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W a i n w r i g h t , f r o m  p a g e  1

s e rv i c e  to  h i m  a n d  to  o u r  un iv e r s i t y  

an d  p r o g r a m , ” B r a d l e y - D o p p e s  said.  

“ H is  d e c i s i o n  to  s t a y  h e re  at U N C W  

s p e a k s  v o l u m e s  f o r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  

a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h i s  t e a m  a nd  

c o a c h e s . ”

W a i n w r i g h t ,  w h o  b e g in s  his  s e v 

e n t h  s e a s o n  w i t h  the S e a h a w k s  this 

fa l l ,  a l s o  sp o k e  o f  W i l m i n g t o n  and 

t h e  U N C W  s t u d e n t s  as  r e a s o n s  to 

stay.

“ W i l m i n g t o n  is a g r e a t  p lace  to 

l i v e , ” sa id  W a i n w r i g h t .  “ M y  wi fe  

a n d  I l o v e  it  her e .  T h i s  is h o m e  an d 

a t o u g h  p l a c e  to  leave .  T h e  p eo p le ,  

the f a n s ,  an d  the  v i s i o n s  o f  l ea der s  

f o r  W i l m i n g t o n  a r e  t o u g h  to  give  

u p . ”

“ [T h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  U N C W ]  are  a 

b ig  p a r t  o f  m y  l i fe .  1 b e l i e v e  ou r  

b a s k e t b a l l  p r o g r a m  has  a  g o o d  r e la 

t i o n s h i p  w i th  the  s tu d e n t  body.  Th is  

is t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  to  c o a c h  in o u r  

l e a g u e .  T h e y  m a k e  T r a s k  [ C o l i 

s e um ]  a  w o n d e r fu l  p lace  to co ac h .  

1 saw 37 ,0 0 0  p eop le  at a c o n ce r t  at 

the A l a m o d o m e ,  an d  1 d o n ’t know  

if  they  m ad e  as m u c h  noi se  as our  

c row d  does here . Our  s t ude n ts  have 

be en  great ,  an d  I ho pe  they con t inu e 
to b e . ”

T h e  s t u d e n t  r e a c t i o n  to  

W a i n w r i g h t ’s d e c i s i o n  w a s  a l s o  

posi t ive .

“We were al l  h o p in g  he w o u l d n ’t 

go,  e s pec ia l ly  af te r  las t  y e a r ' s  s e a 

s o n , ” s a i d  S o p h o m o r e  S e a n  

M c A u l i f f e .  “C o a c h  W a i n w r i g h t ' s  

p r o g r a m  h a s  h e l p e d  r e e s t a b l i s h  

schoo l  pr ide on -cam pus.  Baske tbal l  

g am es  are w h e re  we h ang  o u t .”

W a i n w r i g h t ’s de c i s ion  to s tay at 

U N C - W i l m i n g t o n  h a s  s p a r k e d  a 

p r e se a so n  in te res t  to the bas ke tba l l  

p r o g r a m .  T h e  b u z z  is  p o s i t i v e  

ac ross  ca m p u s ,  as m a n y  are  look ing  

f o rw a rd  to the se ason  ho m e  o p e n e r  
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A i d , f r o m  p a g e  1_________

a id )  is n o t  t a l k i n g  to  s t u d e n t  a c 
c o u n t s  a nd  w e a r e , "  W i l l i a m s  said.  
“ S tu d e n t  a c c o u n t s  k n o w s  w h e n  s t u 
d e n t s  are  g e t t i n g  h n a n c i a l  a id  but  
they  st i ll  n e e d  to  r e tu rn  th e i r  s t a t e 
m e n t  w i th  "f inan cial  a id  e s t i m a t e ’ 
w r i t t e n  on  i t ."

W i l l i am s  said  that  the m a jo r i ty  o f  
U N C W  s t u d e n t s  he t a lk e d  to  w h o  

had  th e i r  c l a s se s  c a n c e l l e d  did not  
r e c e iv e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e i r  t u i t io n  
s t a te m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e g i s t e r e d  
a d d r e s s  w as  inco r re c t .

“ S t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  
c h a n g i n g  th e i r  p e r m a n e n t  a d d r e s s  
l i s t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  U N C W  w e b  

s i t e , ” A s s i s t a n t  R e g i s t r a r  B o n n i e  
H o w a rd  said. " S tu d e n t s  n e e d  to r e g 
i s t er  th e i r  p e r m a n e n t  a d d r e s s  w h e re  
they  w a n t  an y tu i t io n  bi l l i n f o r m a 

t ion  sent ."
W i l l i am s  b e l i ev es  that  a lot  o f  the 

p ro b le m s  that  s t ude n ts  face c o u ld  be 
a v o i d e d  i f  t h e y  m a d e  t h e m s e l v e s  
m ore  f a m i l i a r  w ith the f in an c ia l  a id  

p rocess .
“ W h e n  [ t r ad i t iona l]  s tu d e n ts  f irs t 

c o m e  to  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t h e y  v e ry  
m u c h  e x p e c t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  to h a nd le  
t h e i r  f in an c ia l  a id , "  W i l l i a m s  said.  
“ T ha t  is a p r o b l e m  for  us  b e c a u s e  
the law p r o h ib i t s  us  f ro m  e v e n  te l l-  
m g  pa ren t s  ab o u t  thei r  c h i l d ’s f i n a n 
c ia l  a id  u n l e s s  the s tu d e n t s  s ig n s  a 

w a iv e r . "
S e c t io n  H l - l  o f  the U N C W  C o d e  

o f  S tu d e n t  Lif e  o u t l i n e s  the  r i g h t s  

p r o v i d e d  to  s t u d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  
th e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e c o rd s ,  u n d e r  the 

F a m i l y  E d u c a t i o n a l  R ig h t s  a n d  P r i 
v a c y  A c t  ( F E R P A ) .  T h e  s e c t i o n  
s ta te ,  “ F E R P A  p r o v id e s  th at  a s t u 
d e n t  m a y  in sp e c t  his  or  h e r  e d u c a 
t i o n a l  r e c o r d s . . . . F E R P A  a l s o  p r o 
v i d e s  t h a t  a s t u d e n t ’s p e r s o n a l l y  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n fo rm a t i o n  m a y  no t  be 
r e l e a se d  to  s o m e o n e  u n le s s  (1)  the 
s tu d e n t  has  g iv e n  a p r o p e r  c o n s e n t  
fo r  d i s c lo s u re  or  (2)  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
F E R P A  or  fe de ra l  r e g u la t i o n s  i s sued  
p u r su a n t  to  FE R P A  p e rm i t  the i n fo r 
m a t i o n  to  be r e l e a s e d  w i t h o u t  the 

s t u d e n t ’s c o n s e n t . ”
W i l l i a m s  sa id  ther e  is a t r ans i t ion  

tha t  t a k e s  p lace  w h i l e  a s tu d e n t  is 
in c o l l e g e  as  th ey  g r a d u a l ly  b e c o m e  
m o re  i n d e p e n d e n t  an d s tu d e n t s  g e n 
e r a l ly  a s su m e  re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  the ir  
f i n a n c i a l  a id  i s s u es  w h e n  th e y  b e 
c o m e  u p p e r c l a s s m e n .

“O n e  o f  the n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  o f  
th is  is th at  a b o u t  9 5 %  o f  o u r  f r e s h 
m e n  a p p ly  fo r  f i n a n c i a l  a id  by  F e b 

r u a ry  1 a nd  o n ly  ab o u t  10%  o f  o u r  
u p p e r c l a s s m e n  a p p l y  by  F e b r u a r y  
1,” h e  sa id .  “ U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  th a t  
m e a n s  tha t  b e c a u s e  a j u n i o r  a s e n io r  
has  w a i t e d ,  the f r e s h m e n  h a v e  b e e n  
g i v e n  the g r a n t  m o n e y  th e y  c o u l d  
h a v e  g o t ten .  O n c e  [ the m o n e y ]  is 

g o n e ,  i t ’s g o n e . ”
L a s t  y ea r ,  the  f i n a n c i a l  a id  d e 

p a r tm e n t  sen t  an  e -m a i l  to  ev e ry  s tu 
d e n t  on  c a m p u s  i n v i t i n g  t h e m  to  a 
m e e t i n g  w h e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

w o u l d  h e lp  t h e m  f i ll  ou t  t h e i r  Free 
A p p l i c a t i o n  for  F e d e ra l  S tu d e n t  A id  
( F A F S A )  fo rm s .  O n ly  20  s tu d e n t s  

s h o w e d  up for  the m e e t in g .
" T h e r e  is no  in te r e s t ,  bu t  par t  o f  

th at  is t e l l i n g  me th at  [ the f i n a n c i a l  
a i d  d e p a r t m e n t ]  is  d o i n g  a g o o d  
j o b , ” W i l l i a m s  said.  “ S tu d e n t s  have  
a lot  o f  in te re st  in f i n a n c i a l  a id  i f 
t h e y ' r e  not  g e t t i n g  Iheir  m o n e y . "

W i l l i a m s  s a id  U N C W  s t u d e n t s  

m iss  ou t  on  n u m e r o u s  f i n a n c i a l  a id  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  O n ly  2 , 0 0 0  s tu d e n t s  
ap p ly  fo r  s c h o la r s h ip s  e a c h  y e a r  and  

v i r tu a l ly  all s t u d e n t s  w h o  a p p ly  for  

lo ans  are  e l ig ib le .
“ N i n e t y - n i n e  p e rc e n t  o f  s tu d e n t s  

w h o  ap p ly  for  the F e d e ra l  S t a f fo rd  
L o a n  a re  e l i g i b l e , "  W i l l i a m s  said.  
"B i l l  G a t e s  w o u l d  be  e l i g ib l e  for  a 
S ta f fo rd  Loan  bec a u s e  ther e  is no in 
c o m e  r e q u i re m e n ts .  A n y o n e  can  get  

it u n l e s s  th ey  h a v e  d e f a u l t e d  on  a 
p r io r  law,  have  an i l l ega l  d r u g  c o n 
v i c t i o n  or  i f  th e i r  no t  m a k i n g  s a t i s 
f a c to ry  p r o g re s s  on  th e i r  d e g r e e ”

T h e  F i n a n c i a l  A id  O f f i c e  is a l 
w a y s  e s p e c i a l l y  b u sy  the f i rs t few 
w e e k s  o f  e a c h  s e m e s t e r ,  yet  W i l l 
i a m s  sa id  that  no  s t u d e n t  has  w a i t e d  
m o r e  t h a n  15 o r  20  m i n u t e s  to  see a 
f i n a n c i a l  a id  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  un le s s  
he a s k e d  to  see s o m e o n e  sp e c i f i c .  
H e s a i d  t h a t  w a i t  t i m e s  at  s i s t e r  
s c h o o l s  have b e e n  re p o r t e d  in ex ces s  

o f  tw o  ho urs .

W i l l i a m s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a lot o f  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h  t h e  p h o n e  s y s t e m  in  r e c e n t  
yea r s  an d  a ne w  c o m p u t e r i z e d  phone  
s y s t e m  is c u r b i n g  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  
T h e  n e w  s y s t e m  d i r e c t s  c a l l s  a n d  
m o n i t o r s  to  a m o u n t  o f  t im e  a c a l l e r  

has  b e e n  wai t ing .
“ We h a v e  o n e  o f  the h i g h e s t  cal l  

v o lu m e s  at the un iv e r s i ty  a nd  the a v 
e r a g e  ca l l  is n o w  a n s w e r e d  in u n d e r  
20  s e c o n d s , ” W i l l i a m s  said.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  i m p l e 
m e n t e d  a d o c u m e n t  i m a g i n g  sy s t e m  
th a t  c o n v e r t s  p a p e r  f i le s  i n to  c o m 

p u t e r  f i l e s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  a l l  f a x e s  
s e n t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  g o  d i 
r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m ,  
e l i m i n a t i n g  r e c e n t  p r o b l e m s  the o f 
f i ce  h a s  h ad  w i th  t h e i r  fax  m a c h in e .

W i l l i a m s  s a id  h e  f e e l s  t h a t  the 
f e d e ra l  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  p r o c e s s ,  w h ic h  
has  no t  be s ig n i f i can t ly  a l t e r ed  s ince 
the 1 9 5 0 ’s, is o u t d a t e d  an d  too  c o m 
p l i c a t e d .  H e b e l i e v e s  t h e  s y s t e m  
s h o u l d  be s i m p l i f i e d  a n d  th a t  s t u 
d e n t s  s h o u l d  o n ly  h a v e  to  a p p ly  for  
f i n a n c i a l  a id  o n c e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t im e  

at  a u n ive r s i ty .
“ I d o  no t  b e l i e v e  the  p r o c e s s  wil l  

c h a n g e  u n le s s  s t u d e n t s  w a n t  it t o , ” 
W i l l i a m s  said.  “ S tu d e n t s  a re  a p o w 
er fu l  l o b b y  in C o n g r e s s  a n d  I t h in k  
c h a n g e s  c o u l d  be m a d e  t h r o u g h  s t u 

d e n t  e f f o r t . ”


