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Furman, which finished re 26t
in the country last season, kept the
Seahawks on their toes during the
entire game.

Even with the defensive struggle,
UNCW managed to strike early
against the Paladins. Sophomore
Danielle Mastrogiavanni scored un-
assisted six minutes into the match.
As the half continued, the game
opened up with more fast breaks,
leading to back-to-back goals by
Furman.

Before the first half ended,
Michelle Doherty, a junior from
Charlotte, N.C., scored with two

l

Sophomore Kara Schaffer takes a slide after kicking the ball in a
UNCW victory over Furman in a recent exhibition game

minutes left on the clock off a great
pass from Mastrogiavanni. This
capped a 2-2 tie heading into half-
time.

Doherty was not finished for the
night though. Five minutes into the
second half, Doherty scored again,
with an assist from Denise
Schromm.

Confidence grew among t
ers as the Seahawks be
trol the tone and set ti for tt
remainder of the match. Still a de
fensive struggle, UNC-Wilr
took advantage of the lead, runnin
out the clock to secure the victory
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Ann Hancock named women’s basketball head coach

By BEN JONES

STAFF WRITER

Anew erain Women’s Basketball
begins this fall as Ann Hancock
takes over the program at UNCW.
Hancock was named the new coach
of the Women’s Basketball team on
June 22, replacing Bernie Flax,
whose contact was not renewed.
The 29-year-old becomes the eighth
head coach in the team’s history.

For the past eight years, Hancock
has been an Assistant Coach at
UNC-Chapel Hill under Head Coach
Sylvia Hatchell. Some of her high-
lights with the team include four
Atlantic Coast Conference Champi-
onships and one NCAA national
title.

“Ann is an excellent fit for our
Program and the Wilmington com-
munity,” said UNCW Athletic Di-

rector Peg Bradley-Doppes. “She
has been associated with one of the
finest teams in the country, and will
bring a high energy level to our de-
partment. Ann’'s ability to recruit
and teach the game made her an out-
standing candidate. She comes

highly recommended in the
women’s basketball ranks.”
Hancock, who is from

Elizabethtown, N.C., was a four-
time All-Conference basketball
player at Wingate University. She
helped the Bulldogs earn a com-
bined 103-23 record and 4 trips to
the NAIA tournament. Hancock
served as team captain for three
years and led the team in scoring t.ler
senior year. In 1998, she was in-
ducted into the Wingate Athletic
Hall of Fame.

From 1990 to 1992, Hancock
coached the Greensboro Emeralds,
a 12 and under AAU Basketball

team.

The Lady Seahawks fortunes
have fluctuated in recent years. The
1998-1999 team finished with a
record of 10-17, 7" in the CAA. The
1999-2000 team improved, ending
with an 18-12 overall record and
reaching the championship game in
the CAA tournament.

“There’s a lot of potential here at
UNCW, and I'm very thankful to
have this chance,” Hancock said.
“The eastern part of the state de-
serves a good women’s basketball
program.”

Hancock will have her hands full
aiming to enhance the team’s previ-
ous performances. She will have
one year to prove herself, signing a
one-year contract worth $57,000.
She will have the help of team stars
such as senior Krissy Riggs, a 5-10
guard from Jacksonville, N.C., and
junior Jeri Lynn Coker, a 5-4 guard

from Goldsboro, N.C

“Sitting in the head chair is go
ing to be challenging. I'll do the
best I can, and work with what little
time I do have [to prepare for the
upcoming season].’

Ann Hancock




