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Herd Will Sing In College Production
Harry Herd started  singing 

when  he was 12 years old and 
h e  h a s n ’ t s topped in fifty 
years. In  the college produc tion  
o f  “ The G ondoliers” he will 
con tinue  singing the type o f  
m u s i c  th a t  to o k  him from 
Peru, Indiana, to  an audition 
before  A n to n  Schubel, d ram a 
c o a c h  a t  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
M etropolitan  Opera.

A c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  
e l e c t r o n i c s  t e c h n i c i a n  f o r  
Bunker Hill Air Force Base, 
Herd spent 35 years in federal 
service be fore  he re tired  and 
came S o u th  to  teach  at Gaston 
College. A t p resen t he teaches 
solid state electronics , and he 
has taught  b lueprin t reading, 
m ath ,  and troubleshooting  in 
radio and e lectonics here.

Music has been an education

Harry Herd

for Harry F. Herd. He has 
su n g  o p e r a t i c  selections in 
Germ an, F rench, and Italian, 
and his religious singing has 
necessitated his sjnging in Latin 
on  occasions. A bass-bariton, he 
c a m e  b y  h i s  m u s i c a l  
inclinations naturally: his fa ther 
was a singer, and then Peru, 
I n d i a n a ,  is n o t e d  fo r  its
musicians. Cole Porte r  is one 
o f  the  more successful natives 
o f  the city . Herd studied voice 
under Mrs. Anna  McLaughlin, 
formerly o f  the M etropolitan  
Opera, and after he entered  
federal service he retained his 
in terest  in  singing.

A t  o n e  t i m e  h e  w a s
a u d i t i o n e d  f o r  th e  A rthur  
G odfrey  show, and w on the 
silver medal on a couple o f  
occasions at the Chicagoland
Music Festival in Illinois. He 
s a n g  i n  t h e  K o k o m o  
Meistersingers group from  1932 
until  1970, w h en  he left  to 
come to Gaston College.

Herd is part  Miami Indian, 
he points ou t .  His m o th e r  was 
half-Miami and the “ F ”  in his 
name stands for “ Francis ,”  the 
famous Miami Ind ian  chief for 
w h o m  he is named.

When Herd and others  in 
the p roduc tion  take the stage 
in  “ T h e  G ondoliers ,”  Harry 
Francis Herd will bring w ith  
him  the experience o f  ha lf  a 

U  cen tu ry  o f  singing, radio w ork , 
recording s tudio experience, and 
l i f e t i m e  o f  e n j o y i n g  a n d  
producing great music.
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GASTON GONDOLERS —  Sam Durrance, left, rehearses one of the selections from THE 
GONDOLIERS with Jin. Tapy, Mrs. Marie Garrison, and Harry Herd. Herd is an instructor in the 
Vocational Division, and Durrance heads the Music Department. Tapy and Mrs. Garrison are students 

at Gaston.

Gaston To Stage Gilbert And Sullivan^s ^̂ The Gondoliers
Duriig the Fall Q uarter  ^he 

G a s t J n  C o l l e g e  M u  s ic
Departm ent, under the directicn 
o f  Sirn Durrance, will presen 
o n e  o f  the m ost ambitious 
undertakings in the history o f  
the  college. The perform ance is 
the Gilbert and Sullivan w ork , 
“ The Gondoliers .”  In addition
to Durrance, S tuart  Dunsmore 
o:' the D ram a Workshop will 
ajsist w ith  the staging, while 
F r a n k  C r e e c h  a n d  o t h e r  
Ti e m b e r s  o f  t h e  \ r t  
D epartm ent will do the art
work.

“ The G ondoliers”  will b»
presented in its entirely and

Philosophy Class Found 

Questions If Not Answers Grants and Scholorships Announced
. - J  L . .  ■

w i l l  b e  com plete  with  full 
s t a g i n g ,  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d  
orchestra. The cast calls for 
t w e lv e  m a j o r  . ro les  and a 
c h o ru s  o f  fifty singers and 
dancers.

While complete details are 
not worked out,  ten ta tive  plans 
are tha t  the musical w ork will 
be presented at N o r th  Gaston 
High School. Admission will be 
f r e e  t o  s t u d e n t s  u p o n  
presentation o f  ID cards, and 
there  will be a small admission 
charge for adults.

Durrance has asked that any 
college family w ho is interested 
in  a u d i t i o n i n g  for  a role

“ H o w  c a n  i n f i n i t y  b e  
accepted? There  has to  be- an 
end, and , i f  so, the  beginning
w/' vuli W O

reach a final end?”
S o u n d  t o u g h  to  answer? 

T h a t  m ay  have been  one o f  
the easiest queries p u t  before  
Ben Berry and the first Gaston 
ph ilosophy  class. W ant to  try  
som e others?

“ D o e s  m a n  d e fen d  God 
because he loves h im ?”

“ Why can’t love and  reality 
be  reconciled?”

“ What is t im e and how do I 
fit in to  i t? ”

“ H ow  can you  fight a war 
b y  u s i n g  r u l e s  a n d  
reg u la t io n s?” “ Is it possible 
f o r  a person to  really be 
himself, or will he always make 
a l t e r a t i o n s  in  h is  behavior 
m erely to  fit in to  his soc ie ty?” 

“ H ow  does one gain a deep 
and sincere understand ing  o f  
o thers?”

Ben Berry makes no e ffort  
t o  f i n d  a n s w e r s  i n  h i s  
philosophy  classes. He points  
o u t  that the real test o f  a 
successful class are busy trying 
to  answer that quest ion  instead 
o f  waiting to  hear h ow  the 
s tu d en t  will answer it.

F o r  the first tim e, Gaston 
College o ffered  a course caUed 
Philosophy 200  during the first 
session o f  the Sum m er Quarter. 
The course was an experim en t 
to  de term ine  w he ther  Gaston 
studen ts  really w an t  this sort 
o f  academ ic offering.

H o w  s u c c e s s fu l  was this 
initial effort?

“ In  te rm s o f  nu m b er  o f  
s tuden ts ,”  says Berry, “ I th ink  
t h e  c o u r s e  w as a genuine 
success. We had an enrollm ent
o f  abou t  tw e n ty  s tuden ts ,  and
t h i s  n u m b e r ,  particularly  in 
relation to  the to ta l  sum m er
e n r o l l m e n t ,  indicates to  me 
t h a t  t h e  s tuden ts  here are 
ready to  start some serious
thinking abou t  the questions 
that have perplexed m ankind 
from  his beginnings.”

B e r r y ,  w h o  says he found 
teaching conditions here to  be 
“ u ltra  p leasant,”  says tha t  he

was m u ch  impressed by the 
G a s t o n  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  
jTu.oiiivbij' f-nmes back  to  his 
respect for the  studen t.

“I f  a s tuden t  fails,”  he says, 
“ the n ex t  question  is how have 
I failed”

As he begins a class. Berry 
o f t e n  asks the s tuden ts  to  
write  a list o f  tw e n ty  questions 
t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r
discussed. “ I f  I ask them  to 
write  only  five,”  he explains, 
“ I get the big quest ions  such 
as w h e th e r  there  is a G od , an 
im m orta l i ty ,  or m eaning in life. 
I f  I ask for tw en ty ,  at the end 

o f  the page the  s tuden t will 
start asking the  things he really 
w ants to  know . T h en  I take
these last questions and start
l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  q u e s t io n s  
beh ind  the questions.”

At presen t.  Berry is planning 
t o  tea c h  ano ther  course in 
philosophy at G aston CoUege 
d u r in g  the  coming academic 
year. N o  details have y e t  been 
announced.

However, i f  y o u  are passing 
dow n the hall and hear w hat
seems to  be a circus barker 
auctioning o f f  a ten t  revival, 
y o u  have found  Philosophy 
200. And Berry guarantees to  
k eep  you , i f  n o t  a tten tive ,  at 
least awake.
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are excluded.
One o f  the most attractive 

specialized loans in that o f  the

L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  Education  
Program , which has $16,000  
earm arked exclusively for w ork  
in police science. These loans 
are classified as pre-service and 
in-ser>'ice. A pre-service loan is 
one m ade to  a student w ho  is 
piarming to  enter some phase 
o f  law enforcem ent work. An 
in-service loan is m ade to  some 
student who is already serving 
in a law agency. These loans 
can be cancelled b y  serving as 
a p o l i c e  officer. They are 
cancelled at the rate o f  25 per 
cent each year o f  service in 
a n y  approved police agency. 
Grants made th rough the Law 
E nforcem ent E ducation  Program 
m ay be cancelled by  working 
in  t h e  s a m e  c a p a c i ty  the 
s t u d e n t  w a s  in  w h e n  he 
received the  grant. This means 
tha t  an officer, for exam ple, 
who is serving on the Bessemer 
City force m ay cancel his grant 
by serving four years on the 
same police force.

T h e  J e f f e r s o n  S t a n d a r d  
B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o .  is a ls o  
sponsoring a scholarship in the 
am o u n t o f  $575. This will be 
given to  two s tuden ts  for two 
y e a r s .  I t  is r e s t r i c t e d  to 
s tudents from N orth  and Sou th  
Carolina w ho are majoring in 
e l e c t r o n i c s  e n g i n e e r i n g  
technology.

There is also a H unter Huss 
S c h o l a r s h i p  av a i lab le  to  a 
student from Gaston C oun ty  
t h a t  m a in ta in s  an academic 
a v e r a g e .  O n e  scholarship is 
awarded each year for a period 
o f  two years. This scholarship 
is for $500.

T h e  most im portan t  local 
scholarships will be given by 
t h e  Balthis Foun d a tio n .  The 
am oun t o f  m oney  available is 
$2000 , which will provide for 
8 scholarships at $250  each. 
These will be d is tr ibuted  to 
w o r t h y  s tu d e n t s  from high 
s c h o o l s  i n  G a s to n  C ounty .  
Right now there is a need for
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soneone from Mt, Holly to 
appi';. This scholarship will pay 
all t ii t ion  and wJl be given 
back to the initial person the 
followijg year.

W i t t  t h e  new N u r s i n g  
p r o g r a n  beginning this fall 
there wil. be a total o f  $9000  
available to nursing s tuden ts  
having a fnancial need. O f  this 
a m o u n t ,  i5 ,000  will be in 
grants alone The o ther $4000  
will be in s tiden t loans, which 
can be repad in a manner 
similar to  th t  way in which 
N a t i o n a l  Defense Loans are 
repaid. This money will be 
available to  approxirriately 45 
nursing s tudents  through the 
H e a l t h  P ro fe ss io n  Assistance 
Program.

Medford pointed out that 
the term s “ initial grants”  and 
“ r e n e w a l  g r a n t s ”  r e f e r  
respectively to  grafts made for 
the second year b  the same 
s t u d e n t s .  He als5 reminded 
s tudents tha t  severa short term 
loans are available. These loans 
pay only tuition and m ust be 
repaid with in  90  days.

T o  d e m o n s t r j t e  t h e  
significance o f  the scholarships, 
grants, and loans, Medford said 
that in the 1970-71 year 41.3 
per cent o f  all Gaston students 
w orked  full-time, while 29.2 
per cent w orked on a part-time 
Ijasis. This indicates that over 
7 0  per cent o f  all the s tudents 
h e r e  a re  in financial need. 
Medford fu rther stated tha t  63 
per cent o f  Gaston students 
come from families with an 
annual incom e o f  less than 
$7500. All o f  these s tudents 
q u a l i f y  f o r  some form  o f  
financial assistance.

The proper time to  start 
proceedings on securing a loan 
or grant is imm ediately  after 
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  school in

Septem ber,  Medford sa id .  He 
e n c o u ra g e s  all s tuden ts  who 
n e e d  o r  qualify  for loans, 
grants, o r  scholarships to  come 
to the office o f  recruiting and 
f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r  f u r t h e r  
inform ation.

c o n t a c t  h i m  as  s o o n  as 
possible. At present, in addition 
to Durrance, Jimmie Babb and 
Harry Herb o f  the Vocational 
D iv is io n  are possibilities for 
parts in the opera. Herd will 
d e f in i te ly  appear, but Babb, 
w ho, Durrance says, has I he 
best tenor voice in the entire 
area, is not certain that his 
responsibilities will permit him 
to  t a k e  pa r t .  Misses Ellen 
Jenkins and Lori ABee are also 
s c h e d u l e d  for parts in the 
production .

“The G ondoliers” is one o f  
the most timely o f  all o f  the 
works o f  Gilbert and Sullivan. 
The com edy is a satire on 
r o y a l t y ,  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  
g o v e rn m en t ,  and warfare. In 
m any respects the message is as 
up-to-date as the most recent 
t i r a d e  by  Jane Fonda  and 
D o n a l d  Su the r land , and the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  is much more 
admirable and artistic.

D u r r a n c e  s a y s  t hat  one 
r e a s o n  he  d e c i d e d  u p o n  
s o m e t h i n g  as am bitious and 
difficult as an opera  was that  
the Music D epartm ent has, in 
h is  e s t i m a t i o n ,  declined in 
recent m o n th s ,  as for as public 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  are concerned, 
and this w ork  is one m eans o f  
r e s t o r i n g  v i t a l i t y  l o  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t .  He recalls that  
only one previous w ork rivals 
“The G ondoliers” in difficulty  
and dem ands: G o u n o d ’s “ The 
R ed em p tio n ” was perform ed by 
t h e  co lleg e  and con.imunily 
talents several years ago wi th 
orchestra and chorus.

Durrance is no stranger to 
Gilbert and Sullivan. While at 
t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan 
Durrance sang the lead role in 
“ T h e  G ondoliers .”  In o ther
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  h i g h - l e v e l  
am ateur works, Durrance has 
also appeared in “ La Boheme,” 
and he sang with the Miami 
string trio. He also presented 
o n e  s o l o  c o n c e r t  a t  t h e  
University o f  Miami. Fo r  five 
years he earned his living as a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s i n g e r .  During 
Wo r l d  Wa r  I I ,  u n d e r  the 
auspices o f  the United S lates 
A m b a s s a d o r  i n  R i o ,  he
p r e s e n t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  32 
concerts throughout Brazil. He
also presented solo recitals at
W a y n e  S l a t e  U n ivers i ty  in 
Detroit.

While m any  at the college 
are aware o f  Durrance’s musical 
ability, few recall that he was 
t h e  f i r s t  c h a i rm a n  o f  the 
language dep ar tm en t  here. He 
h as  t a u g h t  English, French, 
G e r m a n ,  a n d  S p a n i s h  and 
speaks Portuguese. He holds the 
Bachelor’s Degree in English, 
the Master’s Degree in French, 
and had com ple ted  all b u t  his 
dissertation for the d o c to ra te  
degree in music. He has already 
passed the oral and w ritten  
exam inations.


