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Diggs steps 
down  
for unity

Carney assumes 
BSM leadership
By Allen Johnson

Sports Editor

Fo llow ing  the  tender ing  of h is 
res igna tion  by BSM Chairperson 
D. Lester Diggs, G loria  Lavern 
Carney, a sen ior politica l science 
m ajor fro m  Rocky M o u n t and 
fo rm e r v ice-cha irperson  of the  
BSM , has assum ed the  executive 
position.

The res igna tion  of Diggs marks 
the f irs t  such occurrence in the 
h is tory  of the  BSM. And, the 
e lection  of Carney to  replace h im  
makes the f irs t  t im e  in the BSM 
h is tory  tha t a w o m an  has been 
chosen to f i l l  the  leadersh ip  post. 
C a r n e y  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  as 
cha irperson  by a m a jo rity  vote of 
th e  G enera l Body dur ing  a 
Novem ber 24  meeting.

"The task of cha irm an  is a 
d if f icu lt  one in i tse lf ,"  said Carney 
fo l low ing  her e lection, “ but it has 
been made more d if f icu lt  by the 
a d m in is t r a t i v e  c o n fro n ta t io n s  
w i t h  the Campus Govern ing 
C oun c il. ”

Carney has p rev ious ly  served 
as a partic ipan t in the  North 
C a r o l i n a  B l a c k  S t u d i e s  
Conference, a m em ber of the 
BSM  Ebony Readers, and has 
fo rm erly  served as cha irperson  of 
the  BSM  Social Com m ittee. As a 
North  Carolina Fellow, Carney 
also served a su m m e r in te rnsh ip  
w i t h  th e  B lack Appa lach ian  
Com m iss ion in A tlan ta  in 1974.

She even tua lly  p lans to e ither 
a ttend law  school (after w h ich  
she hopes to w o rk  w ith  juven ile  
crime) or obta in  her m aster 's  
degree in pub lic  adm in is tra t ion .

The  response  to Carney's 
e le c t io n  has been ex trem ely  
favorable.

"1 th ink  G loria is a very capable 
leader, " said CGC representative  
Sheri Parks, "and w h a t she has to 
o ffe r w i l l  be very good for the  
B S M ."

"G lo r ia  has a lw ays been a 
s t ro n g  f ig u r e  in  th e  BSM  
th ro u g h o u t  the  year, noted 
C e n t ra l  C o m m i t te e  inem uer 
T o n y a  W i d e m o n ,  " s o  h e r  
trans it ion  from  v ice-chairperson  
to  ch a irp e rso n  w i l l  be very

Gloria Carney

sm ooth . I th ink  the  Central 
Com m ittee  has been receptive to 
her ideas, and 1 th in k  w e  re all 
w i l l in g ,  very w i l l in g  to w o rk  w ith
he r ."

By V anessa  G allm an
N e w s  Editor

■~As chairm an, I have served the  Black 
S tudent M ovement in good faith, t rus t  
and dedication. T hese  will rem ain  with 
the  organization, not m spite of my 
resignation, but b ec au se  of it."

This s ta tem en t ,  m ade by former BSM 
chairman Lester Diggs, w a s  part of his 
r e s ig n a t io n  s u b m i t t e d  befo re  and  
accepted  by the  BSM general body 
Monday, November 24th.

Diggs g av e  the  reason  for the  
r e s ig n a t io n  a s  d ifferences be tw een  
himself  and  th e  BSM Central Committee 
over  "administrative procedure and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  in t e r p r e ta t io n .  Such 
differences, particularly concerning the  
Oct. 31 M u h am m ad  Ali visit th a t  ca u se d  
th e  last BSM fund  freeze, have "given 
roots to ill-will and  diminishing faith" in 
his administration, Diggs said.

"My resignation will unify th e  general  
body in one  way or ano ther ,"  Diggs said, 
"if the  general body votes aga in s t  my 
resignation, I will take tha t  a s  a vote of 
confidence."

By accepting his resignation, the  
general body w a s  unified, at  leas t  in their  
opposition of him, Diggs explained.

However, Diggs does  not s e e  th e  
opposition a s  justified.

Being cha irm an ,  Diggs explained, he  
accepted  u ltimate responsibility for BSM 
actions but felt it unfair  tha t  he  w a s  
denied th e  pow er to make som e dec is ions 
without first going before th e  Central 
Committee. Without his power, Diggs 
s a w  h i m s e l f  a s  a 
. c h a i r p e r s o n  a n d  in 
scapegoat."

Diggs, however,  would not e laborate  
on particular in s tan c es  in w hich  he w a s  
used  as a scapegoat  nor on the  in s tances  
t h a t  m ay  have c a u se d  differences

betw een  him and  the  Central Committee
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" f i g u r e h e a d  
e s s e n c e ,  a

Lester Diggs

other th a n  making reference  to th e  Ali 
visit and  th e  accom panying fund freeze.

BSM funds  w ere  frozen Nov. 3rd by 
S tudent Body Treasure r  G raham  Bullard 
and Cam pus Governing Council F inance 
Committee Chairm an Bill Strickland 
w hen  it w a s  learned  tha t  ca sh  from 
advance ticket sa les  had b een  sp e n t  
before the  money w a s  p rocessed  th rough  
S tudent Activities Fund. This w a s  a 
violation of S tuden t  Treasury Laws. The 
funds w ere  re leased  Nov. 18 th  citing poor 
com munication be tw een  BSM officials 
and S tudent Governm ent a s  th e  cause .

The accep tance  of Diggs' res ignation 
led to the  general  body's accep tance  of 
Gloria Carney, Diggs' vice cha irm an,  a s  
the  n ew  BSM chairperson.  Election for 
vice-chairman will be held at th e  
beginning of th e  spring sem es te r .

Miss BSM—not a libber'
By M arva York

Joyce Lloyd, e lec ted  Miss BSM 1975-  
7 6 ,  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  la rgest  unified 
predominately Black organization on  a 
predominately w h ite  cam pus.  As th e  n ew

Miss BSM, sh e  p lans  to  m ake herself  
accessib le to all functions, recep tions  and  
activities involving th e  BSM. Lloyd said 
sh e  strives to  be available to  th e  s tu d e n ts  
on an  individual bas is  a s  well a s  to  th e  
organization w h en e v e r  her  se rv ices  are

t .

Miss BSM, Joyce Uoyd, said she was surprised, but happy to be elected 
hostess for 1975-76 .

needed.
"I couldn 't  believe tha t  I had  w on  w h e n  

I heard  my n am e  called," Lloyd said, "I 
w a s  happy, very happy. I though t  so m e of 
the  o ther  c o n te s tan ts  had m ore s tu d e n t  
contact th a n  1 did so  I just cou ldn’t believe 
1 had  won.

"Every Black w o m a n  should  get  an  
education, culturally and  intellectually, 
and  try to u se  th is  learning to do 
som eth ing  for her  people, " Lloyd said. 
Outspoken on th e  role of today 's  Black 
w o m an  in America, sh e  said, "I feel a 
Black w o m an  should  be devoted to her 
family. " S he  is an t i -w o m en 's  liberation. 
"I don t w a n t  to fight a war, w om en  

should not be in such  ha rsh  area  
situations. But w h e n  it com es  to jobs, 
w o m en  should  be hired on an  equal 
bas is ,” s h e  said.

L l o y d  i s  a j u n i o r  b u s i n e s s  
administration major from Durham. S h e  
is coordinator of th e  Opeyo Dancers, a 
m em ber  of th e  BSM Cultural Committee, 
a m odern d ance  com pany and  the  BSM 
sp>ecial projects com mittee .  S he  asp ires  
to becom e co-ow ner  of a b us iness  
enterprise,  "Lord & Lord," with an  uncle.
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