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“The essence of freedom Is understanding.”
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Verdict stirs emotion

Some people would like the controversy
of the Nazi-Klan trial to die a quick and
natural death. Others would like to bury the
memories of the Greensboro massacre, the
trial, and the protest against the ‘‘not-
guilty”” verdict.

But the controversy lives and the
memories cannot be forgotten

A march, a cross-burning, an editorial —
something is always there to remind us of
the Greensboro tragedy.

Cries of injustice still ring out from civil
rights supporters, from citizens concerned
about the resurgence of racist groups, and
from those who believe in freedom of
speech and the right to assemble. The cries
are loud and they must be answered

But who will answer the public’s cry? The
public’s demand for justice?

As with many pleas for justice, the public
looked first to an all-white jury for an
answer. The “not-guilty”’ verdict, which the
jury handed down after seven days of
deliberation, lit a fuse of protest. The
public’s plea had not been answered

Next the public sought out the justice
system in the search for justice. The police
arrested the Klansmen and Nazis. These

Black Ink has new editor

Donna D. Whitaker

men were tried in a court with due process
of law. According to law, the men were in-
nocent

No, the justice system — police, lawyers,
court and jury cannot be faulted.

Let's not fool ourselves, the answer for
justice is within us. Crying that'the justice
system failed in Greensboro is like cursing
because your lawnmower didn’t cut the
grass after you took it out of the garage and
left it in the front yard. Do you expect a
push mower to cut the grass while you sit
and watch “Soul Train""?

Our justice system is like that
lawnmower. It needs someone behind it
Someone pushing it. Someone really put-
ting his or her back into it to make it work
and get the job done.

Let's not fault the lawnmower for the
grass being overgrown. And let’s not fault
the justice system for the “‘not-guilty’ ver-
dict in the Greensboro Nazi-Klan trial, or
any other trial decision with which we don’t
agree

Cut the grass. Do not wait for another
Greensboro massacre to occur before you
push your lawnmower

Greetings! My name is Donna D
Whitaker and | am now Editor-in-Chief of
Black Ink. The staff and editors invite you to
continue reading Black Ink to get the best
information about Black students, faculty
and staff members on the campus of UNC-
CH. The Ink is a paper geared toward its
readers; we need to know what you want to
know about. Feel free to contact any staff
member or me about contributions to the
paper, ideas for its content or applications
for staff positions. We are located in the
Black Student Movement's office, Suite B,
Room 261, Carolina Union. Call us at 933-

8345. And remember to THINK BLACK
INK!
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