by ANNIE ELLISON &
JOCELYN WASHINGTON
Staff Writers

I you're not gay. you're okay™ s
a common misconception among the black
community concerning AIDS. With one
and a hall million people in the United
States unknowingly carrying the AIDS
virus and thirteen thousand of these in
North Carolina alone, AIDS is far {rom
being restricted to the gay community .

Myths such as this, along with the ef-
feet AIDS has on the black community,
were the topics of a panel discussion spon-
sored by Black Women United. Panelists
Godfrey Herndon, Dr. Audreye Johnson,
and Jarvis Nathan each discussed different
aspects of AIDS within the black
community.

Godfrey Herndon, a volunteer at the
Durham Health Project, discussed the ten
most popular myths about AIDS:
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Myth #1: There is a cure around the
corner. — Due to a lack of knowledge
there is no cure on the horizon.

Myth #2: Only people who reside in
d large ciry need to vworry about the AIDS
viruy. — AIDS exisls in every city
regardless of size.

Myth #3: Only gay white men,
hemophiliacs, drug users and foreigners
are ai risk. — Everybody s at risk.

Myth #4: There are few homosexuals
in the bluck commuaiiy so the black com-
munity is ai low risk. — AIDS is an equal
opportunity discase; it's not who you aie,
but what you do.

Myth #5: AIDS is God's wrailh on a
promiscuous world. — AIDS doesn’t
know the difference between good oi bad.,
rich oi poor.
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Myth #6: AIDS wus developed in
laboratory and refeased io desiroy a par-
iicitar group of people. — Too many
diveise groups have been affected.

Myth #7: AIDS can be spread by
mosqitiios ditd casitedd contaci. — Not a
stingle case has originated [rom cither of
these means.

Myth #8: Orher purts of the world
dre di gredier visk from AIDS than is ihe
Uniied Stuaics. — the United States has the
highest aumbei of recorded cases.

Myth #9: Quarantine is uin effeciive
respoitse to the AIDS virus. — Locking
up “Thigh wisk™ groups will only give a
false seise of security and  provide
justified™ veasons for discerimination
towaids minority groups.

M)th #L0: We can all relax ditd lei
ihe governmeni haidte the siiuaiion. —
Ine government is usuatly not motivated
to act uatit there s a deimand fivin the
public.

Dr. Audicye Johnson. pirolessoi ai
the School ot Social Woik. discussed
AIDS aimoing biack woinen. Although the
black community makes up only twelve
peiceint ol the total popuiation, biacks ac-
couitt lor tweity-live  percent of - all
repoited AIDS cases. Filty-two preceint ot
AIDS cases among women are black.
while filty-loui perceirt of chitdren -
lected with the virus aie black. The ma-
jurity ol biack women with AIDS coitract
the discase from stiaight black men as
weil as those with homosexual tendeicies.

Jumes Nathan, a victim of AIDS,
focused his discussion 0l support systcins
for AIDS paticnts. He addiessed the inced
foi more suppoit gioups.
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Mi. Nathan aiso spoke about the
AZT ticatinent prograin. His emphasis
neie was on the fact that AZT is not a
cuic. ltcannot ieverse oiend AIDS. The
mosi hope vae can tind in AZT is o pio-
ity idce.

All thiee painelists stiessed that theie
is o cuie for AIDS in the ncar lutuie.
However, they all emphasized that educa-
tion aind kinowiedge are the vty ways by
which the discase might be contiolied.

Answers to
Previous Puzzie

Across
Ciispus Attuchs
Benjainin Baiiekei
Fubinan
WLEB DuBows
Cleavei
Dougiass
Noith Stai
Maitin Luthei King, Jr.

Down
CORE
Ames Deihain
Phiilis Wheaticy
6 Nat Tuinci
10 Maicus Gaivey
11 Black Power
14 Dred Scout
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