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1975 Black Arts Cultural Festival

P a n -A f r ic a n is m — t w o  v ie w s

Struggle for Africa . .  .Struggle at home

E m m a  E. Pullen

Associate Edi tor

" A  co rrec t in te rp re ta t io n  o f  h is to ry 

is c ruc ia l to  th e  s tru g g le  o f  A fr icans  

t o d a y , "  P a n - A f r i c a n is t  S toke ly  

C a rm ich a e l to ld  a n  a u d ie n c e  o f  the  

Block Arts C u ltu ra l Festival. " I f  you  

kno w  w h a t  y o u r p e o p le  ha ve  do ne , 

the n  you  k n o w  th a t  th e re  is n o th in g  

th a t  yo u  can  no t d o . "

C a rm ich a e l,  w h o  is a  m e m b e r o f  

the  A ll A fr ic o n  P eop le 's  R evo lu t ionary  

Party, c o n t in u e d , "B lack  m en a re  

ens laved  a l l  o v e r  the  w o r ld .  O u r  

p r im a ry  g o a l  in th e  P an-A fr ican is t 

m o vem en t is th e  to ta l  l ib e ra t io n  a n d  

u n if ica t io n  o f  A fr ic a  u n d e r  scientif ic  

soc ia lism ."

He stressed th a t  th e  on ly  w a y  

Blacks w il l  e v e r  be  fre e  is th ro u g h  the 

to ta l  a n n ih i la t io n  o f  w o r ld  cap ita l ism .

"H is to ry  is the  too l th a t  w e  must 

use ," he sa id . "B lack  p e o p le  must 

re a lize  th a t  o u r  h is to ry  does not 

b e g in  in 1619 w h e n  th e  f irs t s lave  w as 

b ro u g h t  to  A m er ica .

"W e  o re  a l l  A fr ic a n s ,"  he sa id . 

"A f r ic a  is o u r  h o m e ."  T h e re fo re  he 

says th a t  Blacks in A m er ica , the 

C a r ib b e a n s , South A m er ica  a n d  a ll 

o ve r th e  w o r ld  shou ld  cha n n e l the ir  

e f fo r ts  to w a rd  th e  to ta l  l ib e ra t io n  o f 

A fr ica ,  to  b u ild  its n a tu ra l resources, 

to  m a ke  it th e  richest a n d  strongest 

con tinen t in th e  w o r ld .

C a rm ic h a e l  sees racism  a n d  

ca p ita l ism  as th e  basic  e lem ents  th a t 

ha ve  to  b e  d e s tro ye d . But, he said 

th a t  th e  s tru g g le  as f a r  as Blacks a re  

concerned  can  no t be  a  m u lt i- rac ia l 

class s tru g g le ,  b u t must be  a 

na tiona lis t m ovem en t.

"The f ig h t  a g a in s t  racism is 

p a r a m o u n t , * '  he  e m p h a s iz e d ,  

"be cause  o f  th e  re a lit ies  o f  l i fe  in 

A m erica  to d a y . "  T h e re fo re , he sa id . 

Black p e o p le  must f ig h t  to  o ve r th ro w  

the racist im a g e  o f  them selves th a t  is 

p re va le n t in A m e r ica n  h is to ry  books.

" O u r  h is to ry  is w r i t te n  as if w e  a re  

a passive p e o p le , "  he b e g a n .  "A s  if 

w e  w e re  s itt ing  in A fr ic a  un ti l  some 

g o o d  w h ite  p e o p le  cam e  ove r a n d  

saved us, a n d  w e  passive ly  fo l lo w e d  

th e m ."

"B u t B lock p e o p le  a re  s trugg le rs . 

W e  s tru g g le d  in  A fr ic a ,  w e  s tru g g le d  

d u r in g  s lave ry  a n d  w e  a re  still 

s tru g g l in g  to d a y . "  C a rm ich o e l too k  

this t im e  to  say th a t  the  Black Power 

m o vem en t is d e f in i te ly  no t d e a d ,  it 

hos m ere ly  ta ke n  on a ne w  fo rm .

" I f  you k n o w  w h a t  y o u r p e o p le  

ho ve  do n e , th e n  you  kno w  th a t  th e re  

is n o th in g  th a t  you  can  no t d o , "  he 

re ite ra te d .  "W h e n  one 's  h is to ry is 

co rrec tly  in te rp re te d ,  it can  b e  ve ry  

in s p ir in g ."

Stokely Carmichael

“ S tudents have  th e  re spons ib il ity  

o f  t ra c in g  the  correc t in te rp re ta t io n  

o f  h is to ry to  p ro p e r ly  u n d e rs ta n d  it 

a n d  g ive  in te g r i ty  

p e o p le . "

N

O w usu Sadaukoi

L is ten  c h i ld re n

listen ch ild ren  

ke e p  this in the p lace 

you ha ve  fo r  kee p ing  

a lw ays

ke e p  it a ll ways

w e  ha ve  never ha te d  b lack  

listen w e ho ve  be en  asham ed 

hopeless t i re d  m od 

b u t a lw ays  

a ll  ways 

w e  lo ve d  us

w e  hove  a lw a ys  loved  each o the r 

ch ild ren  o il ways

b a ck  to  o u r  pass it on

Lu c il le  C l i f to n

i

E m m a E. Pul len

Associate Edi tor

Owusu S a d a u ka i d if fe rs  from  

S t o k e l y  C a r m i c h a e l  in  h is  

in te rp re ta t io n  o f the ro le o f  Black 

A m e r ic a n s  in  th e  P an-A fr ican  

m ovem en t an d  the  s trugg le  aga ins t 

ra c is m , c a p i t a l is m  a n d  w o rld  

■im peria lism .

S a d a u k o i,  fo u n d e r  o f the now 

d e fu n c t  M a lc o lm  X L ibe ra tion  

University, spent tim e in th e  f ie ld  w ith  

th e  Filimo, the fre e d o m  f igh te rs  o f 

M o z a m b iq u e . In his conversations 

w ith  the fre e d o m  figh te rs  a n d  o the r 

Pan-Afr icanis ts  on the  C ontinent, 

S a d a u ka i w as to ld  they do  not 

ad v o c a te  th a t Blacks in Am erica  

concen tra te  th e ir  e ffo rts  in to  f re e in g  

A fr ica  fo r  them.

They, in e ffec t, u rge  th a t  Black 

Am ericans strike a t the cap ita l is t 

system w he re  they  o re , th e re b y  

w e a k e n in g  it. This w ou ld  in tu rn  

c rea te  cond it ions fa v o ra b le  to  the 

o ve rth ro w  o f m o nopo ly  cap ita lism  in 

A fr ica .

"W e  a re  no t A fr icans in the 

ind ig enou s  sense," S a d a u ka i to ld  an 

A f r o - A m e r ic a n  Studies sem inar. 

"A f r ic a  is o u r  h o m e lan d  in the sense 

o f w h e re  w e  o r ig in a te d .  But, in 

re a li ty  w e  a re  A fro -Am ericans. The 

foca l p o in t  o f ou r s trugg le  has to  be 

h e re ."

" Im p e r ia lism  is w o r ld w id e , "  he

con tinued , " b u t  if  m an ifes ts  itself 

d i f fe re n t ly  in d i f fe re n t  p laces ,—  

A m erica , the  C a r ib b e a n  a n d  even 

am o n g  the  d i f fe re n t  countr ies  of 

A fr ic a ."

"T he  s tru g g le  in A m er ica  is no t to 

f re e  A fr ica ,  b u t to  b r in g  a b o u t  

socialism in th e  U n ited  States, 

b re a k in g  d o w n  co p ito l ism  he re , so 

t h o t  i t  c a n  b e  d e s t r o y e d  

in te rn a t io n a l ly . "

B e ca u se  th e  g o a l is w o rld  

s o c ia l is m ,  S o d a u k a j  says, the 

m ovem en t has to  b e  a  m u lt ira c ia l 

class s tru gg le  w h ich  w o u ld  c re a te  a 

m u lt ira c ia l socialist n a t io n . He says 

th a t  he u n d e rs tands  th a t  racism  w ill 

be  one o f the  con trad ic t io ns  w ith in  

the s tru gg le  th a t  Blacks must d e a l 

w ith  b u t he does no t see the  f ig h t  

a g a in s t  racism as b e in g  p a ra m o u n t.

S ince  th e  ca p ita l is t ic  system 

c re a te d  racism, S a d a u k a i says th a t 

" th e  s tru gg le  is to  des troy  th e  system 

You con no t des troy  racism w ith o u t 

first de s troy ing  the  system th a t  feeds 

o f f  i t . "

He also cau tio n e d  th a t  once 

cap ita lism  is de s troye d  th a t  does not 

m ean  th a t  racism w il l  a u to m a t ic a l ly  

van ish. But the  des truc tion  o f  the 

system w ill c re a te  cond it ions  th a t  a re  

a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  d e s tro y in g  racism, 

os the  b re a k  d o w n  o f  the  system in 

A m e r ic a  w i l l  c re a te  fa v o ra b le  

cond it ions in A fr ic a  th a t  w il l  le a d  to 

ove rth ro w  o f  m o n o p o ly  cap ita l ism  on 

the con tinent.

Poets woo audience

Tt«* Lost y ifu iin  dkKing lh« Block Art* Cultural Festival.

V a n e ssa  G a l lm a n

S ta f f  Wr i ter

"T hey  h a d  b e tte r  be b a d , "  was 

w h isp e re d  so o f ten , th a t it echoed. 

The Lost Poets w a lk e d  on to  M e m oria l 

H a ll s tage a f te r  a more tha n  fo rty - 

f ive  m inu te  de loy .

They b e g a n ,  "Psychology is the 

p im p , id e o lo g y  is the connection in 

b e tw e e n  a n d  socio logy is its w hore . 

A nd  tha t 's  how  they be d e a l in g  w ith  

yo u r m in d ."

"A u to m a tic ,  pushbutton , rem ote 

c o n t r o l /  G e n e t ic s ,  s y n th e t ic s

com m and  you r sou l."

The Last Poets had  re deem ed  

themselves.

Using on ly  b o n g o  drums an d  the ir 

voices, the  th re e -m a n  Muslim  g ro u p  

ha ve  a m usica l-poetic  in te rp re ta t io n  

o f  Block p a in  a n d  oppression, a 

junkie 's  a g o n y , the  u n fu lf i l lm e n t o f 

the  "A m e r ica n  D re a m " a n d  the 

u n re a l i ty  o f Chris tian ity .

O f t e n ,  th e ir  Muslim  theories 

evo ked  m oons o f  d isbe lie f and  

d is a p p ro v a l o r la u g h te r .  But the 

au d ie n c e  soon re a lize d  th a t  the re  

w os  no  m e rr im e n t in an y  the o ry  th a t 

re v e o le d  th e  wrhite m en's baseness 

ond stressed th e  Block men's

superio r ity .

The Poets asked, "T hey  say man 

de scended fro m  the  a p e ,  bu t w ho 

has f la t  butts a n d  h a ir  a l l  ove r the ir 

bo d ies? "

M a k in g  no concession fo r  the 

w hites in the  a u d ie n ce , th e  Poets 

e x p la in e d  to  them : "W e  com e  in as 

prisoners o f  w a r. Until now , it has 

been  a harsh ex is tence fo r  us. And 

the  fa c t  th a t  the  'A m e r ica n  D ream  

has never been re a l iz e d , no t even fo r  

w h ite  folks; you know  th a t  it has on ly 

been  a n ig h tm a re  fo r  us."

W a rn in g  students no t to  fee l they 

a re  fre e  because the y  a re  students, 

the Poets p o in te d  ou t th a t  the re  are 

p la c e s  on cam pus, now , th a t 

p e rp e tu a te  racism.

The Last Poets le f t  UNC w ith  th e ir  

concept he avy  on students ' m inds: 

"This is the last a g e  o f poem s and  

essays. The pen  is no t m ig h t ie r  tha n  

the sw ord , b u t they  o re  e q u a l in 

w e igh t. T h e re fo re , you h a ve  your 

pen in one h a n d  a n d  yo u r sw ord  in 

the o th e r h a n d . "

A fte rw a rd s , g iv in g  a n d  rece iv ing  

the  Black p o w e r  h a n d sh a ke , students 

m in g le d  a ro u n d .  A nd  f ro m  every 

co rne r o f  M e m o r ia l  H a ll echoed, 

"T hey  w e re  sho' n o f t  b o d ! "


