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Ralph Brown

Clittonal
Brown Was Last Seen Walking 

In The Direction Of San Francisco

T h e  o f f i c i a l  “ H i p p i e - i n -  
R e s id e n c e ” fo r  Gaston College 
has terminated his responsibilities  
h e r e  a n d  has m oved on to 
smoggier pastures. A t  last report, 
R alph  B row n was seen leaving the  
cam pus and walking toward the 
G olden Gate w ith  the idea o f  
p u rs u in g  a s tu d y  o f  Oriental 
languages. The s top  here was at 
the end o f  one leg o f  a proposed  
t w o - th o u s a n d  mile hike that  
never qu ite  materialized as B row n  
h a d  t o  a b a n d o n  h i s  

. ■:- t -m m  M aine-to-Georgia walk because
I  o f ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  things, an

injured ankle, snake bite, and  
^  S n k l  m oose attack.

“M y  one regret as I leave this 
scftoo/ is tha t I  never was able to 

^  i n v o l v e d  in  worth-while
‘ pro jec ts"  B row n  said. While here

\  did n o th ing  b u t  work endless
h o u r s  in  s a v in g  C r o w d e r s  
M o u n t a i n ,  help organize the  

. . Gaston Ecology Club and serve as
itsfirst president, m ake plans fo r  and carry through the estab lishm ent o f  
a rest area on cam pus now  called “P eop le’s Park,” a ttend  classes 
regularly and w ith  a w holesom e a ttitude, crusade fo r  any  cause tha t he 
fo u n d  w o rth y  o f  a tten tion , and in general act as ambassador o f  good  
will fo r  the college.

Oh, he made enem ies here, at least tem porary ones. He never 
avoided a con fron ta tion  w hen he fe l t  tha t he was unquestionably  right, 
and he se ldom  i f  ever backed away fro m  a principle. The strangest 
e lem ent o f  his time here is that he loved Gaston College, as far as could  
be discerned, and this is strange in view o f  B row n 's  background. N o t  
that  fcc was a “h ipp ie ,” w hatever tha t is, b u t  tha t he was am ong the  
very first o f  that social order.He wasin the middle o f  the original hippie  
riot at P eo p le ’s Park in California, and he has never fo llow ed  the  
m ovem ent, primarily on the thesis that invo lvem ent w ith  mass 
m ovem en ts  denies the individuality  tha t he was trying to find.

A n o th e r  peculiar e lem en t o f  B r o w n ’s background is that he is one o f  
th e  few  students  at Gaston w ho could  be term ed benevolent  
intellectuals. N o t  tha t he is a m enta l giant; on the contrary, he is sim ply  
a very intelligent y o u n g  man who th inks seriously and logically and 
w ho is never allowed preconceived no tions to do m in a te  his o w n  
intellectual reactions.

He was, as few  peop le  realize, fo rm erly  a Church o f  God minister, 
and he made m u ltitudes  o f  pilgrimages in his Volkswagen through the  
Carolinas and Georgia as he preached in te n t  revival services.

The reasons that he en joyed  Gaston so m uch are still unclear, b u t  he 
stated repeatedly that he fo u n d  the best instructors and best s tuden ts  
that he has ever encountered  here a t Gaston College. He once explained  
w hy  he took  so m any  courses under an instructor w ith  w h o m  he fo u n d  
h im se lf  in several disagreements: “The man loves his subject m a tter ,” 
B row n said, “and even i f  I  co u ld n 't  stand h im  personally I 'd  be in his 
classes, because i f  he loves w hat he d o es  som e  o f  his en jo y m e n t will 
inevitably rub o f f  on his s tu d e n ts .”

Ralph B row n wrote m any  articles fo r  the  G A S  L I G H T  while he was 
a s tu d en t  here, and the last insta llm ent came in a special dispatch fro m  
Boarstone M ountain  near L a ke  Onawa, Maine. I t  said simply: “I ’ve 
covered one hundered miles already. R o u g h  bu t nice. Sn a keb it ten  tw o  
days ago. Non-poisonous. N e x t  s to p  is Gorham, N ew  H am pshire .”

He s topped  a fellow  traveler along the Appalachian Trail to ask how  
far the n e x t  supp ly  sta tion  was and received the reply, “d o w n  the  trail a 
w a ys.” The “w a ys” turned o u t  to be one  hundred seventeen miles.

A s  always. B row n  refused to blame anyone  b u t  h im se lf  fo r  the snake  
bite. “I  saw it lying in som e brush and it looked  as i f  it had ju s t  eaten, 
and I w anted  to kn o w  w hat its meal was. I t  turned o u t  to be m y  
f inger. '’

In  his walk he fo u n d  that N o rth ern  hospitality  surpasses the R ebel  
variety, or at least equals it. He fo u n d  h im se lf  invited in to  hom es o f  
perfec t strangers, treated to meals and all o ther types  o f  neighborly  
considerations. “People love to be ne ighborly ,” he says. “A l l  y o u  have 
to do  is give them  the o p p o r tu n i ty .”

The snake bite slow ed the progress o n ly  briefly, bu t the injured  
ankle, the result o f  slipping on  a w et rock d iscontinued  the  h ike  after  
only  tw o  hundred miles. “I'll  return to fin ish  i t ,” B row n  says, and we  
believe him.

He also says tha t he will probably  com e back to Gaston to take a 
couple o f  courses he th in ks  he can benefit  from , and we believe that, 
too. A l f te r  all, he insists tha t he fo u n d  more that he admired here than  
at any o ther  place he has visited, and Ralph B row n  has not  
dem onstra ted  h im se lf  to he the k in d  o f  person to turn his back on  
positive  values.

I t  may no t be exaggeration to say tha t B row n  probably  was the best 
friend the hippie m o v e m en t  has had in this area. D ozens o f  students,  
especially o lder ones w ith  preconceived  no tions abou t the hippie  
generation, were o f te n  heard remarking to the  e f fe c t  that people  like 
B row n are a credit to  the school and to the values o f  the younger  
people  o f  America. I f  he does com e back to s tu d y  here again (and he 
enrolls in a class to learn, n o t  receive transfer credit), m os t o f  the  
campus will w elcom e him  enthusiastically. The rest may w ant  
additional t im e  to learn to understand him.

M aybe  on his n e x t  trip this way the snake will have eaten  
already and the rocks will be dry  so tha t he can com plete  his non-stop  
walking tour o f  Eastern America.

The moose attack? Vfe ju s t  threw that it to make the story  
interesting.

Only A Few Brick Bats
Last week's perform ances o f  “The S an dbox"  and “ Waiting  

for  G o d o t” were a cred it  to  Gaston College and to  the 
s tu den ts  and c o m m u n ity  m em bers  w h o  w orked  so hard to  
make the shows so successful. A special “Thank Y o u ” is due  
to  D on  McIntosh, A llen Lane, Mark H yde, and the o thers  
w ho w orked  so hard and long and fo r  no o th er  reward than  
the appreciation o f  the audience.

Our on ly  gripe is that these perform ers, w ho shed quarts  
o f  perspiration  and spen t endless hours on sets, rehearsals, 
and polishing the sh ow s to a near-professional level were n o t  
apprecia ted  by the Gaston audiences. N o t  fully, a t  least. Isn't 
there som e way we can g e t  the audience seated  —  and then  
k ee p  them  sea ted  — while the sh ow  is going on'?

Good Jobs Await Tech Students
F o r m e r  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  

T e c h n i c a l  Division o f  G a s to n  
Col lege sh o w  a high level o f  jo b  
s t a b i l i t y  and  earn ing  pow ers ,  
acco rd in g  to  resu l ts o f  a s tu d y  
c o n d u c t e d  r e c e n t l y  b y  Milt  
H agen . While H agen  rem in d s  that  
the  “ l im i ted  d a t a ”  s t u d y  as y e t  
d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  e n o u g h  
in f o rm a t io n  f ro m  w h ic h  to d raw  
f irm conc lu s io n s ,  in d ic a t io n s  are 
th a t  G a s to n  Tecl in ica l  s tu d e n ts  
get  g o o d  j o b s  and  m a k e  goo d  
em p lo y ees .

F i f ty -o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  s tu d e n ts  
g r a d u a t i n g  b e tw e e n  1959  and 
1971 stil l h o ld  p o s i t io n s  w i t h  the  
same f i rm  b y  w h ic h  t h e y  were  
fi rst  e m p lo y e d .  Over  8 0  per  cen t  
o f  th e  1959 g r a d u a te s  are still 
w i th  the  or iginal  f irms,  w h i le  38  
p e r  c e n t  o f  the  1 9 6 4  s tu d e n t s  are 
w i t h  the i r  in i tial  em p lo y e r s .

O ver  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  to  
t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a r e  s t i l l  
e m p l o y e d  in N o r t h  Caro l ina .  T he  
o th e r s  are w o rk in g  in  on e  o f  
t w e l v e  s t a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the 
c o u n t r y .  S t a t e s  in c lu d e d  are 
A l a b a m a ,  A r i z o n a ,  D elaw are ,  
Georgia ,  M issour i ,  N ew  M e x ico ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  S o u t h  C aro l ina ,  
T e x a s ,  V e r m o n t ,  Virginia , and  
West Virginia.

Salar ies  pa id  to  T e c h  g r a d u a te s  
also ref lec t  th e  level o f  G a s to n  
g radua te s  o n  the  jo b  m arke ts .  
A v e r a g e  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  o f  
1959-61 g r a d u a te s  are $ 1 5 ,8 6 4 ,  
an increase  o f  $ 1 1 ,4 4 9  over  thei r 
i n i t i a l  e m p l o y m e n t  sa lar ies  o f  
$ 4 , 4 1 5 .  G r a d u a t e s  o f  1 962-64  
sh o w  an  an n u a l  sa lary o f  $ 1 1,249,  
an increase  o f  $ 6 ,3 4 2  over  the 
p a s t  d e c a d e .  T h e  1 9 6 5 - 6 7  
s t u d e n t s  s t a r t e d  w o r k  at an 
a v e r a g e  sa lary o f  $ 5 ,6 7 9  and  
c u r r e n t ly  are ea rn in g  $ 1 0 ,5 3 8 ,  an  
increase o f  $ 4 ,8 5 9 .  1 9 6 8 -7 0  grads 
ea rn ed  $ 6 ,7 8 3  d u r in g  the i r  first 
y e a r  an d  c u r re n t ly  are ea rn ing  
$ 9 ,5 4 2 ,  an increase  o f  $ 2 ,7 5 9 .  
Last  y e a r ’s g rad u a te s  s t a r t e d  the ir  
w o r k  at a sa lary o f  $ 7 ,4 7 6  and 
c u r re n t ly  earn $ 8 ,8 6 9 ,  an  increase  
o f  $ 9 9 3  over  th e  pas t  year.

Hagen  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  s ta r t ing  
salaries fo r  T e c h  s tu d e n ts  are in 
l i n e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  four-year  
g r a d u a t e s  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e n g i n e e r s .  “ I t  h a s  b e e n  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
t e c h n o l o g i s t  can  p e r fo r m  the  
du t i e s  o f  th e  B a ch e lo r  o f  Science  
eng ineer ing  g r a d u a te , ”  H agen  said. 
“ O u r  in i tial  e m p l o y m e n t  level is 
g o o d ,  a n d  the  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
r em ain  very  en c o u ra g in g ,”  Hagen  
c o n c lu d e d .

Dr. Robert Howard

R E C E I V E D  D O C T O R ’S 
DEGREE —  Robert Howard, 
who has recently completed work 
o n  h is  D o c t o r ’s d e g r e e  in 
Education, will add the “Dr.” 
before his name — officially -  this 
month. Howard, who is dean o f  
evening affairs at Gaston College, 
completed his dissertation on July 
10. The title o f  his study is “A 
S t u d y  o f  R e c r u i t m e n t  and  
Selection of Elementary Principals 
in North Carolina.”

★  ★ ★

GETTING AHEAD —  Three older Gaston College students, (left to right) Mrs. Barbara Martin, Jerry 
Miller, and David Hargett, find that Gaston meets their needs for future plans.

Gaston’s Geriatric Set Came To Get Ahead
As I w a n d e r  a ro u n d  th e  hall o f  

G a s to n  1 see m o r e  and  m o re  old 
p e o p le  s ta n d in g  a ro u n d .  I ’m n o t  
ce r ta in  w h a t  they  are d o in g  here ,  
b u t  t h e y  c a n ’t poss ib ly  all be 
f a c u l ty  m e m b e r s  an d  visitors.  But  
w h a t  o t h e r  reasons  are there  for  
t h e m  to be  here .  Since t h e y  are so 
m u c h  o ld e r  th a n  I a m ,  it m ig h t  be 
w o r t h  a m i n u t e  o r  so o f  m y  t ime 
to  find o u t  i f  th e y  real ly  have an 
insight  in to  life t h a t  the  rest o f  us 
d o n ’t have.

So I asked these  over - th i r ty  
peo p le  w h a t  it  is t h e y  are look ing  
for,  and  this is w h a t  t h e y  to ld  me:  

La r ry  S m i th :  “ I cam e  b a c k  for  
t h e  s t a n d a rd  r e a s o n s -  to get 
ah ead  in life, to  get  a b e t t e r  j o b  or 
a b e t t e r  j o b  classi f ica t ion  th a n  the  
on e  I was  in. E d u c a t io n  is the 
o n ly  w a y  I k n o w  to ge t a h e a d . ”

J o h n  D o u g a n :  “ I w as  ti red o f  
w o rk in g  for  the  c a rpe tbagge rs  in 
th e  mil ls fo r  low  p a y .”

Mrs. G era ld in e  Lyles: “ 1 cam e  
t o  c o l l e g e  b e c a u s e  1 a lways  
w a n t e d  to  c o m e  b a c k  to  see if  1 
c o u l d  m a k e  it. I w a n t e d  the 
se lf- sa t is fac t ion an d  th e  chal lenge 
w h i l e  I w as  raising m y  o w n  
s t a n d a rd  o f  living.”

David  H arg e t t :  “ My reasons  for  
c o m in g  to  college is selfish. I was 
passed over  in th e  p r o m o t i o n  line 
w h e re  1 w o r k .  I w as  to ld  tha t  
w i t h o u t  an e d u c a t io n  1 c o u l d n ’t 
go a n y w h e r e  w i th  the  c o m p a n y . ” 

J e r r y  Miller:  “ W hen  I f in ished 
h igh school  I w as  u n d e c id e d  a b o u t  
m y  fu tu re .  I w a n t e d  to  go to 
co llege,  and  I also w a n te d  to  b u y

By Greg Scott

a car.  T h e  des ire  for  a car  w on  
o u t ,  so  I w e n t  to w o r k .  I was  still 
restless an d  I w a s n ’t d o in g  w h a t  I

w a n t e d  to  d o .  My a m b i t io n  has 
a lw ays  been  to  teach  and  to  coach  
foo tba l l .  But I n e e d e d  to ge t  the 
m i l i ta ry  c o m m i t m e n t  o u t  o f  the 
w a y ,  so I j o in e d  the  Marine  Corps .  
A f te r  fo u r  y ea r s  o f  service and  six 
years  o f  m arr iage ,  I w as  con v in ced  
b y  m y  wife to  t r y  to  get m y  
college deg ree .  So , twelve  years  
a f t e r  f in ish ing  high schoo l ,  I 
s t a r t ed  here  at G a s t o n . ”

Larry  G a r la n d :  “ I k n o w  n o w  
th a t  in this d a y  and  age y o u  c a n ’t 
ge t a long  w i t h o u t  a degree . While 
travel ling in the  A rm y  I saw the 
need for  an  e d u c a t io n ,  and  w i th  
the  help  o f  the  G .l .  Bill I dec ided  
to  go all th e  w a y .  I d i d n ’t w an t  to 
be  o n e  o f  th o se  u n f o r t u n a t e s  w h o  
was  left  b y  the w ay s id e .”

Mrs. Barbara  M art in :  “ My main  
reason for  co m in g  to  college w as  
se l f - im p ro v em en t  at first ,  b u t  n o w  
th a t  I am  in school  I have decided  
to c o n t in u e  m y  e d u c a t io n  in to  the 
field o f  nursing . I t ’s r a ther  hard  to  
sta rt  again a f t e r  n o t  be ing  in 
school  for  t w e n t y  years.  On the  
d a y  o f  r eg is t ra t ion  I cam e  over, 
g o t  co ld  feet  an d  left .  I w e n t  to 
m y  h u s b a n d ’s office  to  c ry  on  his 
sh o u ld e r ,  b u t  he  w o u l d n ’t give me 
an y  s y m p a th y .  So  I cam e back  to  
the  c a m p u s  and  signed u p  for  tw o  
cou rses .”

T he  n e x t  q u e s t io n  is w h e th e r  
these  ger ia t rics  regre t  the ir  late 
decis ions.  So th a t  w as  the  nex t  
q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  h e r e  are the  
answers.

David Harge t t  a d m i t s  that  he 
w a s  a p p reh en s iv e  a b o u t  r e tu rn in g  
to schoo l .  “ At the  first  t h o u g h t s

o f  college I w as  scared to  d e a th .  It 
had  been  to o  long shice high 
s c h o o l ,  and  I felt  to ta l ly  s tup id .  

But since I have  been  b a c k  I have 
fo u n d  th a t  the  peop le  I have co m e  
in to  c o n t a c t  w i th  are grea t!  My 
grades  have been  b e t t e r  than  I 
e x p e c t e d ,  an d  m y  Ins t ruc to rs  have 
b e e n  m o re  than  fair.  I’d like to 
t h a n k  G a s to n  College for  be ing  a 
g rea t  sc h o o l . ”

J e r r y  M i l l e r  i s e q u a l l y  
e n th u s ia s t i c :  “ I have n o t  regre t ted  
m y  dec is ion  to enro ll  in college 
on e  b i t .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  college 
sy s tem  is the  best  th ing  tha t  ever 
h a p p e n e d  to  N o r t h  C a ro l in a .”  

Col lege  m a y  even qua l i fy  as a 
f o u n ta in  o f  y o u t h ;  a t  least Mrs. 
B a r b a r a  Ma r t i n  sees it in a 
s o m e w h a t  s imilar  m a n n e r :  “ G o ing  

t o  sc hoo l  has given m e  a n e w  lease 
o n  life. I d o n ’t feel near ly  as o ld  
as I d id ,  because  the  y o u n g e r  
s t u d e n t s  t r ea t  m e  as i f  I w ere  one 
o f  th e m .  I w a s n ’t sure  wha l  to  
e x p e c t  f ro m  the  s tu d e n ts ,  and I 
w a s n ’t ce r ta in  I cou ld  d o  the  w o r k  
d e m a n d e d  in co llege.  I have been 
very  p leasan t ly  su rp r ised  on  b o th  
c o u n t s . ”

Surpr is ing ly  e n o u g h ,  these  old 
peo p le  seem to  have the  idea tha t  
t h e y  k n o w  w h a t  th e y  are doing . 
N o w  the  q u e s t io n  is h o w  m a n y  of  
the  e igh teen -yea r -o lds  real ly  have 
read th e  answers , o r  will  th ey ,  ten 
y ea r s  f rom  n o w ,  be a m o n g  the 
o ld e r  s t u d e n ts  c o m in g  back  to 
renew  the i r  e d u c a t io n ?


