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N.C. takes initiative to reduce underage drinking
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S t a f f  W r i t e r

North Carolina is cracking down on un
derage drinking by stiffening current poli
cies and passing new legislation which tar
gets 19 and 20-year-olds caught drinking and 
those individuals over the age of twenty-one 
who provide alcohol to minors.

Underthe new law, 19-20-year-olds who 
are caught will be charged with a class three 
misdemeanor and a $200 fine. This legisla
tion replaces an old law that charged this age 
group with an infiaction, no criminal pen
alty, and a $25 fine.

The new law also nsquires 25 hours of 
community service and a $500 fine to those 
over twenty-one who are charged with 
caiding and abetting a minor. Additional con
victions within four years will result in a pen
alty of no less than 150 hours of service and 
a $500 fine. 18-year-olds caught consuming 
alcohol are charged with a class one misde
meanor, the highest charge possible.

New legislation wiU also impose harsher 
penalties upon those who are caught selling 
alcohol to minors. A person convicted for 
the first time of selling or providing alcohol 
to someone under the age of 21 will recieve 
a minimum sentance of a $250 fine and 25 
hours of community service. Like the pen
alty for aiding and abetting, a second or sub
sequent offense within four years of the first 
conviction wiU impose a penalty of no less 
than 150 hours of community service and a 

$500 fine.

Lieutenant David Donaldson of the uni
versity police also cited one other law that 
came into effect as of September 1.

“It is now illegal to have an open con
tainer of alcohol in the passenger area of a 
motor vehicle,” Donaldson said. “Quite 
fiankly, it has just simplified the original law 
and made things easier,”

“The new law also requires 
25 hours of community service 
and a $500fitte to those over 
twenty-one who are charged 

with contributing to the delin
quency o f a minor ”

Donaldson also said that there had always 
been misconception when dealing with the 
term “open container" and remarked “if the 
seal is broken, then it has been opened.” 

“When I heard about the new open con
tainer law in cars I was surprised,” said out- 
of-state sophomore Michael Kelly.

“In my hometown it was always a law

that no matter how old you are, you can’t 
have an open container in the car. 1 just as
sumed that the same was tme when I came 
to North Carolina.”

It is important for students to realize that 
under this legislation, party hosts will be held 
responsible if their guests are caught drink
ing underage, a policy many students fmd 

unfair.
“When you make an amount that high 

your creating a deterrence rather than deal
ing with the problem,” said senior Gabriel 
Ciampi, regarding the fines imposed on those 
charged with contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor. “I don’t think anyone will ever 
collect that amount unless there is a medical 
incident. I think they should stop making 
such stringent laws.”

UNCW PoUce Chief BUly Dawson, di
rector of public safety on campus, confumed
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UNCW student dies in motorcycle accident
DAN GUY
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S t a f f  W r i t e r

S tu d en ts  and co m m u n ity  m em 
bers gathered  on at a m em orial ser
vice on M onday, to honor the life  o f 
D ouglas Norm an Zeliff, who died in 
a m otorcycle  acc iden t last W ednes

day.
Z eliff, a 25-year-o ld  ju n io r, died 

on im pact w hen a jeep  co llided  w ith 
his m otorcycle  near the in te rsec tion  
o f  W r ig h t s v i l le  A v e n u e  and  

R ogersv ille  Road.
A c c o rd in g  to  p o l ic e  r e p o r ts ,  

Z e lif f  was d riv in g  fa s te r  than  the 
posted  speed lim it o f  45 m iles per 
hour when his m oto rcycle  c rossed  
th e  y e llo w  c e n te r l in e  and  s id e -  
sw iped an oncom ing truck . Z e liff 
was throw n from  his m otorcycle  and 
a je e p  th a t had been  b eh in d  h im .

co llid ed  w ith  the m o to rcy c lis t after 
a ttem pting  to avo id  h ittin g  him.

Police  in d ica ted  that Z e liff  died 
up o n  im p a c t,  an d  th e re  w e re  no 
o th er in ju ries in the acc iden t. As of 
M onday, the po lice  report had not 
yet been  re leased . T he in ciden t is 
s t i l l  u n d e r  i n v e s t ig a t io n  and  no 
charges have been filed  against the 
d riv er o f  the  jeep .

“This is a trag ic  situ a tio n  fo r our 
com m unity ,” said A ssociate  D ean of 
S tuden ts B rian H em phill. “D ouglas 
was an extrem ely  bright student, had 
a g reat p e rsona lity , and really  got 
the m ost ou t o f  l ife .”

Z e liff  had tran sferred  to UNCW  
this sem ester from  C ape Fear C om 
m unity  C ollege , and was m ajoring  
in com pute r sc ience. He prev iously  
s e rv e d  fo u r  y e a rs  in the  U n ite d  
S ta te s  C o ast G u ard , and  had a lso

earned  the Boy S c o u t’s p restig ious 
E agle  Scout honor.

“ D ouglas w as a person  o f  g reat 
in teg rity , who was very honest and 
c o u rte o u s ,” said Z e l i f f ’s room m ate  
Ray M orris. “ He gave ev ery th ing  
in life  a fu ll e ffo rt, and knew w hat 
it took to succeed  every  t im e .”

A p p r o x im a te ly  o n e  h u n d re d  
p eo p le  cam e to m em o ria l se rv ice  
M onday afte rnoon  at the C hurch o f 
the S ervan t on O rio le  D rive. R ev 
erend  N ancy C ooper o f  the  UN CW  
U n ited  C h ris tian  C am pus M in istry  
p re s id e d  o v e r  th e  se rv ic e  d u rin g  
w h ich  m any in d iv id u a ls  spoke  o f 
Z e lif f 's  achievem ents and character.

“I heard w ords like honor, in teg 
rity  and p e rse v e ra n ce  [a sso c ia ted  
w ith h im ,]” one un iden tified  speaker 
at the serv ice  said.
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