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Black Women United: AIDS panel 
discussion
by ANNIE ELLISON & 
JOCELYN WASHINGTON
Staff Writers

" I l ' y o u ' r c  not  gay ,  y o u ' r e  o k a y "  is 

a co m m o n  misconccplion am ong  Ihe black 

com m u n i ty  conce rn ing  A ID S .  With one  

and a ha l f  mil l ion  people  in the United  

S tates un know ing ly  ca r ry ing  the AID S 

virus and  thir teen  thousand  o f  these in 

Nor th  Caro l in a  alone ,  A ID S  is I'ar Ironi 

being restr ic ted  to the gay co m m u n i ty .

M yths such as this, along  with the ef ­

fect A ID S  has on  the black co m m u n i ty ,  

w ere  the topics o f  a panel discussion spon­

sored  by Black W o m e n  United.  Panelists  

G odfrey  H erndon ,  Dr.  A udreye  Johnson,  

and Jarvis  Nathan each di.scussed different 

a sp e c t s  o f  A I D S  w i th in  th e  b lack  

c o m m un i ty .

G odfrey  H e rn d o n ,  a vo lun tee r  at the 

D urh am  Health Pro jec t ,  dis cussed  the ten 

mos t  pop u la r  myths  abou t A ID S:

Myth ffl: There is a cure arounJ the 

corner. — Due to a lack o f  know ledge  

there is no cure  on the ht)rizon.

M yth ff2: Only people who reside in 

a lari>e city need lo worry ub(>ul the AID S  

virus. —  A ID S  exists  in ev ery  city 

regard le ss  o f  size.

M yth Only gay white men,

heiiiophiliacs, drug users and foreigners  

lire at risk. —  Everyb t)dy  is at risk.

Myth M : There are fe w  homosexuals 

in the black com m unity so the black com ­

m unity is at low risk. — A ID S  is an equal 

oppor tuni ty  disease;  it 's not  who you  are,  

but what you  do.

M yth #5: AID S is G od's wrath on a 

pn>miscuous world. —  A ID S  doesn ' t  

know the dif ference between good or bad, 

l ich o r  poor.
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M yth #6: AID S was deveU)ped in a 

uiboriitory and released ti> ilestriiy ii par- 

ticuuir group i)J pe<>ple. — Ti)o many 

d iverse g roups  have been  affeclcd.

Myth #7: AID S can be spread by  

mosijuitos and casuiil i iintiici. — Not a 

siiigle case has originated  from ei ther o f  

these means.

iMyth ffS: Other parts o f  the world 

lire at greiitcr n.-tk fro m  AID S than is the 

United Slates. — the United States has the 

highest n um ber  ol recorded  ca.scs.

Myth Quarantine i.\ an effective 
response to the AID S virus. ~  Locking: 
up " h i g h  r i s k "  g roups  will only give a 

talse seiise t)f securi ty and provide  

justi lied reasons  lor d is c rimina tion 

towai 'ds niinui' ity g roups .

M yth /^lO; IVe can all rela.\ and let 

ihe gijvernment luuiille the snuatiou. — 
I'he gov ern m en t  is usually not mot iva ted  

to act uiUil thc ic  is a dciuaiid f iom the 

public.

Dr. A u d iey e  Johi ison.  pi \) le ssor ai 

the Sclu)i.)l v)l Social  W o i k ,  d iscussed  

A ID S  a m o ng  black woiiien.  Although  the 

black commuiii ty  makes  up only twelve 

pe icen t  ol the total populat ion,  blacks ac ­

count lor  twciity-five percent  o f  all 

repoited AIDS cases.  I ' i lty-two prccciit ol 

A ID S  cases  amoi ig  w om en  are black,  

while  lilty-K)Ui* pe icen t  ».)l childi'cii iii- 

Iccted with the virus a re  black.  The m a ­

jor i ty o f  black w om en  with AID S contract 

the d isease Irom straight  black men as 

well as tho.se with homosexual  tendencies.

Jam es  Nathan ,  a vict im o f  A ID S, 

focused his discussion oil support  systeins 

lor  A IDS patients.  He a dd iesscd  the need 

loi m o ic  suppor t  g roups .

Mr.  Nathan also spoke about the 

A Z r  treatiueii t progra in .  His ci iiphasis 

here was on the l a d  that A Z T  is not a 

cure .  It cannot ievci  sc oi 'c i id A ID S .  The 

most  hope  one  can find in A Z T  is to jiro- 

long  lile.

All ihi'ee paiiel ists sti 'cssed that thc ic 

is no cure  lor  A IDS in the iiear luture.  

H ow ever ,  they all emphas ized  that educa ­

tion aiid know ledge  a ie  the oiily w ays  by 

which the d isease miiilit be c<>iiti'olled.

Answers to 
Previous Puzzle

Across
1 Ci ispus Attucks

3 Bciijainiii Baiinekci

7 I 'ubinaii

8 WHB DuBo.s

9 Cleavci

I 2 Dougla.-is 

I 3 Nor th  Stai

15 Mail ii i Luthci  Kiiig,  Jr.

U O M I I

1 C O R E

2 A m es  Dei l iam

4 Phil lis Whea t ley  

6 Nat I'uiiiei

10 M arcus  Gai vey 

I 1 Black Power  

14 Dred  Scott
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