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Why Not? 

Textbook Written By 

Davis, Williams

By  H a rr i e t  R o b i n s o n  Asst .  Ed i t o r

D u rin g  th e  fall m o n th s  of 
1967, a salesm an rep re sen t in g  
a renow n p u b lish in g  com pany 
walked in to  th e  office shared  
by two E ng lish  professors a t 
Gaston College. O n e  in s tru c 
tor, a fte r  b e in g  show n m any  
volum ns a n d  n o t  b e ing  very 
impressed w ith  any, casually  
rem arked  th a t  h e  a n d  his office 
m ate co u ld  “w rite  a b e t te r  
book th a n  any  h e  h a d  to  o f 
fer.” “T h e n  w hy d o n ’t you  
write a b e t te r  tex tb ook?” ques
tioned the  salesm an.

T h is  is th e  way i t  all b eg an  
for Mr. C lau d e  Davis a n d  M r. 
R obert  W illiam s, E n g l i s h  
professors a t  G as ton  College. 
T h e  idea  of w r i t in g  a be t te r ,  
more im p ro v ed  tex tb o o k  d id  
not come to e i th e r  a ll a t  once. 
Both h ad  discussed, co n tem 
plated, an d  te m p o ra r i ly  d is
missed th e  idea  u n t i l  cha l leng 
ed, by the  salesm an, in to  ta k in g  
postive action.

T h e  first s tep  was to  agree 
on a tab le  of con ten ts  an d  th e  
index for the  h an d b o o k .  A nd  
agree they did. As s ta ted  by 
one m em ber of th is du b io u s  
duo, . . “we ra re ly  ever d is 
agreed on an y th in g  conce rn in g  
the w rit ing  of th is b o o k .” 
W hich  is indeed  a n o b le  s ta te 
m ent. M r. W illiam s a n d  Mr. 
Davis w orked d il igen t ly  to 
gether, an d  alone, on  the  con 
tents of this book  to  p ro d u ce  
a most u n iq u e  text.

E N G L IS H  C L A R IF IE D , the  
suggested title, was w r i t te n  for 
the p r im ary  p u rp o s e  of sim 
plifying an d  c la rify ing  E ng lish  
g ram m ar a n d  com posit ion . T o  
fu r th e r  ex p la in  th e ir  m a in  o b 
jective, M r. D avis s ta ted , “we 
have carefu lly  exc lu ded  any  in 
correct exam ples of any  fo rm  
in this b o o k .” T h e  idea  th a t  
ne i the r  has ever fo u n d  a boo k  
qu ite  like th is one  h a d  a g rea t

b ea r in g  on  th e ir  final decision 
of the  con tex t to  be  used.

T h e  reason  this te x t is so 
u n iq u e  is th a t  it  is so versatile. 
E N G L IS H  C L A R IF IE D  is 
geared  especially for the  com 
m u n i ty  college to  be used  as 
a f reshm an  tex tbook . H o w 
ever, i t  is no t l im ited  in  its 
use to  th is one  p a r t ic u la r  level. 
T h is  h an dboo k , w hich  is to  be 
pu b lish ed  in  h a rd b ack  ed ition , 
can  be used as a b r idge  from  
the  J u n io r  College level to a 
fou r  year college an d  m ay be 
used  o n  th ro u g h  g rad ua te  
school.

T h e  em phasis is p laced on 
how  to use correct g ram m ar 
an d  does no t stress “how to 
use” incorrec t passages. “W e  
have a t te m p te d ,” exp la ined  
M r. W illiam s, “ to slash away 
all of the  garbage  w hich  c lu t
ters typical texts an d  have 
sough t to  clarify th e  study of 
E ng lish  g ram m ar an d  com 
position .” M r. W illiam s ad d 
ed, “G aston  College students  
have p rov id ed  m ost of the  
p a ra g ra p h  exam ples an d  the 
research p a p e r  m a te r ia l  used 
in  o u r  book .”

A n o th e r  in te res ting  aspect 
of this book  is the  fact th a t  
the  first pu b lish in g  com pany  
to  w hich  they sent the  o rig ina l 
draf t,  re jec ted  the  book. Since 
n e i th e r  Mr. Davis n o r  Mr. 
W ill iam s  is easily discouraged, 
they sough t an o th e r  com pany, 
T h e  Allyn-Bacon Co., w ho  
th e n  b o u g h t  the  book  before 
review ing it. L ater , it  was dis
covered th a t  th e  Allyn-Bacon 
Co. is a subsid iary  of the  tirst 
com pany  w hich  re jec ted  the 
book.

C laud e  Davis is no  u n k n o w n  
to  th e  w orld  of l i te ra ry  works, 
h av in g  po e try  p u b lish ed  in-

The Gas Light

e lu d ing  one  p o em  en t i t led  
“A p a th y ” w hich  was pub lish ed  
in  th e  A M E R IC A N  P O E T . H e  
received his AB degree  from  
E lon  College an d  w en t on  to 
receive his m a s te r’s f ro m  the  
U niversity  of N o r th  C aro l ina  
at C hape l H ill .  B efore com ing  
to G aston  College, M r. Davis 
h a d  ta u g h t  in  the  p u b lic  
schools in  H illsb o ro u g h  a n d  
B urling ton . H is  p r e v i o u s  
teach ing  experiences also in 
c luded  a position  w hich  he 
he ld  a t  College of the  A lb em 
arle  as an  E nglish  professor.

I n  the  classroom, M r. Davis 
injects ideas of Jap an ese  w r i t 
ing, customs, an d  cultures , this 
be ing  a resu lt of tw o a n d  a 
ha lf  years w h ich  he spen t in 
J a p a n  d u r in g  his service ca
reer.

Since com ing  to  G aston  C o l
lege he  has served as advisor 
of the G am m a  B eta P h i  f r a te r 
nity  for one  year. H e  is p r e 
sently teach ing  English at G as
ton  accom pan ied  by a class 
in  Psychology.

R o b e r t  W ill iam s received 
his BA degree from  L en o ir  
R h yne  College a n d  his M A  
degree from  A p p a lach ian  State 
College. M r. W illiam s he ld  
several varied  a n d  in te res ting  
positions before  com ing  to  
G aston  College. H e  has ta u g h t 
in  pub lic  schools in  Statesville. 
H e  has served as city ed i to r  
of th e  Statesville R eco rd  L a n d 
m ark . W h ile  em ployed  by the  
Statesville R eco rd  L a n d m a rk  
he was also book  review ed ito r  
an d  d ra m a  ed ito r. M r. W i l 
liams now  reviews plays and  
books for th e  G aston ia  G a 
zette in  ad d i t io n  to his du ties  
as English  professor a t  Gaston.

A t th e  te rm in a t io n  of this 
interview , M r. Davis an d  Mr. 
W ill iam s sta ted  th a t  this was 
th e  first interview , concern ing  
th e ir  new  tex tbook , th a t  has 
been  g ran ted  to  anyone.
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Department Head

Mr. Berge Beam: 

Quiet Man Of Action
By S herry  S ig m o n  Staff  R e p o r t e r

Record
Reviews

V ersatility  is th e  key th a t  
m akes this th i rd  a lb u m  by the  
Doors th e ir  best so far. T h e  
typical, h a rd -d riv ing  Doors 
n u m bers  like “H ello , I  love 
Y ou”, an d  “T h e  U n k n o w n  
Soldier” a re  there , am ong  
o thers  like  them . B ut, w ha t 
really  m akes th e  a lb u m  is the 
d if fe ren t th ings like “Spanish  
C a rav an ”, W in te r t im e  L ove”, 
an d  "Yes, th e  R ivers Knows. 
“Spanish  C a rav an ” fea tures  the  
best of lead gu ita r is t  R obby  
Krieger. T h e  la tte r  two are  
n o ta b le  fo r  b e ing  sim ple 
ballads, especially “Yes, the  
R iv e r  K now s”, w h ich  lacks 
e lectronic  effects and  h a rd  
rock style. D ru m m e r  J o h n  
D ensm ore  is still using som e 
of the  rh y th m s he used on  
th e ir  first a lb u m , b u t  he  comes 
th ro u g h  a f te r  all. T h e  key
b o a rd  w ork  of R ay  M anzarek  
is the  best h e ’s d o n e  yet. O f 
course, vocalist J im  M orrison  
shows w hy he  is such a s trong  
in f luence  on  today’s rock 
scene. S im plicity  a n d  versa ti
lity are  th e  tw o th ings going 
[or the  Doors, a n d  they em 
phasized b o th  of these q u a l i 
ties to  m a k e  one  of the  best 
a lbum s of the  year.

NO CHANCE
The surest way to have no fu

ture is to live in the belief that 
the future is tomorrow.

ACID-TEST

It’s a fact that character is 
built on what a man thinks—  
not what he thinks he is.

He spouts Shakespeare 
with authority, Chaucer 
with fluency. Or perhaps 
you’d like a few war stor
ies of Korea or World 
War II. Better yet, how 
about s o m e  interesting 
tales from down on the 
farm. The man to see, 
and definitely hear, is 
Berge Beam, head of the 
E n g l i s h  Department, 
Gaston College.

In truth, he is a quiet, 
unassuming man of un
usual depth and exper
ience. Mr. B e a m  was 
born in Lincoln County 
and spent most of his 
f o r m a t i v e  years in 
Crouse, N. C. Through 
elementary schools and 
graduations f r o m  Lin- 
colnton High School, he 
then found himself in 
Hickory, N. C. where he 
enrolled as a freshman at 
Lenoir Rhyne College.

Beam confronted his 
first g r o u p  of eager 
learners at Belmont High 
School in the fall of 1940. 
Historical events were to 
interrupt this brief be
ginning for in the year of 
1941 he traded his white 
shirt and tie for Marine 
Corps green. He served 
in this capacity till 1946. 
His military career was 
revived o n c e  again in 
1950 when he was recall
ed for the Korean conflict

and served there until 
1952.

Returning to civilian 
life, Beam then attended 
Appalachian State Uni
versity for g r a d u a t e  
work. Following this, he 
found a home in Cherry- 
ville, N. C. H e r e  he 
served as both instructor 
and as coach of the High 
School basketbaP, team.

His efforts in teaching 
were then rewarded as he 
was accorded the honor 
of becoming principal of 
Cherryville High School. 
From there he came to 
join us at Gaston College, 
serving in the capacity of 
head of the English De
partment.

Mr. Beam’s home life 
is surrounded by four 
young ladies; Ms lovely 
wife Jean and his three 
blonde daughters, Susan 
14, Martha 10, and Leslie 
7 . . .  The only other male

resident is a F r e n c h  
poodle named Lollypop.

Mr. Beam lists his in
terests as reading, golf, 
and music, in that order. 
He feels a “deep sense of 
happiness” here at Gas
ton and is satisfied with 
his position in the Eng
lish Department, a n d  
that sentiment is recipro
cated by the students of 
Gaston College.


