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by jordan campbell

Amel Larmieux, Macy Gray and Jill Scott exhibit their own style of true soulful expression. Each one adds a new ingredient to the
melting pot. Depicting real-life situations through personal experiences and observations, they are able to reflect a broad spectrum
of emotions that tap deep within the souls of listeners. Whether the topic is love for another, love for oneself or simply fun loving, it
is seen in a new light each time, from each artist. The categorization that these artists have been placed in, known as “alternative

R&B" or “neo-soul”, opens the door for the continuance of imagination-grabbing, soul-gripping experimentation.

Ame! Larridll

he undaunting, unexpectedif
I voice of Amel Larrieux is a
duo Groove Theory, along With Bry
re-enters the industry with her sof
The album takes you on a soul-e
spiritual journey seen through thel
background and appreciation of &

esty and complete sincerity that is present in her
) w;th & beautiful sense of complaisance that
mentarily. At the same time, her music
ent effect, transmitting spirituality
something that we all can relate to.

er to her music as “conscious soul,”
fresh, thought-provoking style. B s nor disagrees with. In her own words
music, and always has, about pe Am /  Goncept ...it's just a way of life—and how |
has witnessed, Amel feels a certdi _, ¢ : ; gparscmai life...it's the way I've always been writ-
tries to share with her audience. gs, bu ove T it's not “conscious” at all, its just

it's also what | see in real life: ot AIRLE - : ' ’b:; M &s a person.

downs. { somehow try to marry f T

so | have a body of work | can ref#te

Macy Gray

The first aspect of Macy Gray
distinctively squeaky and urt
of blues great, Billie Holidayj
“Queen of Soul,” Aretha Franklin.

_______ flo go to work, everybody wants to be

s sex, everybody wants money.”

& from her debut album “Macy Gray on
Do Something”, discusses the importance
positive opportunities in life; while anoth-
ifted Murder,” playfully and humorously tells

of takmg ady
er song, “ ve

compared to anyone because of e and'm & B Oty | : her boyfriend’s ex-boss for firing him. In
gling fusion of old-school hip-hop , blues, R&B, fu ’-M' iic Venus Freak” and the poetic ballad
rock. The way in which Macy forrﬁs her delivery a - "Macy discussag the sadness, joy and spirituality of love

lost and found N
“Why Didn't You C

_ mention the funky and groovy opener
®e,” which explores the all-too-familiar dis-
fove interest.

sents her talent makes it virtually iﬁ_possible to ignore. ¥
Growing up in a musically inclined housshold at

attending a predominately white boarding school, Macy “dew appointment of:
oped a real appreciation for all kinds of music just by being ‘ Macy g8l touches on all aspects of life. Whether
exposed 1o it." Her playfully boisterous and fun-loving style & ot you dig wh: Ssntributions she'’s making to the music
compliments her experimentation with other genres of music S industry, you mus ect her. She has, no doubt, spawned a
while exploring the emotions of her listeners. It simply reflects mer for elf and others to relate to. Macy is truly
“the basics of life,” says Macy. Even though we're all different, oul from which any R&B artist can take note of.
we all end up living the same kind of life. We're all in the sama as something to say.

19 Black Ink




