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2 4  was close, on ly  26-

T h e  c ro w d , m o s tly  pa ren ts  
cheered  loudly, each side hoping  to 
assist the ball into the basket by 
voicing their  support.

T he  p lay ers  s tru g g led  and 
fought to gain  the advantage. The 
whistle  blew  — tim e out.

T he team s ran to the sidelines 
and looked up at their coaches for 
further direction.

G ardner-W ebb students, Tripp 
G raziano  and Jake  L ehm ann, ga th 
ered  the team  around  them  and 

started go ing  over  the next gam e 
plan.

L ehm ann  explained a new  play 

w hile  G raz iano  encouraged  each 
pJayer to keep  up the defense and 
the good  work. The I I -  and 12- 

yea r-o ld  boys ca refu lly  lis tened  

then gathered  in the huddle  before 
running  out on the court again.

It s basketball season  at the 
Shelby  Y M C A .

Three hundred  and thirty kidsGW U student/YMCA volnnt a  , .  by Joy  Marinelli hundred  and thirty kids,
and player Turner have
cheer. fo r  a group  been div ided  up into team s. A fter

practic ing for an  hou r each w eek

since N ovem ber, the team s began 
their season in early  January.

T he coaches w ere ju s t  as excit
ed  as the kids. "I love w ork ing  with 

the kids, and I ’ve done it for three 
years (coaching]," said M ike  Shade, 

ano ther G ardner-W ebb student and 
volunteer coach for the Y M C A .

“It com bines my love for bas 
ketball and my love o f  k ids.”

The YM CA ’s Sports Coordinator, 
y  Oliver, said that Gardner-Webb 

and the Y M C A  have been w orking 
together the past few  years on vari

ous p rog ram s. C am  C order, the 
Y M C A  C EO , started the Shelby 
Y M C A  from  scratch.

T hen  C o rb y  Hangline, a 
G ardner-W ebb graduate , w as hired 
to w ork  as the Sports Coordinator. 
He has been responsib le  for 80 per

cen t  o f  the  p ro g ra m s  p resen tly  
offered.

O liver said the Y M C A  has seen 
a continual increase in its m em ber
ship. T here  are 10 to 12 thousand  
m em bers.

The m ove  to the new  build ing 
tw o an d  a h a l f  y ea rs  ag o  has 
a llow ed the Y M C A  to offer m ore 
opportunities.

T h ro u g h o u t  the g ro w th  
G ardner-W ebb has been  there to

assist the Y M C A . Since O liver has
been  w o rk in g as„    to “ ■5 S ports
Coordm ator, there have been four 
interns from Gardner-W ebb.

N ow  that it is basketball sea
son, four students from  G W U  vol

unteered to coach  teams. “I t ’s really 

aw esom e that they vo lun teered ,” 
said Oliver. “They  approached  m e.” 

The volunteers had to stay over 
into their C hristm as b reak  in order 
to go  to  all the  p rac tices , he 

explained. “That m eans a lot to the 
kids, especially  to stay over at the 
ho lidays,” O liver continued.

F o r the G W U  students, coach 
ing is an opportun ity  for them  to be 
involved with sports. “I like w ork 
ing with k id s . . . I  have m ore  fun 

than they do ,” said G raziano  “ I 
w ant to coach  w hen I ge t o lder  and 

this g ives back to the com m unity .”

The Y M C A /G W U  partnership  
will continue in the future. O liver 
said that he is w ork ing  with G W U  

w o m e n ’s baske tba ll  coach , Edie  
M cC u rley , to  set up  a reg u la r  
in te rnsh ip  p ro g ram  fo r G ardner- 
W ebb students.

We w ork  with G ardner-W ebb
to see w hat w e can do  for them  and
w hat they can do for us,” O liver 
said.

-      .  ..wu. cacn w eek  U ardner-W ebb h as been  there to said
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A fem ale G ardner-W ebb 
student w as a ttacked at the 
Broad R iver G reenw ay  at 4; 15 
p.m . on Jan. 28. H er attacker, 
a  34-year-old  local m an, was 
a r re s ted  by the B o ilin g  
Springs Police  D epartm en t on 
Feb. 5.

“It was a beautiful day 
w ith lots o f  people  around—  

the m iddle  o f  the afte rnoon ,” 
sa id  M ik e  M cC au ley , w ho  
w as running  at the G reenw ay  
w hen the attack happened.

W ord o f  the incident has 
raised  questions am ong  stu 
den ts , e sp ec ia l ly  fem ales , 
about safety.

It [the attack] happened

in the m iddle  o f  the day; it 
w a sn ’t even at n igh t,” said a 
fem ale  G W U  student.

The assailant w as charged 
with first degree k idnapping, a 
C lass D  felony punishable  by 
up  to 4 0  y ea rs  in p rison . 
A ccord ing  to North  C aro lina 
crim e statistics, the average 
sentence for this charge is 12 
years.

T h e  a t ta c k e r  w as a lso  
ch a rg ed  w ith  a ssau lt  on a 
fem ale, w hich is c lassified  as 
a m isdem eanor.

M cC au ley , w h o  ch ased  
the m an in his truck, said that 
s tu d en ts  sh o u ld  a lw a y s  be 
aw are  o f  their  surroundings.

“This is a good  exam ple  
that anything can happen to 

anybody, regardless o f  w here

you are o r w hat tim e you are 
there ,” said M cCauley.

B oth  B o il in g  S p rings  
P o lice  an d  C am p u s  P o lice  
noted  that aw areness is the 
key to staying safe.

“ W e ’ve g o t  the  sam e  
p roblem s as everybody else, 
w e ju s t  control them  a little bit 
better,” said  B oiling Springs 
Police  C h ie f  Jam es Claiy-.

C am p u s  P o lice  O ff ice r  
Je n n ife r  A rc h e r  s ta ted  that 
aw areness is one o f  the most 

im portant tools for p rom oting  
safety.

“W hen I heard about the 
attack, my first reaction was 
that everyone takes for g ran t
ed  that nothing happens here, 
but it does,” said Archer.

She also em phasized  that

being prepared  is one  o f  the 

best w ays to ward o ff  any pos 
sible attack.

“W alk confidently  and be 

aw are  o f  y o u r  su rroundings,” 
A rch er  said.

“T hink  abou t w hat you 

are  go ing  to do  if  you  are 

a ttacked beforehand. I f  you 

know  w hat you are go ing  to 

do, i t ’s m ore  likely you  will do 
it,” she added.

English  Professor, D avid  

Parker, te ach es  an A ik id o  

class from  6:30  to 8 p.m. on 

T u esd ay s  in the  w res tlin g  

build ing as an opportun ity  to 

learn se lf-defense techniques. 

T h is  se rv ice  is free  to all 

G ardner-W ebb students.


