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D iscover the outdoors
A M Y  L Q W D E R

S t a f f  w r i t e r

The D iscover  O u tdoor  C en te r  is 
the u n iv ers i ty ’s one stop shop for 
ou tdoor  adventure.  Located  in the 
n ew  S tu d e n t  R e c r e a t i o n  C e n te r ,  
D iscover offers a variety o f  services 
to students , faculty and staff includ­
in g  a d v e n tu r e  t r ip s ,  k a y a k  p r o ­
g ram s ,  c h a l len g e  co u rse s ,  e q u ip ­
m en t  r e n ta l s ,  an  e v e r - e x p a n d in g  
resource  cen ter  and the soon-to-be- 
open indoor climbing wall. A ccord ­
ing to D iscover  O u tdoor  C ente r  in ­
t e r n  J a m e y  S h i n e ,  th e  c e n t e r ’s 
mission is to provide quality  adven ­
ture recreat ion  experiences  and to 
be used as a resource  cen te r  in that 
process.

D iscover  has taken advantage  of 
W ilm ington’s close proximity to the 
A ppalac ian  Mountains by p lanning 
several adventure  tr ips throughout 
the sem ester ,  inc lud ing  o vern igh t  
b a c k p a c k i n g ,  h i k i n g  a n d  r o c k  
c lim bing  excurs ions ,  as well as day 
t r ips to locales  c lo ser  to home.

“W e ’ve got a lot o f  real ly  cool 
th ings going on: the opening o f  the 
new c lim b in g  wall  in the  student  
recreat ion  center,  all the new trips 
com ing  up, w e ’re w ork ing  on the 
challenge  course  and work ing  with 
the new students  train ing to be on 
our  s taff ,” said Debo  Cox, A ssis ­
tant Director o f  Campus Recreation/ 
O u tdoor  Recreation .

For  those  not a fra id  o f  ge tt ing  
wet.  D isc o v e r  o f fe rs  a va r ie ty  o f  
k a y a k  a d v en tu re s .  P ro g ra m s  in ­
c lude  basic and roll  c lin ics ,  kayak 
d a y  to u r s ,  a n d  k a y a k  c a m p i n g .  
Kayak basic c lin ics  cover  in fo rm a ­
tion and skills  needed  to get started 
in the sport  o f  kayaking and serve 
as a pre-requisi te  to kayak roll c lin ­
ics. These  2 -hour c lin ics  are held 
on cam pus at the Trask  Natato r ium  
several t imes th roughout the sem es­
ter. The c lin ics  cost $7. Kayak days 
tours and cam ping  tr ips util ize the 
a r e a ’s many r ivers  and t ida l  w e t ­
lands and give s tudents  the oppor ­
tun ity  to exp lore  the w ild life  and 
ecology o f  these unique ecosystems.

“This is such a great area for pad ­
d l ing ,  we d o n ' t  real ly  have  to go 
very far,” Cox said.

P lanned  padd ling  tr ip s  include  
B e a r  I s l a n d ,  n e a r  H a m m o c k ’s 
Beach,  sec tions  o f  the C ape  Fear  
r iver and Fort Fisher.

All trips require  reg is tra t ion  and 
are on a first  come, first  served ba ­
s is .  F u l l  p a y m e n t  is d u e  u p o n  
signup. A complete  schedule o f  trips 
and prices can  be ob ta ined  by v is i t ­
ing the Discover O u tdoor  C en te r  or  
its website.
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Ropes Course  Play Days are sched­
uled for the fall  semester. Partic i ­
pan ts  can  exper ien ce  the 35 foot 
c limbing tower, zip line and other 
e x c i t in g  h ig h  ro p e s  c o u r se  e l e ­
ments. Challenge  courses may be 
s c h e d u le d  fo r  in d iv id u a l  g ro u p s  
such as university  c lubs , '^ororit ies  
and fra ternities and are effective in 
developing leadership skills, team ­
building, se lf  awareness,  com m uni­
cation skills and prob lem  solving.

T he  D i sc o v e r  O u td o o r  C e n te r  
also serves as a resource  center for 
adventurers  p lanning their  own ex ­
peditions and provides information 
about ou tdoor  activit ies and popu ­
lar destinations.  The center  m ain ­
ta ins  cu rren t  in te rsh ip ,  vo lun tee r  
and  p ro fe ss io n a l  j o b  o ppor tun ity  
l is tings in parks and recreat ion  for 
a divers ity  o f  majors. A computer 
c e n t e r  f u r n i s h e s  v i s i t o r s  w i th  
internet access and a program  pro ­
v iding up-to-date  weather, current 
and tide information  for any loca ­
tion on the southeastern coast o f  the 
United  States.

In addition to informational re ­
sources, the center  provides quali ty 
outdoor gear  including backpacks,  
ten ts ,  s leep in g  bags  and cooking  
e q u ip m e n t  fo r  ren t.  A c o m p le te  
price list can be obtained at the cen ­
ter.

The long-awaited completion and 
opening o f  the indoor rock c l im b ­
ing wall located in the new Student 
Recreation Center  is anticipated for 
the first  week o f  October. The 3- 
panel wall offers over  1,600 square 
feet o f  a r ti f ic ia l  c l im bing  surface 
tex tu red  and c o lo red  to rep licate  
North  C aro lina  granite . Routes will 
range in d ifficulty  from beg inner  to 
expert  and will  have the capacity  to 
support several climbers at the same 
time. Use o f  the wall will be free 
to U N C W  s t u d e n ts ,  f a c u l ty  and  
s ta f f .  C l im b i n g  e q u ip m e n t  and 
shoes will  be available  for rent at a 
nom inal  cost  through the Discover 
O u tdoor  Center.

For m ore  information ,  including 
sc h e d u le s  an d  c o s ts ,  s top  by  the 
D iscover  O u tdoor  C ente r  Mon.-Fri.  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or  give them  a call 
at (910) 962-4052.
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Jesus said, ‘ I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.' 
John 10:10

The decision of what to do with the rest of ow lives cai 
be overwhelmir̂ . We spend lives lookif̂  far answers i 
sometimes never seem to find them. Come join other collegt 
students as we learn how to face these REAL LIFE issues 
and ultimately point to the One who offers REAL LIFE.
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Sunday

9:45a.m. College Bibue S tudy 

1 1:00a.m. Morm ng  Worship 

6:30p.m. Evening  Worship

W ednesday

7:00p.m. CROSSSEEKERSrOR 
College Students

FmkmBapistChuftit 
Jason Hears, Minister to Students 

802 N.Coliege Road 
WikRiflgtofl.NC 28405 

(JustUMUcs North of UNCW) 
910-79M898 
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