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Gay Christian Activist to 

Lecture Wednesday
The Rev. Mel White will lecture on 

“Stranger at the Gate: To Be Gay and Chris­
tian in America” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 
11, in the Warwick Center Ballroom.

A follower of the “soul force” principles 
of Gandhi and King, White received the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s National 
CivilLiberties Award in 1997 in recognition 
of his efforts in the struggle for justice for 
sexual minorities. In 1999, White and part­
ner, Gary Nixon, founded Soulforce Inc., a 
non-profit corporation dedicated to teaching 
and applying the principles of non-violence 
in the cause of justice, not just for sexual ori­
entation, but “for all God’s children who suf­
fer injustice and discrimination.”

Media Rally on Bond 

Referendum Tomont)w

Night
A 12-stop bond issue media campaign 

wiU conclude at the Cape Fear Community 
College tomorrow night. Thirteen commu­
nity college presidents and three university 
chancellors, including Chancellor James R. 
Leutze, toured the southeast yesterday and 
today to raise awareness of the Community 
College and University Higher Education 
Bond Issue that will be voted on during the 
Nov. 7 general election.

The rally will take place at 5:30 p.m. at 

the Schwartz Center

Education Technology 

Fair Thursday & Friday
More than 50 companies will display and 

demonstrate the latest educational software 
and hardware for students from preschool 
through college-age at the Coastal Educa­
tion Technology Fair Thursday, Oct. 5, and 
Friday, Oct. 6, in the Warwick Center ball­

room.
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S t a f f  W r i t e r

UNCW  recen tly  unve iled  WebU, 
a newly expanded p rogram  o f  over 
1 ,200 o n - l in e ,  n o n -c re d i t  c la s s e s  
focusing  on co n tin u in g  ed u ca tio n  

students.
T he  to p ic s  fo r  s tu d y  c o v e r  a 

broad range of subjects such as p e r ­
sonal finance, com puting  and per­
sonal developm ent, am ong others . 
A lso  a v a i l a b le  a re  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
prepara tion  classes for Novell Ser­
v ice  A d m in is tra to rs ,  C isco , L otus 
and M icrosoft E ngineering .

“ WebU enables UN CW  to share 
educational opportun ities  with a d i­
v e rse  au d ie n c e ,  p ro v id in g  p u b lic  
access to online  courses to  im prove 
jo b  sk ills ,  dev e lo p  p ro fe ss io n a lly  
and enrich their  l ives ,” said W oody 
S u t to n ,  a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  
U N C W ’s Com m unity  O utreach  Ser­

vices.
P rio r  to reg is te ring  for a c lass , 

po ten tia l  studen ts can  read  a b io ­
graph ical sketch  o f  the instructor, 
view evaluations from  past students 

and rece ive  a list o f  the  technical 
spec if ications to run  the program . 

"There is a lso  a l is t  o f  f req u en tly  
asked questions, a search directory, 
a dem onstra tion  option  and a list of 
supp lem ental read ing  m ate ria ls  to 

aid in the course.
The instructor re leases two les ­

sons each w eek and studen ts have 
up to 10 days to com ple te  the  le s ­
sons. The c lasses often  span a six- 
w eek period, however, an additional 
s ix -w e e k  p e r io d  c a n  be a l lo w e d  
without charge, according to the stu ­

d e n ts ’ lifesty le  needs.
“Our goal is to better provide ser­

v ic e s  to  o u r  c o m m u n i ty , ” sa id  
M ic h e l le  R. H o w a rd -V i ta l ,  v ice
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c h an ce llo r  for Pub lic  S erv ice  and 

Extended  E ducation .
The co s t  fo r  e n ro llm en t  ranges 

from  $69 to  $129. The cost is ty p i ­
cally  m ore for cer tif ica tio n  classes .

The program , w hich  began  under 

the ausp ices o f  the D iv ision  o f  Pub ­
lic Service and Extended Education, 
has been in concep tua l stages over 

the last few m onths.
“WebU began two years ago in a 

pilo t phase. D uring th is phase  we 
learned that m ost o f  the students are 
h ig h ly  m o t iv a te d ,  s e l f - d i r e c t e d  
lea rn e rs ,” sa id  H u n te r  T hom pson , 
d i re c to r  o f  C o m m u n ity  O u tre ac h  

Services.
Studen t eva lua tions have been a 

large e lem ent in de term in ing  the e f ­
ficiency  o f  the  p rogram , even since 
th e  e a r l i e s t  s t a g e s .  S t a t i s t i c s

show ed that 63 percen t o f  past s tu ­
dents w ere in te rested  in tak ing  a n ­
o th e r  o n - l in e  c la s s  a c c o rd in g  to 

Sutton .
“ N i n e ty - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

overall evalua tions were favorab le ,” 
said T hom pson . “We thought that 
w as a posit ive  num ber. We w anted  ' 
to ensu re  that the quality  was high, 
so that studen t success rates w ould 

be as w e ll .”
W ebU is also  accessib le  to in te r­

na tional s tuden ts  because  it offers 

capab ili t ie s  for
Chinese, French, Germ an, Italian, 

K o re a n ,  P o r tu g u e se  and  S p a n ish  

na tive  speakers.
A cc o rd in g  to H o w ard -V ita l ,  as 

the p rogram  expands , more courses 
w ill  be  o f fe re d  d e p en d in g  on the 
needs a rticu la ted  by the comm unity.
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