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CoU^e campuses refuse to dispense RU-486
H e a t h e r  G r a d y  

S t a f f  Wr it e r

C olleges across the country  have 
already announced that they will not 
o ffer  the recently  approved  RU -486  
abortion  pill in cam pus health  care  
centers .

UN C W ilm ington  is am ong many 
other un ivers it ies ,  includ ing  Em ory 
University , The U niversi ty  o f  G eo r ­
gia at Athens, Boston University  and 
F lo r id a ’s en ti re  p u b l ic  u n iv e rs i ty  
system , that will not d ispense  RU- 
486. The un ivers it ies  that have re ­
fused the drug cite  e ithe r  m ora l  or 
log is tica l  reasons,  such as not h a v ­
ing the pe rsonnel  and tra ined  p h y ­
s ic ian s  r e q u ire d  by the F o o d  and  
Drug A d m in is tra t ion  stipu la tions .

“ I t ’s not som ething that we w ould 
carry. We w ould  never get into  [car­
rying and adm in is te r ing  R U -486] in 
any respect,  str ictly  based  on m ed i ­
cal reasons. We are not eq u ipped  to 
give that level o f  care  h e re ,” said 
A lb e r t  A b ro n s ,  M .D . o f  W es ts ide  
Health  C en te r  at UNCW, A ccord ing

to A brons ,  the d rug  is ex p ec ted  to 
be cov ered  by in su rance  co m pan ies  
eventually .
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R U - 4 8 6 ,  a l s o  k n o w n  as 
M ifep r is to n e ,  is a s te ro id  h o rm one  
tha t  c lose ly  resem b les  the s truc ture  
o f  the na tu ra l ly  p ro d u ced  horm one  
p rog es te ro n e  and  e f fec tive ly  te rm i ­
n a te s  p re g n a n c y  in  th e  f i r s t  n ine  
w eeks.  C rea ted  fo r  use  in a French  
p h a rm a c e u t ic a l  c o m p a n y  in 1980, 
R U -4 8 6  is one o f  the f irs t  c rea tions  
o f  a new breed  o f  b ir th  con tro l drugs

k now n as an tip rogest ins .
T he p ro ced u re  o f  ad m in is te r in g  

R U -4 8 6  in vo lves  a m ed ica l  sc re en ­
in g  b e fo re  a d o c to r  at th e  c l in ic  
g ives the f irs t  dose  o f  R U -486 ,  ty p i ­
ca l ly  th ree  tab le ts .  48 hours  later, 
the w om an  m ust  re tu rn  fo r  a second  
do se  o f  p ro s ta g la n d in  to  co m p le te  
the abortion .  O v e r  the nex t 10 to  12 
d ays b leed in g  e q u iv a len t  to a heavy 
p e r io d  occurs .

The  drug w orks by preven ting  the 
p rogesterone  recep tors  in a w o m a n ’s 
u te rus  f ro m  g a in in g  p ro g e s te ro n e .  
W ithou t  the h o rm one,  the l in ing  of 
the u terus b reak s  d o w n  and s im u ­
lates norm al m ens trua t ion . The drug 
a lso  c au ses  the  c e rv ix  to  c o n tra c t  
thereby  push ing  out the em bryo .

R U -4 8 6  has been  used  in F rance  
since  1989, as well as in m ult ip le  
o th e r  E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s  an d  a c ­
coun ts  fo r a s ig n if ican t  am o u n t o f  
fo re ig n  abortions .

“We re a l ly  fe e l  [ the  a r r iv a l  o f  
R U - 4 8 6 ]  is a h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  
m u ch like the in tro d u c t io n  o f  b ir th  
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UNC system awaiting bond referendum results; 
$3.1 billion at stake, $108 million for UNCW
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Citizens across North Carolina will 
vote next Tuesday, Nov. 7 on the $3.1 
billion higher education facilities 
bond. If approved, UNC Wilmington 
would receive more than $108 mil­
lion over the next six years. The uni­
versity would spend nearly $72 mil­
lion for new facilities, more than $27 
million for the modernization o f  sev­
eral existing buildings and more than 
$9 million for other proposed projects.

The university’s top priority would 
be a new building to house the Watson 
School of Education and Educational 
Resource Center. The building would 
allow UNCW to almost double the 315 
teachers it graduates annually.

“Southeastern North Carolina needs 
more teachers,” Chancellor James R. 
Leutzesaid. “It’s part of U N CW ’s mis­
sion to serve our area, to work with pub-
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lie schoo ls  and  produce ex­
cellent teachers who will go into the 
classroom. That’s why the facility for 
the Watson School o f  Education is a 

pressing concern.”

The new School of Education build­
ing is planned as an 80,500-square-foot, 
three-story building that would cost 
$18.7 million. It would also house the 
Office of Service to Public Schools, the 

Principal Fellows Program, the Pro­
fessional Development System serv­
ing schools in Southeastern North 
Carolina, the Center for Teaching 
Excellence, the Curriculum Materi­
als Center, the Science and Math 
Education Center and other support 
and outreach activities.

According to Dr. Cathy Barlow, 
dean of Watson School of Education, 

the building will give the program  
much needed space to serve the com­

munity and campus.
“Currently we have to find places off- 

campus to hold meetings and conduct 
training,” Barlow said. “We also have
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