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ANIME, from oaae 13:

E n g l i s h  (e ig o ) .  A n i m e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

W o o d h e a d ,  is n o t  a g e n r e  a s  it is in 

A m er ica .

“ I t ’s a w a y  o f  m a k i n g  a m o v i e  o r  a 

TV sh o w ,” W o o d h e a d  sa id .  “ A lot  o f  

t h a t  r e a s o n  is b e c a u s e  a n i m a t i o n  is 

c h e a p e r  to  m a k e  th a n  l ive  a c t io n .  B e 

c a u s e  J a p a n  is a c o u n t r y  w i th  not  e v e n  

h a l f  the p o p u la t i o n  o f  the  U n i t e d  S ta tes ,  

y o u  c a n ' t  a f fo rd  to m a k e  a $ 1 5 0  m i l l io n  

sp e c ia l  e f fe c t s  f i lm ,  bu t  y o u  c a n  a f fo rd  

to m a k e  a $6  o r  $ 1 0  m i l l io n  a n i m a t i o n  

f i l m . . . i n  J a p a n  y o u  h a v e  

a n i m a t io n . . . f r o m  the  m o s t  G - r a t e d  k id ' s  

s t u f f  t h r o u g h  s o a p  o p e r a s ,  s u s p e n s e ,  

m y s t e ry ,  s p o r t s  s t o r i e s ,  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  

s tu f f  t h a t ’s te r r ib ly  a w fu l  a nd  d i s g u s t 
i n g . . . ”

W o o d h e a d  has  n o t i c e d  a sh i f t  in the 

m a i n s t r e a m  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n d u s t r y ’s 

v iew  o f  a n im e ,  w h ic h  u s e d  to see a n i 

m a t io n  as k i d ’s s tu f f ,  v e ry  n o n - th r e a t -  

e n in g .  W h i l e  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  J a p a n e s e  

a n i m a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  " v e r y  n i c h e , ” as 

W o o d h e a d  put it, p r i m e - t i m e  t e l e v i s io n  

s h o w s  l i k e  “ T h e  S i m p s o n ’s ” s h o w  a 

s t rong  a n im e  in f lu e n c e .

“ I t ’s a l so  s t a r t in g  to  i n f lu e n c e  H o l 

ly w o o d  f i lm s ,  m u c h  in the  w a y  tha t  o v e r  

the las t  few  y ea r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  H o l l y 

w o o d  has  b e e n  s te a l in g  a lot  f ro m  H o n g
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K o n g  c i n e m a ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  

s t a r s  a n d  d i r e c to r s .  T h e y ’ve a l s o  now  

s ta r t ed  s te a l in g  f rom  a n i m e . ” W o o d h e a d  

said.

T h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  e x a m p l e  o f  

a n i m e ’s i n f lu e n c e  o n  A m e r i c a n  c i n e m a  

Is t h e l 9 9 8  b l o c k b u s t e r ,  “ T h e  M a t r i x . ”

“T h e  c r e a t o r s  f l a t -o u t  a d m i t  tha t  I t ’s 

a H o l l y w o o d  f i lm  tha t  s t e a l s  f rom  H o n g  

K o n g ,  k u n g - f u ,  a n d  J a p a n e s e  a n i m a 

t i o n . . . ” W o o d h e a d  sa id .  " Y o u ’re g o i n g  

to see a lot  o f  a n i m e - l n s p l r e d  l lv e - a c -  

t ion  f i lm s . . . a n d  I t h i n k  a lot  o f  r ea l ly  

g o o d  a n i m e  f i lm s  a re  g o i n g  to get  r e 

m a d e  as  l i v e - a c t i o n  f i lm s  w i t h i n  the  

nex t  f ive  to t en  y e a r s . ”

A l th o u g h  s o m e  a n im e ,  l ike P o k d m o n ,  

h a s  m a d e  a h u g e  im p a c t  on  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  W o o d h e a d  d o e s  n o t  s e e  m o s t  

a n im e  b e c o m i n g  a m a j o r  m a i n s t r e a m  

t ren d .

“ I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to  f i n d  th a t  

t h e r e  a re  s o m e  t h in g s  t h a t  ar e j u s t  g o 

ing  to  c o m e  o v e r  an d  b e c o m e  h u g e ,  an d  

th e n  t h e r e ’s a lot  o f  r e a l ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  

g e n r e s  f ro m  J a p a n  tha t  a re  st i l l  g o in g  

to be so r t  o f  a c u l t  t y p e  o f  m a r k e t , "  he 

sa id .  “ T h o s e  sor t  o f  c u l t  f i lm s  a re  the  

o n e s  w e  a c t u a l l y  s p e c i a l i z e . ”

O n e  o f  t h e  h o t  “ c u l t ” s e r i e s  

A n I m E l g o  p l a n s  to  i m p o r t  th i s  y e a r  is 

“ M A C R O S S . ” In the  ‘8 0 s ,  t h e r e  w as  

an  A m e r i c a n  s e r i e s  c a l l e d  “ R o b o t e c h , ” 

w h i c h  c o m b i n e d  t h e  a n i m a t i o n ,  

p lo t l l n e s  a nd  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h r e e  s e p a 

ra te  a n i m e  s e r i e s .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  w a s  

“ M A C R O S S . ” A n I m E l g o  r e c e n t l y  a c 

q u i r e d  th e  r i g h t s  to  se l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

J a p a n e s e  s e r ie s  In the  U n i t e d  S ta te s .

“ W e ’re d o in g  it as a s u b - t i t l e d ,  l i m 

i ted  e d i t i o n  r e l e a s e , ” W o o d h e a d  sa id .

In the  w o r ld  o f  a n i m e  f a n s ,  d u b b i n g  

vs.  s u b - t i t l i n g  a n i m e  f i lm s  Is a v e ry  big 

i s s u e .  S o m e  f an s  ar e d e v o t e d  to s u b 

t i t les  b e c a u s e  they  l ike  to h e a r  the o r i g i 

nal  J a p a n e s e ,  a n d  o th e r s  l ike  the  e a se  

o f  d u b b e d  m o v ie s .

“ T h e  f a n s  w h o  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  

to  be the  rea l ,  h a r d - c o r e  f an s  t e n d  to be 

b i a s e d  In f a v o r  o f  s u b - t i t l e s  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  w a n t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

v o i c e s , ” W o o d h e a d  sa id .

W h i l e  s o m e  f an s  r e fu s e  to  w a v e r  on  

the  i s s u e ,  W e s t m a n  l ik e s  b o th  s ty le s .

“ I f  the d u b b i n g  Is g o o d ,  I r e a l l y  l ike 

d u b b e d  m o v i e s ,  bu t  I ’ve se en  a Ipt o f  

r e a l l y  b a d  d u b b i n g , ” t h e  l o n g - t i m e  

a n i m e  fan  sa id .  “ I g u e s s  m o s t l y  I p r e 

f e r  s u b s [ s u b t i t l e s ] ,  b u t  i f  y o u ’ve g o t  

g o o d  d u b b i n g  i t ’s w o r th  I t .”

Know of any upcoming 
events or eoncorts? If so, 
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Editor Megan O’Brien at 
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