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I am caught up in the image o f  perfec t ion:  his en t ic 

ing eyes, his full luscious lips and his deep chocola te  fea 
tu res—the Black Man. Raised by slaves but descended  
from kings , the Black Man has s t rugg led  to be free. He 
has  s t ruggled  to be free from humil ia t ion ,  free from deg ra 

dat ion, free from the insul ts  o f  not  only  o ther  races,  but 
also insults o f  B lack Women.

Many t imes we turn on the te levision and see a 
Black man that has been pul led  over by a cop for Driv ing 
While  Black. So, who says that a Black man driving a 
Lexus  or a N avigator  is a drug dealer?  He could  ju s t  be a 

h igh ly-educated  Black man that not only has asp ira t ions  

but is an inspira t ion to all he encounters .  Sta t is tics  from 
the Federal Bureau o f  Investigation show that Black men 
have a 2 8% chance o f  en ter ing  state or federal pr ison w i th 
in their  l i fet ime.  Due to d iscourag ing  sta t is tics  such as 

these,  Black men are au tomat ica l ly  labeled as cr iminals .  
Many becom e trapped in the system before  they becom e 

teen-agers .  Assum pt ions  are made about  Black men 
because  o f  ignorance and lack o f  in te l l igence on b e h a l f  o f  
c losed-m inded  individuals ,  som et im es  even m em bers  o f  

their  own race.

In our socie ty  today, is the def in i t ion  o f  the Black 

man a scrub, tr if ling, thug or dog? True,  some Black men 
have fallen  because  o f  some bad choices ,  but i s n ’t it true 
that ju s t  as many men o f  o ther  races have fa l len too? We 
must  encourage our Black men to be s trong leaders  and 
not weak followers. Just  look a round  on our  pres t ig ious  

campus.  Notice  the s trong Black facul ty  members .  For 

instance.  Chuck Stone, a p ro fesso r  in the School  o f  
Journa l ism ,  has been a so ld ier  on the ba t t le f ie ld  o f  s o l ida r 
ity for many years.  Just  look at the leaders  in the var ious  

minor i ty  groups  on campus.  Look at the Black men that 

are seen on cam pus but not  heard  because  they are Black 

men.

In honor  o f  B lack His to ry  m onth ,  everyone must  

come together  to build  up the Black community .  The fi rs t  

br ick star ts  with s trong Black men. We must  all come 

together  to forfe a foundat ion  for unity. Pul l ing  together  
and not pull ing apar t,  t h a t ’s what i t ’s all a b o u t . . .H A R A M -  

BEE!
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