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M onica  Wilson studying on steps of Phillips 

hall.

Denise Barnes (photo by Sonja Payton)

BSM
(Continued from page 4)

l ike that, tve ry  t ime he attempted to speak, we shouted him d o w n . "
In recent years, the BSM has been involved in the U N C -H E W  desegregation 

dispute and in the 1979-80 tenure case for Dr. Sonja Stone, a professor in the 
African A f ro -A m er ican  Studies Curr icu lum . The BSM has also advocated the 
creation of an O f f ic e  o f M in o r i ty  Affa irs and ral l ied behind Dean Hayden B. 
Renwick, w ho  cliarged the University w ith  unfa ir  admission procedures for 

black applicants.
"The  Black Ink also ref lected the envo lv ing  ideas of black students. For ex

ample, over the years, the newspapers's logos became less radical. The logo 
w h ich  read the "V o ice  o f  ’/ j  Black L ibera t ion" in 1969 read "F reedom, Justice, 
Unity , Power, ' in 1976. It evolved to "The  Essence of Freedom is 'Understan- 

d in g "  today.
Even though the paper has a staff of about 25 members, Cureton Johnson 

recalled its hum b le  beginnings in saying, " I t  was a one-man operaton. I took 
all the pictures and wrote 75 percent of the stories."

In 1971 the BSM Coronoa ton  Ball, inc lud ing  Miss BSM, was begun. The 
ball is now  an annual fall event. Miss Black Ink was inst ituted in 1975 when 
Shawn Payne o f H i l lsborough became the first queen.

When the first b lack student body president was elected in 1972, it became 
evident, however, that b lack and whi te  students cont inued to react along 
racial l ines. Richard Epps, a 20-year-old RTVMP major form W i lm ing ton ,  has 
been succeeded by on ly  one o ther b lack student government president.

"They  (the b lack presidents) were in a funny p os i t ion ,"  A l len Johnson 
recalled. "B lacks  w ou ld  c la im they weren 't  black enough, wh i le  whites said 
they were too b lack. M any  black students expected too much . . . they were 

in no-mans la n d . "
Even though the BSM has increased its role as the cultural social and 

academic ident i f ie r  fo r  the black student, chairperson Canady emphasized 
the importance of constant invo lvem ent before controversial incidents occur.

"(B lacks) shou ld  wan t to get involved in the everyday work ings of the 
University to avoid problems rather than wa it ing  until  they explode and start 

try ing to put the fire o u t , "  Canady said.
Another goal for  the BSM, other than cont inued promotion  and exposure of 

the black heritage, includes un i f ica t ion  of U N C  blacks w ith  blacks in Carr- 

boro and Chapel H i l l ,  Canady said.
Even though no cafeteria brawls nor David  Dukes have hit the Carol ina 

campus in the last five years, the BSM continues to chal lenge racist attitudes. 
But in the words o f  Cureton Johnson, w ho  visited the campus in February 
after several year's absence on ly  to f ind  " K K K "  spray-painted on a co lum n  

near M an n ing  Hal,  "S om e things never change ."
Canady said the need for  change is what w i l l  keep the BSM vital. "A s  long 

as people remain ignorant to the benefi ts other cultures o f fe r  them and ignore 
the (bond) that we as people o f the human race depend on in genera l , "  the 

BSM w i l l  a lways be needed.

great iJeas arA actfon meet

Q/(rA^ .̂<u>-ru

m

Become a r *  A c t i v e .  / ^ e r v > t > e K y V o w

Bi«J\


