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Campus united in prayer
M argaret O ’Driscoll
Pilot s taff

The flagpole became holy 
ground late Tuesday afternoon 
as concerned  students and 
m em bers o f  the com m unity  
used it to meet for prayer fol
lowing the day ’s tragic events.

C hords o f  ""Amazing 
Grace ” lifted above bent heads 
while one by one voices called 
upon the throne o f  God. The 
mixture o f  prayers came from 
students and faculty  alike, 
crossing racial walls as people 
from  different nationalities 
grasped hands to unite as one.

Students prayed with faces 
turned to the evening sky while 
others knelt or lay in weak sub
mission.

Tears flowed as both stu 
dents and faculty lifted their 
hands toward heaven all across 
the quad.

Students prayed for G od’s 
love and mercy to be shown 
tow ard the terrorists  that 
caused Tuesday's tragedy and 
sought strength for the future 
and protection over loved ones 
o f  those directly involved.

A voice from within the 
crow d shared a com forting  
verse from 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
“I f  my people, who are called 
by my nam e, will hum ble  
themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their 
land.”

Some students shared their 
feelings on the events and how 
they were affected. Julie Jo 
N elson, a sophom ore from 
Fairfax, Va., was told by a
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l i i e n i l  . i bo u l  l l ic IV’MKigon 
b e i n g  ini b \  j  pkine .  N e l s o n ' s  
d. id w o r k s  cil llie I’e n l j g o n .

"I w.i s in . iwe.  I jusi  losi 
i l ." s h e  saiil.

N e l s o n  nn me i l i a l t ' l v  cal l et l  
h e r  m o m  lo Ihid ou l  i f  hei 
l a l h e i .  \ \ lu> is a N a \ >
C o m m a n d e r ,  w a s  sa le .  S h e  w a s  
l l i a nk h i l  lo l lnd  ou t  he  liail not 
b e e n  h. i ime il .

N e l s o t f s  p a re n t s  ha d  mel  
foi b re a k  Iasi a n d  h e r  dat l  w a s  
not in the Pentagon when it 
was hit.

Although Nelson has said 
she is “one lucky girl,” she is 
still concerned for her fa ther’s 
cow orkers  and friends who 
were affected by the attack. 
The campus has been a trem en
dous support to her at this time, 
and she is amazed at the num 
ber o f  calls she has received 
from friends.

A nother student shared 
that she can not believe that 
this type o f  event has happened 
in the United States.

Freshm an M erry  Leigh 
M ille r has fam ily  in the 
reserves and is troubled that

they may now be called to 
serve. She was in shock that 
this could happen to the coun
try that everyone looks up to.

“This has brought our 
country  to its knees ,” said 
M iller when asked how she felt 
about the attack.

Other students agree that 
this event is causing American 
citizens to come together and 
be humbled before God.

“Our roots are founded on 
God under Christianity,” said 
Junior Edie Flering. “This is 
uniting our country in prayer.”

P l i u t u  b y  M a r g a r e t  O  DriSCOll

A bove: In the 
early  afternoon, 
signs w ere hung 
on m ost doors  
around cam pus 
a n n o u n c i n g  
p r a y e r  m eet
ings.
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Top: Students an d  mem bers o f  the com munity gather a t 6 
p.m. Tuesday to p ra y  fo r  the nation.
Low er right: Senior R eed  Lackey hows to p ra y  in the back  
corner o f  Blanton auditorium. B esides having fr ien ds in 
N. Y.. Lackey w as p lanning on m oving to the city  in the fall.
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