
PSf e I

Second thoughts on Bakkee:

Educators still figuring out what court meant
By DAVID ARBOGAST 

Staff W riter
WASfflNGTON, D.C. (CPS)—Tim 

B radley of the A m erican Society for 
E ngineering E ducation only shakes 
his head  and says, “ Nobody knows. 
TTiey’re  aU w ondering.”

That, in a nutsheU, is the “ con
sensus” th a t has developed am ong 
education lobbyists here  in the four 
m onths since the U.S. Suprem e Court 
ru led  th a t 38-year-old Allan P. B akke 
w as illegally denied adm ission to the 
U n iv e rs ity  of C a lifo rn ia -D a v is  
m edical school because he is white.

The court also ruled th a t the 
school’s adm issions policy, which 
reserved  16 sea ts  in a class of 100 for 
m in o r i ty  s tu d e n ts ,  w a s  un- 
consitutional. Y et it was the co u rt’s 
th i rd  ru l in g —th a t  co lle g e s  m ay  
consider race  as a factor under 
c ircum stances—th at generated  the 
kind of confused Bradley noted.

F or adm issions officers a re  trying 
to  d e te rm in e  w h a t th o se  “ c i r 
cu m stan ces” m ight be. T heir task  is 
not m ade easie r by the co u rt’s split 
opinion on the issue. Only five of the 
n in e  ju s t ic e s  c o n c u r re d  in th e  
“ special c ircu m stan ces” opinion, and 
th e re  w as c o n s id e ra b le  d isp u te  
am w ig those five over w hat con
stitu tes an accep tab le  race-conscious 
p rogram .

As a result, the academ ic com 
m unity is busily running off to various 
conferences to see if it can concoct an 
a c c e p ta b le *  a f f i rm a t iv e  ac tio n  
program  on its own. Professional 
o rg a n iz a t io n s  l ik e  th e  A m e r ic a n  
Council of E ducation and the N ational 
A sessm ent of E ducational P rog ress , 
as well as schools from  the U niversity  
of M aryland to Mount M arty  College 
in South  D a k o ta , h a v e  a l r e a d y  
scheduled B akke conferences this 
fall. O ther groups, like the A m erican 
Association for H igher E ducation, 
have rushed  opinion booklets into 
p r in t  th a t  c a ta lo g u e  a d m is s io n s  
policy ad justm ents in the B akke 
decision’s wake.

TTie ad justm ents to da te  seem  to be 
an em pty consensus. Among the 
consensus’ m ain  points: -i-That any 
adm issions p ro g ram  th a t used rac ia l 
c o n s id e ra t io n s  in an y  w ay will 
probably be viewed by the courts as 
“ inherently  suspec t,” and thus be 
subject to review.-fTTiat all schools 
a re  going to have  to review  their 
cu rren t policies, a re  probably going 
to have to red raw  them  to explicity 
reflect the school’s s ta ted  academ ic 
o b je c tiv e s .  -i-That co lleg e s  w ill, 
n o n e th e le s s ,  r e ta in  b ro a d  
d iscre tionary  powers in tailoring 
their adm issions p rog ram s to the ir 
goals, including the g ^  of increased  
m inority  enrollm ent.

The court itself was c lea r  only on 
the first point of the consensus. On the 
second point, the court said  schools 
can consider ra ce  as one elem ent of 
an app lican t special tre a tm e n t only 
because of his or her ra ce  would 
vicdate the  equal protection clauses of 
the 14th A m endm ent.
RACE AS “ ONE FACTOR” 

Specifically, the court decided th a t 
Allan been denied an equal
oppo(^{a:^ity •to'GQbl^ptete for one of the 
16 m ed school sea ts  D avis had  
r e s e rv e d  for m in o r i ty  s tu d e n ts .  
M in o rity  s tu d e n ts ,  th o u g h , w e re  
iiiiiptyii ifni I Mil iflPinrpitn in th r  rVfii|i 
Bakke and all o ther w hites w ere  only

eligible for 84.
Ju s tice  B rennan w rote a t  sw ne 

length on the th ird  point of the con
sensus, th a t colleges should re ta in  
control over their own adm issions 
p rog ram s, and th a t “m ore  m inority  
s tu d en ts” is a w w thy  p rog ram  goal.

But he found—and the post-Bakke 
consensus has tended to concur—th at 
schools will need to take a good, h a rd  
look a t  how they adm it students. 
M inimally, the s tan d ard s  th a t a re  
em erging  would requ ire  schools to 
publicly dec lare  their schools will 
need to tak e  a good, hard  look a t  how 
they adm it students. M inimally, the 
s tan d a rd s  th a t a re  em erging would 
requ ire  schools to publicly dec lare 
the ir adm issions policies, and to 
explain  how the policies help the 
schools m eet their institutional goals.

I t ’s also c lear th a t professional 
education associations a re  taking an 
active  p a r t  in pushing their m em ber 
sch o o ls  to w a rd  new  a d m iss io n s  
program s. The em phasis  in on in
novation. Innovation would seem  to 
be necessary  if a school was to 
thoroughly consider an  app lican t’s
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DAVIS, CA. (CPS)—The dean says 
he caused a decline in m inority  ap 
plications to the school. The ad 
m in istra tion  says his very p resence 
requ ired  ex tra  security  precautions. 
The re s t of the world of h igher 
education, m eanw hile, knows h e ’s 
inspired a tim e of uncertain ty  for all 
a ffirm ative  action p rogram s.

So, none too surprisingly , Allan 
B ak k e , p o ss ib ly  A m e r ic a ’s b e s t-  
known freshm an, s ta rted  school Sept. 
25 am id  the c lam or of the p ress and 
the shouts of p ro teste rs , ^ e m in g ly  
oblivious to the  questions and the 
dem onstration, B a l^ e  just smUed and 
walked briskly into the m ain  building 
of the U niversity  of Califom ia-D avis 
m edical school.

Some 40 rep o rte rs  scurried  a f te r  the 
2|8-year-old from  Los Altos, Ca., but 
w e re  d en ie d  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  
classroom  by the university .

Bakke, who h as  shunned publicity 
s in c e  f il in g  h is  “ r e v e r s e  
d iscrim ination” law suit in 1974, only 
told rep o rte rs , “ Im  very happy  to be 
h e re .” Tlien he left to a ttend  his first 
class.

After the class, a three-hour session 
on m olecu lar and cellu lar biology, 
B akke had  to be helped to his waiting 
c a r  by som e of the ex tra  security  
forces the school h ired  to keep 
B akke’s firs t day peaceful.

M eanwhile, dem onstra to rs  from  
the N ational Anti-Bakke Decision 
C o a litio n  p ic k e te d  th e  sch o o l, 
shouting “ Down w ith B akke” and 
“ We won’t be denied.”  N one thdess  
Andy Noguchi, a spokesm an for the 
group, said  he wished B akke the  m an  
no ill, and th a t  he w as p ro testing  the 
U.S. S uprem e Court ruling.

r a c e  w ith in  th e  v a g u e  b o u n d s  
s u g g e s te d  by  th e  c o u r t .  T h e  
associations a re  asking schools to 
p a tte rn  the ir p rog ram s a f te r H ar
v a rd ’s.

Ju s tice  Powell, of course, w rote 
approvingly of the H a rv a rd  p rogram  
in his B akke opinion. H a rv ard  con
siders a  cOTididate’s m inority  s ta tu s  
as one factor (in the app lican t’s 
favor) am ong m any facto rs th a t 
d e te rm in e s  if th e   ̂ c a n d id a te  is 
u ltim ately  accepted.

T here is one other point on which

Regan
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A unique featu re  of the d ep a rt 
m e n t’s m a jo r cu rricu lum  p ro g ram  is 
the field in ternship. TTie in ternship  
allows a student to work in a social 
a g e n c y  o r in c o m m u n ity  
organizations. C urrently  two students 
a re  working in the  (^ r rb o ro  City Hall 
with the m ayor and  city m anager.

TYiere is also an opportunity open to 
jun io rs to spend a y ea r in Africa. 
P resen tly , there  is a UNC Afro-Am

ruled the Davis a ffirm ative  action 
p ro g ram —which Bakke contended 
hiad unfairly  b arred  him  from the m ed 
school because he is white—w as 
unconstitutional becuase it used race  
as th e  m ajo r facto r in considering 
B akke’s application.

But in a sep a ra te  5-4 decision, the 
court also ru led  th a t ra ce  and 
disadvantaged  s ta tu s  could be con
sidered  in adm issions in o rder to 
develop a balanced student body.

I The furor over B akke’s resu ltan t 
a rriv a l on cam pus, though, w as 
considerably m ore  short-lived than 
the controversy  over the co u rt’s 
disposal of his case. Only one reporter 
g reeted  the first-year m ed student on 
his second day of class. The rest of the 
week he w as largely  ignored by both 
press and  protesters.

B a k k e  w a s , a c c o rd in g  to  h is  
c lassm ates , g reeted  w arm ly  by m any 
students, and h as  l)een trea ted  a s  just 
another person try ing  to surv ive m ed 
school. By the end of his first week, 
Bakke w as indeed indistinguishable 
from his peers. On b reaks he talked 
m edicine with students around him , 
and answ ering probing questions like 
“ How’s it going, big A l?” and  “ how 
fa r  a re  you b ^ n d ? ”

Dr. W illard CenterwaU, a genetics 
professor, sa id  the faculty isn ’t giving 
B akke special trea tm en t, e ither. “ I 
h av en ’t  changed m y sty le ,”  Cen- 
terw all said. “ And I did not p rep a re  
for these  c lasses any d ifferen tly .” 
ADMISSIONS DECLINE

A natom y instructo r Dr. E dw ard  
Carlson called  it a “ foregone con
clusion”  th a t  Bakke would be tre a ted  
as ju st another student.

But B akke’s presence has m ade a 
d ifference a t  the  adm in is tra tive  level.

everyone seem s to ag ree : When 
evidence of past ra c ia l d iscrim ination  
is proven, the courts  will not hesita te  
im posing even d rastic  m easu res  to 
rem edy  the problem .

O therw ise, speculation is all ad 
m in is tra to rs  have to go on righ t now. 
T here  seem s to be ag reem en t th a t 
som ething will have  to be done about 
adm issions p rog ram s in the n ea r 
fu ture, but the  schools, contem plating 
an  abiguous court decision, a re  
cautiously waiting to see w hat o ther 
schools will do first.

Sings
m ajo r in S ie rra  Lone.

The ever expanding and growing 
d ep artm en t has added a new faculty 
m em ber. Mrs Carolyn S trom an will 
teach the junior and senior se m in a r’s 
and a course on the Black press.

The dep artm en t of Afro-Am erican 
Studies, through its m any planned 
ac tiv ities and en thusiasm  on the p art 
of Black UNC students, is looking 
forw ard to a very  prosperous year.

adm issions to the  school. He’s hopjeful 
th a t “ a fte r the furor dies down, the 
n um ber of m inorities (in the  m ed 
school) will continue to in c re ase .” 

This y e a r ’s en tering  c lass includes 
20 m inority  and 33 fem ale students, 
the dean said , but only nine people 
w e re  a d m it te d  th ro u g h t  th e  a f 
firm ative  action p rog ram .

S tu d e n ts  a d m it te d  u n d e r  th e  
program  before the S uprem e C ourt’s 
June 5 decision w ere allowed to 
re m a in ,  a d d e d  Vicki S a ito , th e  
un iversity ’s public a ffa irs  officer. 
Those spaces opened by students 
declining to a ttend  D avis w ere filled 
through a different process.

R ace, said  Saito, w as still a factor 
in the process. Spots w ere offered to 
m inority  studen ts  as  well as  white 
students. Although she could not 
sep a ra te  p reand  post-decision ad 
m issions, she  did know th a t only two 
of the 18 p laces offered to Hispanic 
studen ts w ere  u ltim ate ly  accepted. 
Only four black app lican ts  accepted  
the 11 spaces  offered, and ju s t 14 
Asians took the 36 invita tions ex 
tended to Asians.
MORE MINORITY RECTUITM ENT 

Saito observed  th a t la s t  y e a r ’s ra te  
of re fusa l w as not as high. “ I t ’s 
possiW e,” she speculated , “ th a t they 
w anted to go som ew here w here they 
wouldn’t be subject to so m uch 
publicity .”

E nro llm ent overall was dovim six 
p ercen t from the fall of 1977, but D r. 
Lois O’G rady , who heads the m ed 
school’s student a ffa irs  office, noted 
th a t decline m atch es  the national 
av e rag e  for m ed schools.

All told, min<Mnty applications w ere  
down seven percent.

Yet O’G rady s tressed  th a t the  
u n iv e r s i ty  h a s  in te n s if ie d  itsUCD M edical School D ean C. John

G R ^ T E D -W A R M L Y  ...........................' T u p p e r  s a id  B a k k e ’s c a s e  is  rec ru itm en t of m inoritie s  as* a 'd irect?
inJune* , of t h e 'h i ^ ‘court”  responsible fo r a'declinfe in Trttoortty bf the' BaHtenflihgr.’ ---------

Bakke poses as just another student
His firs t Davis appearance causes ruffles on cam pus


