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Asa Bell

A sa Bell stated that in order to carry 

on Martin Luther K in g ’s leagacy, blacks 

need to rem em ber what King stood for 

and what the civil rights m ovem ent was 

all about.

“ T h ere’s a lot o f  apathy around here 

and w e ’ve  seem ed to have forgotten  

where w e ’v e  com e from ,”  Bell said.

B ell, 21 , is a senior political science  

major from W adesboro, N C . H e is a 

mem ber o f  Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, 

Soident Government Executive Assistant, 

and an em ergency medical technician for 

South Orange R escue Squad.

M uch o f  what King w as up against 

still ex ists , he said.

“ W e need to tackle these problems  

head o n ,”  said Bell.

With minority recruitment, Bell said 

the administration did not do all it could  

have.

“ N o w  that the consent decree is over.

there is no one except black students on 

campus w ho will be concerned about 

recruitment, ”  he said.

According to Bell, if  apathy persists 

on campus, the interests and concerns o f  

black students will be “ pushed under the 

rug.”

It is important that issues do not go  

unnoticed and untackled, said Bell. “ If we  

are to stay here, then attitudes will have  

to be such ,”  he said. “ W e will have to 

let the administration know that w e  will 

not settle for non-existence here. W e will 

not let a 7 .9  percent population dwindle  

dow n to 1 or 2 percent,” Bell said.

Bell said that he hopes more blacks 

will participate in Student Government. 

Civil rights go hand-in-hand with politcial 

participation, he said.

“ U N C ’s future for black students can 

be bright i f  w e make it bright,”  Bell said. 

“ But w e cannot let this apathy persist.”
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Cassandra Butts
C a ssa n d ra  Butts is a 21 yea r  old 

sen io r  poli tical sc ience  m a jo r  f rom  

B rook lyn ,  N ew  Y ork .  She is a s tudent 

governm ent  executive assistant, a m em ber  

o t  the U N C  A n ti-A par the id  Support  

G ro u p ,  and  com m it tee  cha i rpe rson  o f  the 

newly fo rm ed  Black W o m e n  United.

“ O ne  o f  my favorite  quotes is K ing 's  

’A n injustice a n y w h e re  is an in just ice 

e v e ry w h e re '  ” , said Butts. Butts said she 

bel ieves  that we should str ive for civil 

rights in te rnat ional ly ,  as well as on our  

ow n  cam pus .

■ ' I t  is im portant that we look ab road ,  

just as King d i d , ”  she said.

T h e  abuses  o f  hum a n  rights  go on all 

ove r  the w orld ,  said Butts. O n  m any  o c 

cas ions ,  King spoke out against  V ie tnam  

and A par the id ,  she said.

" W e  have to look not only in ou r  ow n 

b ack y a rd ,  but ac ross  the  fence a l s o , ”  

Butts  said.
U pperc lassm en  should str ive to make 

U N C  a be t te r  env i ronm en t  for b lacks,  ac 

co rd in g  to  Butts.

“ C o m in g  in as a f r e shm an  can  be 

very  in t im id a t in g ,”  she  said.

Butts sa id f  she bel ieves  that the 

universi ty  should  still be co n c e rn e d  with 

black  en ro l lm en t .

She suggested  that the university  look 

for the resons  w hy  U N C  does  not a t tract  

m o re  black  s tudents .  She  said that the 

universi ty  should  also  s tr ive  to im prove  

the situation o f  the blacks on cam pus now.

“ G ett ing  us here  is one  thing; keep- 

inn us here  is ano the r  , she sa id.
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