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Nowhere to go, No one to play
It used to b e  th a t  w e p icked  the 

co t ton  a n d  the w h i te  p e o p le  g o t  

the  m oney. N o w  w e  shoot the 

b a s k e tb a l ls  a n d  the w h ite  schools 

g e t  the  m oney.

—  R e v e r e n d  J e s s e  J a c k s o n

The N o r th  C a ro l in a  A a n d  T 

S ta te  Un ivers i ty  A g g ie s  su b d u e d  

p o w e r fu l  M o r g a n  S ta te  70-65  in 

th e  f in a ls  o f  the  M id -E as te rn  

A th le t ic  C o n fe re n c e  T ou rn a m e n t  

to  c a p tu re  th e i r  th i rd  t i t le  in fo u r  

years .

The A g g ie s '  season closed a t  

t h a t  po in t .

Desp ite  an  18-7 reco rd ,  a 

ta le n te d  cast o f  p laye rs ,  a n d  a 

h u g e  fo l lo w in g  o f  students a n d  

a lu m n i ,  c o u p le d  w ith  th e  N C A A  

T o u r n a m e n t ' s  I n v i t a t i o n a l  

T o u rn o m e n t ,  th e  A g g ie s  saw 

post-season ac t ion  on ly  on  th e i r  

te lev is ion  sets.

The i ro ny  is c o m p o u n d e d  w h e n  

th e  fa c t  Is co n s id e re d  t h a t  the

N a t io n a l  In v i ta t io n a l  T o u rn a m e n t  

once a g a in  bypassed  A a n d  T in 

fa v o r  o f  such "p o w e rh o u s e s ”  as 

M a n h a t ta n ,  13-11; P it tsbu rgh , 

17-10; C onnect icu t ,  18-9; a n d  St. 

Peter's, 15-11.

A g g ie  p laye rs  re m a in e d  in 

G re e n s b o ro  d u r in g  th e  first 

p o r t io n  o f  sp r ing  b re a k  h o p in g  

th a t ,  by some chance, a  la te  

inv i ta t ion  w o u ld  a r r iv e .  N o  w o rd  

w as rece ived  a n d  the  p la ye rs  

d e p a r te d  fo r  home.

Last season th e  Un ive rs i ty  o f  

M a ry la n d -E a s te rn  Shore  b e c a m e  

the  first a l l -b la c k  school in h istory 

to  b e  inv i ted  to  th e  16 - te a m  NIT. 

A nd  UMES p e r fo r m e d  w e l l ,  

t r i p p i n g  a n  e m b a r r a s s e d  

M a n h a t ta n  sq u o d  in th e  f irs t  

ro u n d  a n d  la te r  d r o p p in g  a 

h e a r tb re a k e r  in th e  q u a r t e r 

f ina ls .  UMES, In fa c t ,  w as 

p ro b a b ly  on e  o f  th e  most exc i t in g  

team s in th e  to u rn a m e n t .

Y e t ,  t h e  N IT  s e le c t io n

com m it tee  w h ich ,  in c id e n ta l ly ,  is 

a ll  w h i te ,  a p p e a rs  re lu c ta n t  to , 

inv ite  a n o th e r  a l l -b la c k  school. 

This is p rec ise ly  the  reason th a t  

Jesse J a c k s o n ,  D i re c to r  o f  

O p e ra t io n  PUSH, u rg e d  a l l  b lacks 

to  b o yco tt  the  NIT, a b a s k e tb a l l  

even t w ith  " 9 3  p e rce n t  b la c k  

p la y e rs "  a n d  no b la ck  schools 

rep re se n te d .

"The  t ru th  o f  th e  m a t te r , "  

w r i t e s  b l a c k  G r e e n s b o r o  

jou rna l is t  Ra lph  V a u g h n , "  is t h a t  

a l l  the  best b a l l  p la ye rs  l ike  D.T. 

(D av id  T hom pson) a re  c o -o p te d  

b y  th e  la r g e r  univers it ies a n d  

a lm os t m a d e  a m a te u r  im m o r ta ls  

w ith  th e  occas iona l visits on  the  

ACC G a m e  o f  th e  W e e k . "

In th e  m e a n t im e ,  p la ye rs  w h o  

e lec t to  a t te n d  b lo ck  schools o re  

f a c e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  te lev is ion  

e x p o s u r e  a n d  a r e  f u r t h e r  

f r u s t r a t e d  b y  la r g e r  w h i te  

un ivers it ies w h o  re fuse  to  p la y  

th e ir  teams.

""I think w e  could match 

up well w ith  Carolina^'
"I th ink  w e  cou ld  match up  w ith 

C a ro l in a , S tate, or any  o f  those 

te a m s ,"  says A a n d  T H ead  Coach 

W a rre n  Reynolds, “ bu t the y  d o n 't  

w a n t  to  p la y  us."

W h ite  sports columnist Larry Keech 

o f  t h e  GREENSBORO RECORD 

a t t e m p t s  to  r e f u t e  R e y n o ld 's  

s ta tem en t by  con tend in g  th a t  S tate 

a n d  C a ro l in e  w il l  not p lo y  A a n d  T 

because the  A gg ies  d o  not o f fe r  

le g i t im a te  com petit ion .

"Reynolds  hu rt his ow n c re d ib i l i ty  

w hen  he said his te a m  cou ld  match up 

w ith  C a ro l in a  o r S ta te ,"  Keech

argues. "C a ro l in a  a n d  A and  T 

shared one com m on o p p o n e n t  this 

y e a r— MEAC m e m ber H o w a rd .  The 

Tor Heels b e a t  H o w a rd  b y  42 points, 

109-67 a t  C h a p e l Hill. The A gg ies  

s tru gg led  to  b e a t  H o w a rd  b y  fo u r  

points on th ree  d i f fe re n t  occasions."
Keech's a rg u m e n t  ho lds ve ry  l it t le  

c red ib i l i ty . He, first o f  a l l ,  fa i ls  to  

m e n t io n  th a t  H o w a rd  m a tched  

C a ro l in a  basket fo r  basket until s tar 

p la y e r  V o d n o y  C otton  becam e  

s a d d led  w ith  fou l t ro u b le .  He also 

fo i ls  to  mention  th a t  C a ro l in a  Coach 

D ean Smith p la ye d  his s to r t ing  l in e u p

0

Ph o to  C o i i i te s y  o t  A  & T R e g n le r

A g g ie  A lle n  S p ru e ill scores on o  la y -u p  in  a  contest a g a in s t  

D e la w a r e  S ta te .

fo r  v ir tu a l ly  the  en t ire  gam e.

He fa ils to  m ention  th a t  H o w a rd  

h a d  no p la y e r  on its roster ove r 6-6 

a n d  th a t  Smith e xp lo ite d  this 

weakness by  inserting 6-9 M itch 

Kupchak, 6-10 Ed Stahl, a n d  6-10 

Tommy L a G ard e  in the  l ineu p  a t  the 

same time. A nd  he fo ils to  m ention  

th a t  co m p a r in g  scores w ith  com m on 

o p p o n e n ts - is  a  p i t i fu l ly  u n re l ia b le  

means o f ra t in g  teams.

It, in fac t ,  such a system works, then  

C aro l ina  hod  abso lu te ly  no business 

w inn ing  the ACC Tournam en t. A f te r  

a ll, the Tarheels s tru gg led  to  b e a t  

Duke on tw o  occasions a n d  w ere  

be a ten  by the  Blue Devils on o th ird  

occasion. N . C .  S tate th rashed Duke 

twice.
How in the  w o r ld ,  then , cou ld  the 

Tarheels m a n a g e  to  b e a t  S tate once, 

let o jon e  tw ice  in one season?

The on ly  t ru ly  re l ia b le  means o f 

d e te rm in in g  how  tw o  team s stock up 

a g a ins t  one a n o th e r  is to  w a tch  them  

p loy , h e o d - to -h e a d .  If C a ro l in a  is so 

much b e t te r  th a n  A a n d  T, w hy  w on 't  

they p rove  it on the p la y in g  court?

B e n e a th  The Surface

W hy  a re  ACC schools so re luc tan t 

to schedule b lock  com petit ion?  The 

answer is simple: w h ite  universities 

know th a t  p la y in g  b lock  schools wil l 

th re a te n  the ir  m o nop ly  on b lock  h igh 

school ta le n t.

B lo c k i r e c r u i t s  g o  to  w h i t e  

institutions fo r  exposure . They know 

tha t they ' l l  have  a chance to  be seen 

on n a t io n a l  te lev is ion, the ACC  G o m e  

o f the W eek , the  N orm  Sloan Show or 

the D ean Smith Show. They know  w ho  

gets top  p r io r i ty  on those b ig ,  fa t  

Sunday sports sections.

If, how ever,  b lock  schools w ere  

ab le  to  schedule ACC  com petit ion , 

they w o u ld  be  p ro v id e d  w ith  an  e x tra  

recru it ing  pitch.

"C om e  to  A a n d  T, son ,"  a  recru ite r 

cou ld say. " W e  go t s trong tra d i t io n  

an d  g o od , solid tea m . A N D  you can 

he lp  us b e a t  S to le  a n d  C a ro l in a . "

Black p laye rs  w ou ld  no long e r 

HAVE to  g o  to  ACC schools to  receive 

due  recogn it ion . A ll th e y 'd  h a ve  to  d o  

is g o  to C en tra l,  H o w a rd ,  o r  A a n d  T, 

b e a t  N.C. S tate o r C o ro l in o ,  a n d  the 

recognrt ion  w o u ld  b e  g u a ro n te e d .

Phofo Courtesy AAT Re9>sfer 

A a n d  T's S in c la ir  C o lb e rt  lau n ch es  a  ju m p e r  a g a in s t  a  F a y e t te v il le  

S ta te  d e fe n d e r .

The ACC could 
help black schools

Take b lock  p laye rs  a w o y  f ro m  the  

ACC a n d  w h a t  do  you ha ve?  Take 

D av id  Thompson, Kenny C a rr ,  o n d  

M oe Rivers f ro m  Sta te  a n d  w h o t  hove 

you got? Take John Lucas, M oe  

H ow ard  a n d  O w e n  Brown fro m  

M a ry la n d  a n d  try  to  w in  o  n o t io n a l  

cham pionsh ip . Take Phil Ford o n d  

W o lte r  Davis f ro m  C o ro l in o  a n d  see 

if you con b e a t  N.C. State.

ACC o ff ic ia ls  re o l ize  th a t  the 

success o f  th e ir  schools relies on a 

b lock  fo u n d o t io n .  A nd  the y  know  

th a t  p lo y in g  b lack  schools w o u ld  g ive  

these team s on  e q u o l  chance a t  b lock  

ta le n t  a n d ,  in tu rn , je o p a rd iz e  th o t  

crucia l fo u n d o t io n .

The answer is p a in fu l ly  obvious.

H u r ts  th e  P laye rs  

Thus, the A a n d  T b a ske tb a l l  te o m  

has on ly its M EAC  t i t le  to  cherish o n d  

o m y r ia d  o f u n fu l f i l le d  " w h o t  if 's " to  

b i t te r ly  rem em ber.

"S om e how  it just isn't r ig h t , "  sa id  

Coach Reynolds in a GREENSBORO 

DAILY NEWS in te rv iew . "1 d o n ' t  th ink

the  NIT f ie ld  is a l l  th a t  impressive. 1 

fe e l w e  w o u ld  hove  rep resen ted  

ourselves well.

" W e  o r e  th e  o n ly  M E A C  

cham p ions  w h o  ho ve  ye t to  be  inv ited  

t o  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  

tou rnam ents .

"It 's  abso lu te ly  rid icu lous. I'm no t 

pe rsona l ly  hurt, bu t its the p laye rs  

th a t  I'm mostly concerned a b o u t .  

They looked  fo r w a rd  to  p la y in g  in 

one  o f  the  tou rnam ents .

C oncurren tly , the  MEAC rem ains in 

l im bo , stuck in its trans it ion  f ro m  small 

co l lege  to m a jo r  co l leg e  stotus. 

A lth o u g h  f ive  o f  its m em bers— A a n d  

T, South C a ro l in a  S tate, D e la w a re  

S ta te ,  H o w a rd ,  a n d  M a ry la n d  

Eastern S hore— have  a t to in e d  m a jo r  

c o l le g e  sto tus . N orth  C o ro l in o  

C en tra l a n d  M o rg a n  S to le  h a ve  ye t 

to  d o  so.

The ro a d  to m a jo r  co l leg e  status 

has been o rocky one a n d  the  ACC 

cou ld  m ake  th a t  p a th  smoother.

If it w a n te d  to.

For a closer look . . .

For a  closer look a t  th e  issue o f w h i t e  schools s h u n n in g  

b a s k e tb a ll  c o m p e tit io n  w i t h  B lack  c o u n te rp a rts , re a d  th e  

u p c o m in g  p re m ie re  issue o f th e  " N e w  C a r o l in ia n "  m a g a z in e ,  a  

p u b lic a t io n  to be d is tr ib u te d  soon u n d e r  th e  ausp ices  o f " T h e  

D a ily  T a r  H e e l ."
The " C a r o l in ia n "  a r t ic le  w i l l  e x a m in e  th e  su b jec t f ro m  a  

d u a l  perspec tive , in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  p o in t  o f v ie w s  expressed  by  

C a ro lin a  a n d  A  &  T p la y e rs  a n d  coaches.

R eaders  a re  u rg e d  to vo ice  th e ir  o p in io n s  on  th e  con cept a n d  

co n ten t o f "S p o rts  A rta ly s is "  a n d  o th e r  a r t ic le s  in  th e  "B todc  
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