N a t io n a l B aske tba ll H a ll o f  Fame. 

Russell w il l say no th in g  m ore  th a n  the  

fa c t  th a t  he refuses to r  "p e rs o n a l 

r e a s o n s . "  O b s e rv e rs  can on ly  

specu la te  w h a t  those reasons a re .

M e a n w h i le ,  th e  re ac tion  to  

Russell's spu rn ing  o f  th e  h o n o r is 

m ixed . Some persons ha ve  e x h ib i te d  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h ile  o thers have  

becom e e m b it te re d .

"h 's  u n th in k a b le ,"  fu m e d  fo rm e r  

U nivers ity  o f  Kentucky C oach  A d o lp h  

R upp in  a  U n ited  Press In te rn a t io n a l 

(Cont. on p a g e  14)


