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Feature

H ave Y ou M et 
Reg Alexander

R eginald A lexander, the  
A ssis ta n t  C ollege M inister, 
is  another one of Gardner- 
W eb b ’s former stu d en ts . He  
a tten d ed  Gardner-W ebb  
during the  years 1967-1971  
and w as in the  first graduat
in g  c la ss  o f Gardner-W ebb  
after it  had becom e a senior  

college.
R eg, a m an o f m any in ter

e s ts , w as qu ite  in volved  in  
s tu d en t a c tiv ities  w hen he  
w as a stud en t. He w as E d i
tor o f The P ilo t his sopho
more year, P resident o f the  
B .S .U . for tw o years (his 
so p h o m o r e  a n d  se n io r  
years), a m em ber of “Joyfu l 
N o ise ,” w hich w as Gardner- 
W eb b ’s first stud en t or
g an ized  folk group, and he  
w as E ditor of a m agazin e  
called R evelie , w hich w as 
the  s ta te  B .S .U . m agazine. 
R eg w as also a m em ber of 
the B rush and Scroll literary 
Soc ie ty  and in W ho’s W ho in  
A m erican Junior C olleges 
during his sophom ore year. 
E v e n  thou gh  he w as a ctive ly  
in volved  in stud en t a c tiv i
t ies , R eg  m aintained a “B ” 
average in his school work.

R e g , o r ig in a l ly  from  
K in gs M ovmtain, N .C ., w as 
also  accepted  at the  U niver 
s ity  o f N orth Carolina. H ow 
ever, he had decided to a t 
ten d  Gardner-W ebb for his  
first tw o years of college. 
This w ay he felt he could get

his background courses out 
of the w ay and at the sam e  
tim e, he w ould be near to 
hom e since he w as in volved  
in a c tiv ities  there. So R eg  
cam e to  Gardner-W ebb m a
joring in art w ith pleins to  
transfer to  a un iv ersity  
branch after his sophom ore  
year.

R eg received his A .A . de
gree in liberal arts a t the  end  
of his sophom ore year. B u t  
during his sophom ore year. 
R ev. B u dd y, the  C ollege  
M inister, and others began  
qu estion in g  R eg  concerning  
his m ajor. This caused R eg  
to  think. H e m ade a recom 
m itm ent of his life to  C hrist 
at th e  end o f his sophom ore 
year because  G od had be
com e real to  him  in a w ay he  
had never experienced be
fore.

T h is  r e c o m m it m e n t  
caused R eg  to sta y  on at 
Gardner-W ebb to  com plete  
his rem aining tw o  years of  
college. He changed his m a
jor to  P sych o lo gy  and grad
uated  from  Gardner-W ebb 
in the spring o f 1971 w ith  his 
B .S . degree. H e then a t
t e n d e d  S o u th e r n  B a p t i s t  
T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a r y  in  
L ouisville, K entucky, where 
he received his M .R .E . de
gree. H is  em p hasis in sem i
nary w as in cam pus m in 
istry . A s a stud en t at Gard- 
ner-W ebb, he had becom e

Mr. A lexander behind his usually  m essy  desk .

im pressed w ith the  vo lu n 
teer stud en t w ork availab le  
on cam pus and consequ en t
ly , th is  in fluenced him  to 
ward cam pus m in istry  as his 
em p hasis in sem inary.

R eg  recalls a delightfu l 
happening when he w as a 
ju n io r  a t  G a r d n er-W eb b .  
D uring  th a t year, he m et the  
former D ianne C opeland, 
w ho is  now  his wife. She w as  
a freshm an then p lanning  to  
m ajor in Secretarial Science.

R eg  is now  fulfilling G o d’s 
w ill here at Gardner-W ebb  
in the  capacity  of A ss is ta n t  
C ollege M inister. H e fee ls he 
can id en tify  w ith  m any of 
the  s tu d en ts  here who find  
th em se lves changing  their  
m ajors in the  m iddle o f their  
college  career. A nd it  is h is  
desire that he w ill be able to  
help those  having  these  dif
ficu lties as w ell as others.

Student Recruited 

On Mission Field
Sophia G om ez, a stud en t  

from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
is  one of Gardner-W ebb’s 
foreign stud en ts . She w as 
recruited to  Gardner-W ebb  
by Mr. E d w in  Bullock, the  
Presid en t of the  B a p tis t  
Brotherhood o f the  B ap tist  
C onvention of N orth Caro

lina.
In 1972, Mr. Bullock,

a long w ith  the  B a p tis t  B ro
therhood, had gone to  Rio to  
v is it  the  m ission  field. T hey  
w ere to m eet a m ission ary  
there, but did not find him. 
One m em ber of the  group  
knew  Sop hia’s father, Mr. 
D a vid  G om ez. So th ey  pro
ceeded to  call Mr. Gom ez  
and ask him  if he w ould  
show  them  the c ity  of Rio.

S O P H IA  GOM EZ

Mr. Gom ez agreed and also  
in v ited  the  group to  attend  
church w ith  him  at H ope  
B ap tist  Church, the  only  
B a p tis t  church in dow ntow n  
R io. Later the  group in vited  
the  w hole Gom ez fam ily to  
diimer. Mr. B u llock  noticed  
Sophia, w ho a t th a t tim e  
w as a junior in high  school. 
H e talked to  Sophia a t  
length  about go in g  to co l
lege  in N orth Carolina and 
to ld  her that the  B a p tist  
Brotherhood w ould provide 
her w ith  a scholarship. A fter  
ta lk in g  it  over w ith  her par
ents and  praying about it, 
sh e  finally  agreed to  com e to 
N orth  Carolina. The B a p tist  
Brotherhood decided th a t  
Gardner-W ebb w as the  best  
C hristian college  for Sophia. 
S o  a fte r  f in i s h in g  h ig h  
s c h o o l,  S o p h ia  c a m e  to  
Gardner-W ebb in Janu ary  of 
1974.

W hile in high school, 
Sophia attend ed  the  In- 
stitu to  de E ducacao. She re
ceived  her degree in e lem en
tary  education there and had 
also  served as an elem entary  
teacher for the  first through  
the  fourth grades. In Rio, 
approxim ately  50% of the  
people are younger than 20 
years of age , so there is a 
great need for e lem entary  
teachers.

800 schools and the Army 
are m aking coUege a reality  

for m ore young people.

About eighteen m onths ago, the Army 
began to develop a bold, new concept in cooperative 
education. Project Ahead.

T he  program began at one university in 
the Midwest. Interest was so great the Army 
decided to expand it across the country. Today, 
the program involves more than 800 colleges 
and universities. And it’s still growing.

Project Ahead’s s tructure is basically 
simple. But its benefits to  young people 
and their parents are enormous.

First of all, it is a unique individualized 
education plan. One that allows you to choose, if 
you qualify, an “alma m ater” before you enlist. 
(Normally a participating school in your home area.) 
So no m atter which college or colleges you attend 
while in the Arm y, you’ll know beforehand the 
courses you’ll need for credit at the school you want 
to  graduate from.

Secondly, the Army provides financial aid. 
College courses are available to you while you’re 
in  the Army. And the Army will pay up to 75% of 
the tuition for these courses. (After your enlist
m ent’s over, you’ll be eligible for 36 m onths of 
financial assistance under the G .I. Bill.)

Pitgect Ahead
For more inform ation call your Army 

R epresentative at 482-7066 Shelby.

Sophia know s three lan
g u a g e s— P ortu guese, Span
ish , and E n glish . Portu guese  
is  her native  language. She 
can understand Spanish a 
lit t le  because Spanish and  
P ortu guese  are som ew hat 
sim ilar lan guages. She w as  
t a k in g  E n g lis h  in h ig h  
school in Brazil, but could  
not speak E n g lish  very  w ell 
u n til , she cam e to  Gardner- 
W ebb. Book s and the  people  
here have helped her learn to  
speak E n glish .

Her m ajor here at Gard
ner-W ebb is  R eligious E d u 
cation . She in tend s to go  
back to B razil to  w ork w ith  
her church and the  Brazilian  
people as a m issicm ary. 
Sophia said  that m ost o f the  
people in B razil are not  
C hristians and sh e  w ants  
her life to  be u sed  to  reach 
others for Christ.

Sophia sta te d  th a t  she  
lik es Gardner-W ebb very  
m uch. She enjoys the  experi
ence of liv in g  in a dorm itory  
because in the  b ig  c ity  of 
R io, she w ould have gone to  
college  as a com m utin g  s tu 
dent. She especia lly  lik es the  
f r ie n d ly  a tm o sp h e r e  a nd  
C hristian spirit at Gardner- 
W ebb.
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