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Dauish Gymnastics 
V̂ault̂  Into !§»potliglit

M em bers o f the  D anish G ym  team  ii 
costu m es.

their native  fo lk

B y  K ay Snyder  
The D anish G ym  Team  

perform ed a t Gardner-Webb  
on T u esday, Septem ber 17 
a t 8 :00 p .m . in B o st  G ym na
sium . The G ym  Team  w as 
organized in  1939 under the  
direction o f Erik F lensted- 
Jensen . The m em bers are se 
lected each year from the  
m ost  skillfull gy m n a sts  in  
Denmark. They take one year  
o f their t im e to  tour and per-

IFormer (s I ^tubent

opera fflnmpanH flar  
Pcribnna At Soucr OIi!apEl

B y Beck y B ost
S e p te m b e r  2 4 , 1974

marked the  return to  the  
Gardner-W ebb cam pus of  
Joseph  B lanton, a former  
stud en t here. Mr. B lanton  is  
a world-fam ous opera tenor  
and his one-hour perfor
m ance in D over Chapel e x 
hibited his excellent talent.

T h e  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  
prom ptly  a t 8 o ’c lock w ith  
the  Germ an, “D ies B ildn ess  
i s t  Bezaubernd Schon” from  
M ozart’s opera, T H E  M A 
GIC F L U T E . A fter  th is  
number, B lanton  introduced  
him self  and introduced the  
them e of the  performance, 
love. The next tw o num bers 
w er e  “ Z u e ig n u n g ” b y  
Strauss and “ Still W ie die  
N a ch t” b y  Bohm .

A fter  a short break, Mr. 
Blanton  returned and e x 
plained he w ould be sin g in g  
from Italian and French op 
eras. He then san g  G ou nod’s 
“ Salut! dem eure chaste  et  
pure” from F A U S T . One of  
the  best num bers w as “ E n  
ferm ent les y e u x ” from M as

se n e t’s M A N O N . Mr. B lan 
ton reached a very high note  
and held the  p itch w ith  
am azin g  strength  and clar
ity  of tone.

A fter  the  in term ission, 
B lanton  san g  in  English .  
“ S e r e n a d e ,” from  T H E  
S T U D E N T  P R IN C E  b y  
R o m b e r g  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  
beautiful and the  audience  
seem ed to enjoy  it  m ost  of 
the  E n g lish  son gs. A t  the  
conclusion of the  concert, 
Mr. B lanton w as so w ell ap
plauded th a t he san g  tw o en
cores.

Joseph  B lanton  is  a  native  
of Shelby as is  h is wife, San 
dra. He received his A so-  
ciate of A rts  degree from  
G a r d n er -W e b b  a n d  th e n  
w e n t  to  C a rso n -N e w m a n  
College where he stud ied  
m usic  for a year. The n ex t  
year, he m ajored in  vo ice  at  
W ake-Forest U niversity  and  
graduated w ith  a Bachelor  
of A rts  degree. Later, he  
s t u d ie d  op e r a  a t  th e  
M anhattan School o f M usic  
in  N ew  York City.

W hile a s tud en t a t Gard
ner-W ebb, B lanton  stud ied

Refleetioiis Begins 

On i§ieveiit]i Issue
Gardner-Webb C ollege’s 

literary m agazin e  is  beg in 
n ing  it s  seven th  year o f pub
lication. R eflection s appears 
on cam pus every spring and  
in cludes poetry, prose and  
artw ork by college stu d en ts  
as w ell as  com m un ity  resi
dents. This year the  N orth  
Carolina A rts  Council has

provided funds to  enable the  
R eflection s sta ff  to  award  
cash  prizes for exceptional  
work. A ll in terested  persons  
are encouraged to  subm it  
th is  w ork to  the  E n g lish  
H ou se or contact Gerrie  
W ard or W anda W atson. 
Sta ff  p os itions are a lso  open  
to  in terested s tud en ts.

v o ic e  u n d e r  M rs . K a y  
M cG ee Phillips. H is  first  
voice  teacher in  N ew  York  
w as Gerhard Pechner and  
his f irst coach w as E ste lle  
L ie b lin g .  C u r r e n t ly , h is  
voice  teacher is Lili W ex-  
burg and his coach is  Leo  
Mueller.

Mr. B lanton  has received  
m any awards for his vocal  
talent. A m on g  them  are: the  
N orth Carolina G overnor’s 
Award, Com m and Concert 
and Opera Aw ard, f irst  
place in N.C. S ta te  M etro
politan Opera A ud itions and  
runner-up in the R egional 
M etropolitan Opera A ud i
tions.

The roles he h as played in 
c lude: F erran d o— C O SI
F A N  TU T T E ; T a m in o -  
T H E  M A G IC  F L U T E ; Ro- 
d o l f o - L A  B O H E M E ; Pin
k e r to n -M A D A M E  B U T 
TE R F L Y ; F r i t z - L ’A M I-  
CO F R ITZ and D u k e - R I -  
GOLETTO. He has su ng  
w ith  the Israel N ational 
Opera C om pany, the  Johan  
Brow nlee Opera Theater, 
the  E ste lle  Lieb ling Opera 
Studio, the  R ossin i Opera 
Com pany and he w as gu est  
artis t  a t the  W inston-Salem  
Sum m er F estiva l. For the  
pas t  tw o  years he has been  
sin gin g  w ith  the  Bonn, Ger
m an y  Opera C om pany and is  
under contract to  the  N ew  
Y ork C ity C enter Opera.

On Sunday, Septem ber  
22, Mr. B lanton  san g  during  
the  m orning w orship service  
a t First B a p tis t  Church, 
Shelby. On M onday, Sep
tem ber 23, he g ave  an opera  
sem inar for in terested m usic  
m ajors in the  O. M ax Gard
ner R ecital H all at 4 o ’clock.

form. The g y m n a sts  do not  
receive a salary for their per
form ances, and are unified  
by  their dedication to  p h ys i
cal education.

The performance in cluded  
a var iety  of modern rhy 
thm ical gym n astic s , skillful 
vaulting  and tum bling, and  
a se lection of D anish  folk  
dances in  native  costu m e. 
C lassic and modern m usic  
w as used  in the  program  
along w ith  old D anish  folk  
t u n e s .  T h e  p e r fo r m a n ce  
showed the difference be
tw een b o y s ’ and g ir ls ’ g y m 
n astic s  in t o d a y ’s w orld. The  
exercises were powerful, de
cided, and courageous, and  
graceful.

The high light o f the  pro
gram  w as the  vau ltin g  and  
tum bling  performed by  the  
b o y s ’ team . The vau lting  
and tum bling  w as done w ith  
sty le , rh3fthm, and preci
sion. A t  th e  com pletion of

the exhib ition, the  team  w as  
g iven  a s tand ing  ovation.

E xerc ises  on the  balance  
beam s of different heigh ts  
were a h igh light of the  g ir ls ’ 
program. The gir ls also  
worked w ith  hoops, balls, 
and ropes, w hich m ade their  
performance effective  and  
enjoyable.

W om en ’s g ym n ast ic s  in  
D enm ark differ from  those  
in  the  U nited  S ta tes . This  
team  in particular, em pha
sizes  grace and m ovem ent. 
In the U nited  S ta tes ,  the  
em p hasis has been on bal
ance beam s, floor work, 
parallel bars, and strength.

It  w as the  g y m n a s ts ’ 
team w ork, beauty  o f m ove 
m ent, tim e, and precision  
th a t held the  a tten tion  of the  
a u d ie n c e . D r. B la c k b u r n  
sa id  that it  w as an excellent  
program  and he w as very  
pleased w ith  the  presen ta 
tion.

Several m em bers of the  
R eligious Ed ucation  Club  
w en t to  Lake N orm an for a 
retreat on Septem ber 20 and  
21. T hey stayed  at the  co t
tages o f Mr. M cGraw  and  
Mr. B e st . Mr. B e s t ’s son, 
D a v id ,  a t te n d s  G ardn er-  
W ebb.

The em p hasis for the  
w eekend w as placed on find

in g  one’s ow n se lf  and tru st 
in g  people. The session s  
were led by Dr. Lam b, Dr. 
Cullinan, and Dr. Pople. Dr. 
Lam b sta ted , “T h is is  the  
first retreat the  the  R eli
g iou s E d ucation Club has  
been on and I feel th a t  w e a ll  
enjoyed it im m en sely .” 

Tw enty-three  s tu d en ts  
participated in th e  R etreat.

Social Sciences Host 
Internship: Field Trip Made

The Social Sciences D e 
partm ent here has been  
ach iev ing  o utstand in g  re
su lts  w ith  it s  new ly-insti
tu ted  in ternship program. 
Presently , seven  stud en ts  
are w orking in the  program. 
T h e y  are: V ic k ie  C ook , 
“G in-G ” Hedrick, Richard  
Swanner, L ynn W illiam son, 
Shelia W ray, T h om as F on 
der, w orking the the  co im ty  
drug prevention program  
and T om m y W hite , active  
w ith  the  B o y ’s  Club.

Social Sciences F ie ld  Trip  
The C rim inology stud en ts  

of M iss D oris Jones and Mr.

Stan ley  Sm edley  recently  
toured the W estern Carolina  
Correctional Center of the  
N orth  Carolina D ep artm en t  
o f C orrections at M organ- 
ton. These  s tu d en ts  toured  
each of the  s ix teen  floors of  
the facility  where th ey  had  
described for them  the re
creational and educational 
program s.

R o u g h ly  f iv e  h u n d re d  
you th s rangin g  in age  from  
14-18 participate  in  a be- 
havioral-m odification pro
gram  design ed  on a pos itive  
reward sy stem , in stead  of a 
punishm en t sy stem .

Tubing Racers 
Float To Success

A  few  of the fellow s take a break.

A lthou gh  it  w as Friday, 
the  13th, it  turned out a per
fect day  for the  first annual 
B r o a d  R iv e r  I n n e r tu b e  
Race. The race w as officially  
begun w hen the  B oilin g  
S p r in g s  R e sc u e  S q u a d  
sounded off their siren.

The R escue Squad and the  
C leveland C ounty Sheriff’s 
D epartm ent were on du ty  to  
assure  that the  “ tub ers” re
turned safely. The b est area 
of the river for the race

seem ed to  be near the  H w y.  
150 Bridge because  of the  
choppier rapids in  th a t area.

The first place w inner w as  
Steve  D avidson , a sopho
m ore, second place w as  
taken by  John E aton , a ju n 
ior.

A lthou gh  there were no 
gir ls in volved  in th is  sem es
ter ’s even t, there will be  
another chance to ge t in 
vo lved  in next sem ester ’s


