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Elliott has new job
Chuck Wallington 

Staff Writer

Edith M . Elliott, recently appointed assis­
tant v ice chance llo r for student affairs, is by 
no means a new face on the University of 
N o r th  C a ro l in a  at Chapel FHill campus. 
Elliott first came to UNC-CM in 1962 as S 
graduate student in social work.

Between 1962 and 1969, she lived in the 
Chapel H i l l  area, on ly  to move to the P h il ip ­
pines fo r tw o  years. Upon her return to 
Chapel FHill in 1972, she was hired as one of 
the associates at the Campus YMCA-YVVCA. 
From here, she advanced' her way up to her 
former position as its director.

Ell iott assumed h e r 'n e w  responsibilities 
on August 1. She said that she is en joy ing her 
new job. " I t 's  very exc i t in g ,"  said Elliott. 
" I 'm  do ing 'm any o f the same things that I d id  
as the Campus Y director, but on a much 
largef sca le."

■Elliott said that even though her new job 
affords her less personal contact w ith  the 
students, the end resu lto f  her w o rk  w i l l  have 
a greater im pact on a m uch larger num ber of 
students than before.

As far as any m ajor changes in the way her 
w o rk  is conducted, Elliott said that she does 
not foresee any m ajor changes com ing from 
her office. FHowever, she wants to create 
"everyw here , for all students, whether they 
are black, w h ite , national or international, 
the feeling that this is their campus and that

they can deveTop into the types o f people 
that they w ant to be ."

A long w ith  her responsibilities to the un i­
versity students, Elliott is also the mother of 
tw o  sons —  David, age 1 3 and Balaam, age 
16. She is also very active in the com m unity , 
where she serves as a m em ber of the Chapel 
FHill-Carrboro Board o f Education. Elliott 
said that her sons appreciate her active com ­
m un ity  invo lvem ent and are w i l l in g  to make 
personal sacrifices so that she can continue 
this involvement.

E l l io t 's  o ther ou ts ide  interest in c lu d e  
fishing, w h ich  she describes as being "very  
re lax ing ,"  teaching herself to play the piano, 
and reading.

Acting Campus Y D irector Jim L. Smalley 
jr., a former colleague of Elliott's, said that 
he "had  a good w o rk ing  relationship w ith  
Mrs. E ll io tt ,"  Smalley qu ick ly  added that, "I 
w ish her the best in her new pos it ion ."

Vice Chancellor FHarold W allace, former 
Assistant V ice Chancellor for Student Affairs, 
said that his association w ith  Elliott began in 
1973 w h ile  she was serving as an "uno ff ic ia l 
advisor to the B S M ." W allace said that be­
cause of her dedicated involvem ent during 
this t im e w ith  the BSM, "she was especially 
helpfu l to black females as a role model for 
th e m ."  W allace went on to say he has the 
highest personal and professional regard for 
her. " I  th ink  she'l l dc  w e l l , "  W allace said.

Black officials stress 
legislation still needed

Lawrence Turner 
Managing Editor

Carrboro M ayor Robert Drakeford said the 
Voting Rights Acts was essential to his elec­
tion as mayor and helped other black p o lit ic ­
als become elected nationwide.

" I t  helped me and 3,000 (other) black o ff i­
cials (across the country) get e lec ted ," he 
said. W ithou t the c iv i l rights legislation, he 
estimated a reduc t ion  o f e lected pub lic  
black offic ials to 10 percent.

Drakeford runs for his third term as mayor 
this November.

The Voting Rights Act, w h ich  struck down 
voter re q u ire m e n t that hindered black voter 
registration, faces debate over its extension 
in C ongress th is  fa l l .  The le g is la t io n ,  
approved in Congress in 1965, was renewed 
in 1970 and 1975.

Also, the law required six Southern states, 
inc lud ing some counties of North Carolina, 
to check w ith  the justice Department before 
making any changes in their election laws.

W hen the legislation was renewed in the 
past, it was under Republican administra­
tions but Congress was dominated by D em o­
crats, said Fred Lee, a black assistant profes­
sor o f po lit ica l science at the University of 
North Carolina atChapel FHill. Since the Sen­
ate is dom inated by Republicans, and there 
is a Republican administration, renewing 
the act w o u ld  be "a  litt le harder this time 

a ro un d ,"  he said.

"P u b lic ly ,  (Presidents) N ixon and Ford 
gave lip service to i t , "  Lee said. They d idn 't  
f ight the legislation.

"I t 's  one of a few pieces o f legislation 
(during the Johnson administration) that has

w o rk e d ,"  Lee said. "C learly  it has worked —  
its success, I believe, that has made some 
people uncom fortab le ."  W h ite  politic ians 
have to be more responsible to black voters, 
so, that could make them uneasy, he saia.

Slightly less than half o f the state's e lig ible 
blacks are registered voters. But since the 
voting Rights Act was passed, the number of 
black voters doub led from about 258,000 in 
1964 to 440,000 as reported by the Raleigh 
News and Observer.

W ithou t  the act, any claims of denial con ­
cerning access to voting polls or voter reg­
is tration is harder to prove, said Moses 
Carey, last year's chairman of the South 
Orange Black Caucus. Although such a fight 
can be taken up to the Supreme Court, 
"W h o  has the time? Few people w h o  need 
access to the ballot can afford that, " he said.

But tw o  black elected public  officials feel 
the law w i l l  be renewed.

"1 th ink it w i l l  be renewed. It may be a 
litt le watered down but it ' l l pass," Drakeford 
said. A candidate in the Nov. 3 elections in 
Carrboro , D rakeford is one o f 13 black 
mayors in the state.

In 1969, neighboring Chapel Flill elected 
FHoward Lee as the first black mayor of a 
Southern c i ty  s ince Reconstruction . FHe 
served three terms from 1969 to 1975.

FHarry Frye, the on ly  black state senator 
and a Greensboro attorney, said "1 think 
they are going to extend it after all the fuss —  
quite a bit as it is now. 1 th ink it w ou ld  be 
appropria te ."

But Jesse FHelms, R-NC, doesn't want to 
support the act in its present form, and Strom 
Thurmond, R-SC, is leading the Congres­
sional fight to abolish it.
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