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We are about to embark upon the
final phases of the process to select
the man whom we feel could best run
this supposedly great nation of ours.
Nineteen-eighty is an election year
and on November 4th millions of
Americans will march to the polls and
mark their ballots. In doing so, they
will undoubtedly become an integral
component of world history

for millions of other Americans
November 4, 1980 will be just another
day. These people will not take part in
the process that has made this nation
the largest and most successful quasi-
democracy that the world has ever
known. These people will not become

Apathetic Americans waste voting priviledges

an integral part of history, for history
remembers actions more frequently
and more vividly than inaction. These
people will find any number of ex-
cuses for not voting: I don’t like any
of the candidates,” "My vote won't
make any difference anyway,” or I
don‘t have time.”

If one chooses not to exercise his
right of suffrage then that certainly is
his prerogative. But it seems to be
such a waste. Not because this is the
“great’” United States of America
where every man is “free”” to vote for
the leader of his or her choice, and
because free choice is our Cod-given
right. You see, people have been using
these lines for years to get the
populace out to the polls and yet it is
still considered a miracle when more

than 70 percent of the population
turns out to vote. The waste will be
one of human lives. The lives that
were sacrificed during the early years
of this nation when a person had littie
choice of anything in their life. The
waste will be of the lives of the un-
countable Black men and women
who, during the forties, fifties and six-
ties fought with everything they had to
insure that their children and grand-
children would have the right that we
so often wantonly take for granted.

| place a great deal of importance
on the life of any human being; and if
there ever existed a person who was
willing to die so that | may have the
right to vote, | would be damned if |
would let that person waste his life by
not exercising that right.

First Blacks at UNC-CH get portrait in library

CREC CRANFORD
Special to the Ink
tditor's Note: Plans are now underway
to place a painting of UN H's first
Black stud in the Undergrad Library
Kurt Garrett is the artist. This is the first in
ath t
February 1. 1980 brought attention to
the ot ,TeE bor ind North
Carolina A&T State University on the 20th
anniversary of the lunch counter sit-in
which mar ite as the official beginning
of the civil nghts movement
How yur town of Chapel Hill and
our | ity campus here is not totally
devoid of it landmarks in the me
ment
It ma m ironic today with UNC the
last to comply to HEW desegregation

guidelines and come as a surprise to most

current students that the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill was the
first white Southern school to enroll
Black students. This was done on June 7
1951 without a court order and three
years before the famous 1954 Brown vs
Board of Education decision

Definitely this deserves notice from
anyone concerned with Black roots and
the Black experience at UNC-CH. We do
not have a 20th anniversary to celebrate
as Greensboro did but next year we can
celebrate a 30th anniversary

when the Mississippi campus rocked
with violence in the early 1960s with the
arrival of James Meredith and Governor
George Wallace stood in the schoolhouse
door in 1963 when Deputy Attorney
General Nicholar Katzenbach came to
the University of Alabama to escort Vi-
vian Malone to classes, the flagship
University in North Carolina had greeted

its first Black students with little emo-
tional outburst over a decade earlier

On June 7, 1951, Harvey Beech of
Durham, |. Kenneth Lee of Greensboro
and Floyd B. McKissick of Asheville (the
founder of Soul City) were admitted and
two days later, a fourth Black, James
Lassister of Rocky Mount was accepted.
All four had been law students at North
Carolina College (now North Carolina
Central University) in Durham and were
to attend the Chapel Hill law school to
complete their studies. When the four
entered summer session classes in 1951,
the newspapers of the day noted it was
the first time in its 159 year history for the
University to have Negroes in its student
body

However, despite the great ac-
complishment of this event, the events
leading up to their enrollement were not
easy. Actually, the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) had filed a lawsuit in 1949 on
behalf of Louis Eppes, a N.C. College
law student, to enter the Chapel Hill
schoo!. Thurgood Marshall, now a
Supreme Court justice, represented Ep-
pes. After a federal district court judge
ruled that the two schools were equal,
the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals reversed
the decision and ordered the University
to admit Eppes, who had been replaced
by the “first four” as plaintiffs.

Black returns in fall

Continued from p.1
valuable addition to the Tar Heel basket-
ball program.

North Carolina’s Athletic Director john
Swofford and Hickory High School Prin-
cipal Henry Williamson declined any
comment on the Young matter
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