
Pog« 14 THE BLACK INK  April, 1975

Pro roundup

A league-m aker and a league-saver

By A lle n  Johnson

Sports Edi to r

Julius E rv ing is the  most exc it ing  

p la ye r  in b a s k e tb a ll .  The exp los ive , 

6-6 fro n tco u rt p e r fo rm e r  fo r  th e  N ew  

York Nets is a  w o n d e r  to  b e h o ld ,  

d a z z lin g  spec ta to rs  a n d  op p o n e n ts  

a like  w ith  his a m a z in g  quickness a n d  

le a p in g  a b il i ty .

I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  is n o  m ore  

m a g n if ic ie n t a  s igh t th a n  the  s lender 

f ra m e  o f Dr. ” J" s p r in t in g  d o w n  the 

s ide line , g r ip p in g  the  b a ll  as if it w e re  

a  red , w h ite , a n d  b lu e  o ra n g e ;  

w e a v in g  his w a y  past b e fu d d le d  

d e f e n d e r s ,  a n d  m a je s t i c a l l y  

s lam m ing  the  b a ll  th ro u g h  the 

basket.

D av id  Thom pson is th e  most 

ta le n te d  a n d  exc it ing  p e r fo rm e r  in 

the  h is to ry o f  th e  A t la n t ic  C oast 

C on fe ren ce . Ha is a b lack  S upe rm an , 

m ild -m a n n e re d  o f f  the  cou rt, coo ly  

in tense a n d  u n s to p p a b le  on the  

court.

Rivals in th e  A C C  (a n d  e lsew here) 

sh u d d e r a t  the  th o u g h t o f  the  6-4 

S helby  n a t iv e  d a sh in g  to w a rd  the  

g o a l,  le a p in g  h ig h  in to  the  a ir ,  

f ie ld in g  a  lo b  pass fro m  a  te a m m a te , 

a n d  d a in t i ly  d ro p p in g  th e  b a ll 

D O W N  in to  the  basket.

W h ile  E rv ing 's  te a m  a tte m p ts  its 

d r iv e  fo r  a  second consecutive 

A m er ica n  B aske tba ll A ssocia tion t it le , 

Thom pson must fa c e  th e  harsh re a l i ty  

o f  d e fe a t  a n d  look  a h e a d  to  a 

p ro fess ion a l ca re e r.  A v a lu a b le  asset 

to  a n y  te a m  a n d  le a g u e  w h ich  con 

secure his services, Thom pson has the 

p o te n t ia l  to  b re a th e  a d d e d  l i fe  a n d  

exc ite m en t in fo  th e  p ro  g a m e .

Like E rv ing , Thompson is no t a 

show m an. The simple fa c t  is th a t  the 

ta le n t  o f  bo th  men b reeds  exc item en t 

a n d  th a t  th e ir  c ro w d -a p p e a l in g  

an tics a re  m ere ly  a b y -p ro d u c t o f  this 

ta le n t.

" I  just p la y  the  g a m e  the  best w a y  I 

kno w  h o w ,"  E rving said in a  recent 

EBONY m a g a z in e  in te rv iew . “ I'm not 

TRYING to  g e n e ra te  exc item ent. 

Some p e o p le  say I m ake  the m  fee l 

g o o d  w h e n  they  see me p lay . I m ake  

a no te  o f  it a n d  th a n k  them , b u t I 

c a n 't  com e bock  a n d  say 'I in te n d e d  

to  m ake  you  fee l th a t  w a y . ' "

The so ft-spoken Thompson p lays 

b a s k e tb a ll  because he likes it. In 

t im e s  w h e n  m u lt i-m ill ion  d o lla r  

con trac ts  o re  bo unc ing  back  an d  

fo r th  b e tw e e n  the  NBA a n d  ABA an d  

w h e n  m a ny  p laye rs  ho ve  e xh ib ite d  

m o r e  p r o f i c i e n c y  w i th  t h e i r  

checkbooks th a n  w ith  b a ske tb a ll,  

such an  a t t i tu d e  a p p e a rs  a lm ost 

anachron is tic .

Soon Thom pson w il l  m a ke  a 

decis ion th a t  cou ld  c h a n g e  the  en tire  

com p lex ion  o f  p ro  b a ske tb a ll .  If he 

signs w ith  the  NBA's A t la n ia  Hawks, 

he w ill o d d  v a lu a b le  a m m u n it io n  to 

the  o ld e r  le a g u e 's  a rsena l o f  ta le n t 

w h ich  c o n t in u a lly  th rea te ns  to  b low  

the  ABA in to  ob liv ion .

If he signs w ith  the  ABA's D enver 

N u gg e ts , he w ill no t on ly  t ra ns fo rm  

one o f  the  best team s in the  y o u n g e r  

c ircu it in to  one  o f  the  best team s 

a n y w h e re , bu t w ill jo in Dr. J. as a 

su re -f ire  g a te  a t t ra c t io n . W ith  Erv ing, 

Thom pson, a n d  such o th e r  w ell- 

kno w n  p e rfo rm e rs  as Artis G ilm o re , 

Moses M a lo n e , M a rv in  Barnes, an d

Dan Issel, th e  ABA w o u ld  be  in a very  

c o m fo r ta b le  posit ion to  n e g o t ia te  a 

m u c h -n e e d e d  n e tw o rk  te lev is ion 

con trac t.

Thompson, cou ld , in e ffec t,  save 

the  ABA fro m  extinc tion .

tid b its

A n o th e r h igh  pick in the  upcom ing  

p ro  d r a f t  w ill be seve n -fo o te r M a rv in  

'E rase r" W e b s te r  o f  M o rg a n  State. 

W ebs te r's  fo r te  is de fense  a n d  

re b o u n d in g , a precious com m od ity  

c ra ved  b y  severa l NBA a n d  ABA 

fra n c h is e s . . Len Elmore, a fo rm e r  

M a r y la n d  s ta n d o u t  n o w  w ith  

In d ia n a , has ha d  his share o f  

p rob lem s  in his ro ok ie  y e a r  w ith  the  

Pacers, bu t a p p e a rs  to  be  se tt ling  

d o w n  os th e  p la y o f f  season 

continues . . .  M a in ta in in g  the  inside 

t ra ck  fo r  Rookie o f  the  Year honors in 

the  NBA is John D rew  o f  the  A t la n ta  

H aw ks— a n d  he fu l l  w e ll knows it. 

A f te r  p o u t in g  in 38 po in ts a g a in s t 

G o ld e n  S tate  a n d  its ow n co n tend e r 

fo r  rook ie  honors, Keith W ilkes, D rew  

d e c la re d , ' I w as up  fo r  this one. I 

w a n te d  to  p ro ve  I cou ld  b e a t  Keith •  

W ilkes. Even if I h a d n 't  p la y e d  w e ll,  I x

still th in k  I deserve  to  be Rookie o f  the  J
Y e a r . "  The te lev is ion c o ve ra g e  }

o f  NBA gam es by CBS has im p ro ve d  ^

c o n s id e ra b ly  this yea r, la rg e ly  

because o f the  f in e  job  d o n e  by 

B asketba ll E d ito r Sonny Hill, a fe l lo w  

w ho  br im s w ith  con fid e n ce  a n d  

m akes Pat S um m era ll look exac tly  

l ike  w h a t  he is: a fo o tb a l l  p la y e r  

t ry in g  to  d o  a  b a s k e tb a ll  te lecast.

Y O U TH  O N  THE PRO CIRCUIT; Ed R atle ff, left, form er Long 

Beach State standout, Is key factor in the upstart Houston Rockets' 

surge into the NBA's post-season play-offs. Len Elmore, right, 

form er M ary lan d  star, now  rookie w ith  ABA's In d ian a  Pacers, is 

instrum ental in his club's p layo ff fortunes.

Jones proves himself an all-around player

m

Early Jones

Michele Allison
StaH Writer

W h a te v e r  E a rly  Jones does, he 

o p p a re n t ly  likes to  d o  it w e ll.

Jones is a  ris ing sen io r w h o  is 

m a jo r in g  in re c rea t io n . The m u lt i 

ta le n te d  c e n te r f ie ld e r  ha ils fro m  
T ren ton , a n d  is 2 1 -years-o ld . T ren ton  

is a  small tow n , b u t E arly  is d e f in i te ly  

no small t im e  o p e ra to r .

In h ig h  school he w as s tud en t b o d y  

p re s id e n t  a n d  p la y e d  fo o tb a l l ,  

b a s k e tb a ll ,  a n d  b a se b a ll.  To ca p  a n  

a l r e a d y  a m a z i n g  l i s t  o f  

accom plishm ents . Early  w as  a lso a 

M o re h e a d  Schola rsh ip  nom inee . He 

re a l ly  w as  a n d  still is q u ite  a n  a l l  

o ro u n d  p e r fo rm e r .

E arly  says th a t  he f irs t b e co m e  

a c q u a in te d  w ith  U N C  w hen  he v is ited 

the  cam pus d u r in g  his ju n io r  y e a r  in 

h ig h  school by  w a y  o f  Project U p lif t .  

He m o d e  his f in a l dec is ion to  a t te n d  

C a ro l in a  because he w as g e n e ra l ly  

im pressed w ith  the  a th le t ic  p ro g ra m  

he re  a n d  because he w as  o f fe re d  a 

b a s e b a l l  scho la rship.

D uring  Early 's f re shm a n  yea r, he 

p la y e d  Jayvee  b a s e b a l l  a n d  to ta l le d  

a n  impress ive seven hom eruns. Since 

his sophom ore  y e a r  he has p la y e d  

va rs ity  b a ll  a n d  so f a r  this y e a r  he has 

connec ted  fo r  fo u r  hom eruns. O f  

course, b a s e b a l l  is no t Early 's on ly  

sport he re  a t  UNC. E arly  is a lso on 
th e  Heels fo o tb a l l  te a m  a t  th e  sa fe ty  

posit ion.

Last y e a r  w as the  ve rsa tile  a th le te  s 

f irs t fu l l  fo o tb a l l  season a f te r  he h a d  

be en  asked b y  C oach Bill Dooley to  

jo in the  te a m  in the  sp r in g  o f '74. N ow  

Early  is v ir tu a l ly  a  ye a r- ro u n d  

a th le te .  He also p loys  b a se b a ll fo r  

C a ro lin a  on  the  Ta rhee l Sum m er 

L e ague— w hich  is a posit ion one  has

to  b e  chosen fo r  on  one 's  p la y in g  

ab il i t ie s .

W h e n  asked if  he eve r g o t t i re d  o f 

his ye a r- ro u n d  schedule, he sa id  th a t  

he re a l ly  d id  no t because ath le tics  is a 

w a y  fo r  him  to  " re le a s e "  h im self. "1 

g e t  o f f  on i t , "  he sa id . He a lso a d d e d ,  

" I  l ike  to  p lo y  a n d  see if  I con im p ro ve  

m yse lf ."  Early  likes cha llenges  to  see 

just ho w  much he con ach ieve .

Being th e  on ly  Block on th e  te a m  

does no t seem to  b o th e r  Early  too 

much. He says th a t  it t ro u b le d  h im  

so m e w h a t d u r in g  his f re shm a n  y e a r  

w h e n  " fa n s "  w o u ld  sneer a n d  shout 

o u t d e ro g a to ry  th ings a b o u t  his color.

But now  he does no t le t his

un iqueness on  the  te a m  upset h im . He 

says th a t  th e  te a m  is " jus t a g ro u p  of 

guys o u t th e re  d o in g  w h a t  the y  like  to  

d o . "  He re a l ly  en joys b a se b a ll a n d  

does n o t f in d  th a t  his b e in g  th e  o n ly  

Black lessens his en joym ent.

E arly  is a  ris ing sen ior a n d  has 

a l re a d y  s ta r te d  th in k in g  a b o u t  w h a f  

he w o u ld  like to  d o  a f te r  he 

com ple tes  his co llege  e d u ca tio n . 

W h e n  asked if  he w o u ld  like to  fo l lo w  

« a n  a th le t ic  c a re e r he said yes. A nd  

w h e n  asked w h ich  sport he p re fe r re d  

b e tw e e n  fo o tb a l l  a n d  b a se b a ll,  Earty  

a d m it te d ,  "1 like bo th  b u t w h e n  

th in k in g  o f  a  c a re e r  I w o u ld  le a n  

to w a rd s  b a s e b a l l . "

Assorted notes
(Conf.  f rom p a g e  12) 

in te rv ie w . "W h y  it's th e  d re a m  of 

e ve ry  b a ske tb a ll  p la y e r  to  be 

in d u c te d  in to  the ha ll. If he insists on 

d e c lin in g , he should no t even be 

ta lk e d  a b o u t  in the  fu tu re .  I soy if  he 

d o esn 't  w a n t  it, fo rg e t  a b o u t  h im ."

M r. Rupp's rem arks  a re  no t a ll 

surpris ing  cons ide ring  his pas t record  

in d e a l in g  w ith  Blacks.

T w o  Firsts

There w ill be  tw o  s ig n if ica n t 

b r e a k th ro u g h s  fo r  Block sports 

f ig u re s  this yea r. Lee E lder, on A p r i l  

10, w il l becom e the firs t Black g o lfe r  

eve r  to  com pete  in the  Masters 

T o u rn a m e n t in A ugus ta , G e o rg ia .

A lth o u g h  the  pressure o f b e in g  the 

" f i r s t "  in an y  e n d e a v o r  is in e v ita b le .  

E lde r con fron ts  the s itua tion  w ith  a  

level h e a d  a n d  a sense o f  hum or.

"W h e n  you check in to  a motel a n d  

ne ed  to  w in  the  to u rn a m e n t to  p a y  

the b i l l , "  q u ip p e d  E lder in SPORTS 

I L L U S T R A T E D ,  " m a n ,  T H A T 'S  

p ressure ."

A t the  sam e t im e , Frank Robinson 

w i l l  b e  m a n a g in g  b a s e b a l l 's  

C le ve la n d  Ind ians, becom ing  the  f irs t 

b lock  m a n a g e r  in the  h istory o f the  

m a jo r  leagues . Like E lder, Robinson is 

ca lm ly  c o n fro n t in g  the  respons ib il ity  

a n d  p u b l ic ity  th a t  his job  enta ils.

" W h e n  w e  lose this y e a r , "  

Robinson said in an  Associated Press 

in te rv ie w , " I  d o n 't  w a n t  my p laye rs  to  

come in to  the  c lubhouse w ith  th e ir  

heads d o w n . I d o n 't  w a n t  them  d o in g  

f l ips , e ithe r.

"B u t th e y  should  ho ld  th e ir  heads  

up , ta lk  a m o n g  themselves a n d  try  to  

f ig u re  ou t w h a t  w e n t w ro n g  ou t th e re  

w h ile  its fre sh ly  in m in d ."


