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UNCW MFA alumna celebrates first published novel Briefly...

by TORI BOONE
Staff Writer

UNCW Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
alumna Nancy Jones will read from her
first published novel “Molly” Tuesday,
March 28 at 8 p. m. in King Auditorium.

“It’s such a special occasion for me,”
Jones said. “There’s nothing more won-
derful than doing a reading for people you
know and love and I look forward to tak-
ing questions.”

Jones plans to read from the forward
and opening chapter of “Molly” to give
people a feel for the book, which was pub-
lished in the beginning of March by Crown
Publishing.

“It’s nice for people to get a sense of
where a novel is grounded and where it’s
headed in the opening chapter,” Jones said.

“Molly” tells the story of two young
girls growing up in Illinois in the 1940s.
Betsy, one of the main characters, is in-
fatuated with her friend Molly and wants
to be just like her.

According to Jones, her book is about
the way a girl grows into a young woman.

“My niece Elizabeth has reminded me
that a young girl is a creature at once radi-
ant and vulnerable. My hopes and fears
for her are in this book.” Jones said.

The novel is inspired by Vladimir
Nabokov’s novel, “Lolita.” Jones" love for

the book began when she was taking a
graduate fiction workshop at George Ma-
son University.

“We read it in my workshop and I loved
it. I was more fascinated with the female
character Dolly than with the male char-
acter Humbert,” Jones said.

Jones hopes that “Molly” will have a
place in women'’s studies. She wants her
novel to trigger discussion among readers.

“I hope parents will reflect on their own
lives and the lives they would like their
children to have,” Jones said. T h e
book was Jones’ MFA thesis. Rebecca
Lee, assistant professor in the creative
writing department and Jones’ thesis chair,
read “Molly” before anyone else.

“l1 was shocked when I read “Molly”
because the final copy is similar to the first
draft,” Lee said.

Jones made it clear to Lee that “Molly”
paid homage to Nabokov rather than chal-
lenging to him.

Lee is looking forward to the reading.

“I’m expecting it to be a rich experi-
ence because Nancy is so open about what
she learned about the process of writing
her book,” she said.

Dr. Sue Richardson, assistant professor
in the English department, will teach
“Molly” later this semester in her “Ameri-
can Literature from 1870 to the Present”
class. Richardson said that her class will

HEAVEN SCENT..

Dinner Music for the Spiritually Hungry

Tt New Enct oF Worsk

Come Hean e Bax... Maumus Ea
This service is for you...Sunday 7:15pm
Music ariven...High Energy
dleep in Sunday morning and Join us Sunday night!

Heaven Scent is now held on the 1st and 3rd

Thursdays of th th.
Other worship opportunit lesS oWeeﬁvrg%ﬂz Stucv: Thursdavs

Saturday épm

Sunday 8:30 & T1em

10 am:The AugsburgConfession
Tpm: 10 Key People of the Bible

Nancy Jones will read from herwﬁ'r“s"t
novel “Molly” in King Auditorium March
26 at 8 p.m.

focus on post-modern dilemmas in
“Molly.”

“My initial impression of ‘Molly’ was
a fantastic one,” Richardson said. “From
what I've read, it’s gripping, and you're
attracted to the characters Betsy and
Molly.”

“Molly” is currently available in hard-
back at bookstores across the country.
Fans can also pick up a copy following the
reading at the reception and book-signing.
The reading is free and open to the public.

Corcoran curator pre-
sents St. John's lecture

Eric Denker, Curator of Prints and
Drawings at the Corcoran Gallery of Art
and head of tours and lectures at the
National Gallery of Art will present a
lecture on “American Women
Printmakers from Cassatt to Bishop”
March 29 at 11 a.m. He will include dis-
cussions of nineteenth century expatri-
ate printmakers, the Provincetown
school, Peggy Bacon, and the explosion
of printmaking during the depression.
Admission is $5 for museum members
and $10 for non-members.

Music department pre-

sents jazz events

March 24 the swing band will host a din-
ner dance at Alleigh’s. March 26, the jazz
faculty will perform in Kenan Auditorium at
8 p.m. March 31, as part of the university’s
guest artist jazz festival. saxophonist Vincent
Herring will perform with the big band and
April | the Vincent Herring Quartet will play
in Kenan Auditorium.
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Take-out Orders Available

(910) 793-0035 (910) 256-6803 (910) 350-2561
341-60 8. College Road 6800 Wrightsville Ave.
Wilmingten. NC Wrightsville Beach, NC Wilmington, NC
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Call us today to list something you want to sell!

Buy & sell your itemgs as well as find
GREAT deals at local businesses

You don't need a computer to place an ad!
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2/17 1:00pm Free Fellowship Meal will be held from 6-7pm.
All Are WELCOME!

St Marthews Lut heran Church
Across from UNCW
612 5. College Rd. 791 - 4582

e-swapshop com
 Online LOCAE classifieds!

9) Real Estate 28 Auto Dealers »8 Furniture 28 Boats
= Department Stores ~>’-"Antiques 24 Business Services
QQ“ LU %
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