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Situation getting worse

Black doctors in short supply
' By Regina Newell 

Staff Writer

The jnation suffers from  a crit ica l 
shortage of black doctors. According 
to an artic le  in the Chapel H ill News
paper, !there are 450,000 doctors in 
the United States. O f this number, 
there ^re only 12,000 b lack doctors, 
w hich  constitutes only 2.6 percent of 
the physician population. This does 
not compare w ith  the national pop
ulation; o f blacks at 11.7 percent. Dr. 
Louis Sullivan, President o f M ore
house M edica l school, says, "Despite 
c iv il rights gains there has been lit t le  
im provem ent since 1950 when 2.1 
percent o f doctors were black. 
Budget! cuts and backlash against af
f irm a tive  action plans have also led 
to a detrease in the number of black 
medicajl students."

The humber o f black students has 
decreased over the past year. Ac
cording to  Medical Education and 
Medical Manpower in NC, UNC-CH 
had 87 black students erolled in 
medical school in the school year 
1982-83. This constitu ted 13.6 per
cent of the to ta l enrollment, and was 
higher than the national average. 
When, compared to  other medical

schools in North Carolina, UNC-CH 
has from  two to three times as many 
blacks enrolled in medical school 
than Bowman Gray, Duke, or East 
Carolina. Despite this, UNC-CH has 
suffered a decrease in the enro llment 
of blacks in its medical program. Last 
year, 13.6 percent of the enrolled 
students were black, this year 12.1 
percent are black. A lthough this 
average may appear m inute on a 
small scale, if it is looked at nation
ally, 1 percent is a great decrease.

According to Dr. M arion Phillips, 
Associate Dean of Student Affairs at 
UNC-CH medical school, "There is a 
small decrease in the number of 
blacks applying to  medical schools 
and there is a slight decline in the 
number of blacks accepting the 
UNC-CH offer. Besides not accepting 
the offer, economics play a key role 
in a student deciding whether to  at
tend medical school. The economic 
situation is m isproportionantly  a f
fecting blacks and other minorities, 
however those students that benefit 
from  scholarships f ind  m edica l 
school rather inexpensive," says 
Phillips.

Phillips also stated that many stu
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dents who do not come from  profes
sional families and have few finan
cial resources available to  them find 
it necessary to  borrow heavily to 
f inance their medical education.

M ike Smith, a th ird year medical 
student at UNC from Selma, NC 
agrees. He said, "A lthough  it is 
relatively inexpensive to go to  UNC, 
many times finances can cause a 
problem. If you are getting ou t of 
undergraduate school and had taken 
out a loan, chances are that you do 
not want to take ou t another one and 
have to pay on both ."

Keith Horton, also a third year 
medical student from  Greensboro, 
disagrees. "Economics does not play 
a big role at a ll."  Horton said even if 
he had not received a scholarship, he 
would  have taken ou t a loan like he 
did at Duke, where he finished his 
undergraduate study.

Adrian Douglass, a first year medi
cal student from  Elizabeth City, fe lt 
there were many reasons fo r a de
crease in blacks besides the eco
nomic issue. Douglass said, "UNC- 
CH is not preferential to  blacks. You 
can't count on being b lack to  get in. 
A lso reverse d iscrim ination has af
fected the b lack enro llm ent." D r 
Phillips said, "There are no quotas 
fo r blacks or whites in our admissions 
process."Dean Stuart Bonduran has 
charged the admissions comm ittee 
to  be eclectic in its admissions 
philosophy." You w il l  find a cross 
section of to ta l society represented 
in entering classes and the student 
body."

Douglass said, "There is a mis
conception about how a student gets 
into medical school". He said that he

was under the impression that a stu
dent had to have a science degree to 
be accepted, however, he has found 
this not to  be the case.

So agrees, Carolyn Clark, a first 
year medical student from  Fayette
ville. Clark says, "There is a myth 
about getting into UNC. The school 
no longer looks only fo r science ma
jors, it looks fo r liberal arts majors. 
UNC tries to have as much diversity 
as possible."

M ike  Smith said that there are in
terest reasons, too, that are keeping 
blacks ou t o f medical school. Smith 
says, "M ore  doors are opening for 
blacks in the business world and 
more are deciding to  take that route. 
We are beginning to pursue our inter
est in other ways." When com m ent
ing on the economics issue. Smith 
said, "Economics cause blacks to  
seek other avenues to  achieve goals. 
Because of economics, the idea of 
going to  medical school is not as ap
pealing as it once was."

The long term effects o f the 
decrease o f b lack doctors is prob
ably more a larm ing than the de
crease itself. Dr. M cA rthu r Newell, a 
b lack physician from  Greensboro, 
NC says, " I t  w il l  a ffec t the black 
com m un ity  greatly, largely because 
many blacks are on medicaid and 
most white  doctors do  not accept 
medicaid. If you hurt medical care to 
black people, you hurt medical care 
period."'

Newell said, "B lack  doctors are 
more conscious o f the tota l being of 
their black patients than the white 
doctors. This is because black doc
tors are more understanding o f the 
poor socio-economics status o f their
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