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Big Media’s taice on the candidates
B Y  W h i t t  F l o r a

E d i to r ia l  V ie w p o in t________ _
Should we have RU-486 on campus?

K n i g h t - R i d d e r  T r i b u n e

WASHINGTON - When you go to the 
polls on Nov. 7, remember one thing: Big 
Media will be looking over your shoulder 
with justifiable concern.

Big Media, in case you haven’t noticed 
it, is getting a trifle anxious about the out­
come of this fall’s election. It has a lot at stake 
after aU; it has spent most of the last two years 
trying to educate the public about the differ­
ences between the two candidates.

Actually, just make that “the difference” 
between the two candidates. One candidate, 
you see, has the intellect of an Aristotle; the 
other is type-cast for a starring role in the 
next re tn ^ e  of “Dumb and Dumber.”

One sure way you can tell the non-pre- 
ferred Big Media candidate is leally dumb is 
by the clumsy and often incoherent way he 
expresses himself.

Since Big Media is getting a little put-off 
by polls showing that you, Joe and Jane Six- 
Pack, aren’t picking up on The Difference, 
here’s a snap quiz to help you do the right 
thing when you enter the voting booth: 

Which candidate said the following re­
ally stupid things:

“If we don’t siKxeed, we run the risk of 
failure.” “Mars is somewhat the same dis­
tance from the sun, which is very important. 
We have seen pictures where there are ca­
nals, we believe, and water. If there is water, 
that means there is oxygen. If oxygen, that 
means we can breathe. ” “I believe we are on 
an irreversible trend toward more freedom 
and democracy - but that could change. 
“We’re going to have the best-educated 
American people in the world.” “A low voter 
tumout is an indication of fewer people go­
ing to the polls.” “(It’s) time for the human 
race to enter the solar system.” “We are ready 
for any unforeseen event that may or may 
not occur.” “Quite frankly, teacheis are the 
only profession that teach our children.” “It 
isn’t pollution that’s hamiing the environ­
ment. It’s the impurities in our air and water 
that are doing it.”

And finally, this gem:

“People that are really very weird can get 
into sensitive positions and have a tremen­
dous impact on history.”

If you’re stiU a bit puzzled, here’s a final 
clue. Those remarks weren't uttered by Big 
Media’s designated Big Dummy, George W. 
Bush.

Those are all publicly recorded quotations 
ftom the mouth of A1 Gore during his two 
terms as Vice President of the United Slates. 
Many of them were uttered directly to Big 
Media at press conferences or during one- 
on-one interviews.

Yet Big Media is worried that you may 
vote for the really stupid candidate when you 
go to the polls. In fact, Washington Post me­
dia critic Howard Kurtz recently noted that 
many Big Media pundits are so upset by 
Bush’s showing in the polls that they have 
begun writing columns suggesting he not 
only is unqualified, but a moron to boot.

He cited The New York Times' Maureen 
Dowd, The New Republic’s Martin Peretz, 
The Boston Globe's Tom Oliphant, Slate 
Editor M ichael Kinsley and Nation 
magazine's David Core as some of those 
bemoaning the cerebral deficiencies of 
George W. He could just as easily have added 
another battahon of names including nation­
ally syndicated columnists Molly Ivins, Tom 
Teepen, Richard Cohen and Marianne 
Means.

Now, no one would suggest that George 
W. Bush is a later-day Thomas Jefferson or 
Ben Franklin. He probably won't be invited 
to join the Austin chapter of Mensa. He does, 
at times, have difficulty consttucting a simple 
sentence. Gore isn't much better. At times, 
indeed, he is even worse.

Truth be told, the leading third-paity can­
didates - Ralph Nader, Pat Buchanan and lib­
ertarian Harry Browne - are all more articu­
late and less mealy mouthed than either Bush 

or Gore.
Yet there's something unseemly about 

major journalists suggesting either major 
party candidate is a moron or worse. It's a 
sign of political desperation and, peihaps 
despair, when they a b ^ o n  discussion of the 
issues and launch ad hominem attacks merely 
to appease their ideology.

Both Gore and Bush are reasonably in-

W ith the app ro v al o f  the  ab o rtio n  
pill R U -486, m any co lleg es and u n i­
v e rsitie s  have been  faced  w ith  the 
d iff icu lt d ec is io n  o f  p re sc rib in g  the 
d rug  in u n iv e rs ity  h e a lth  c en te rs . 
A lthough  the  m ajo rity  rem ain  u n d e ­
c ided , several u n iv e rs itie s  - a lm ost 
m om ents w ith in  the  ap p ro v al o f  the 
drug  - o pen ly  an n o u n ced  that they  
w ould  no t support the R U -486  pill, 
w hich  seem s as th o u g h  no t m uch  
co n sid era tio n  w as g iv en  to a ll to  the 
pros and cons o f th is  p ill.

The m ain  reaso n  the a lread y  d e ­
c ided  u n iv ers itie s  are  not su p p o rt­
in g  the  p i ll  is  m o s tly  b e c a u se  o f  
m ed ica l reaso n s ra th e r  than  m oral 
and e th ic a l  re a s o n s ,  h o w e v e r  the  
u n iv e rs it ie s  hav e  an o b lig a tio n  to 
the  stud en ts  th a t pay fees to p rov ide  
th em  w ith  a d e q u a te  h e a l th  c a re ,  
abortion  or no ab o rtio n .

F irs t  one m u st lo o k  at th e  fa c t 
th a t if  h ea lth  care  c lin ic 's  are ju s t i ­
fy ing  no t o ffe rin g  th e  R U -486  p ill 
due to lack  o f  p e rso n n e l and tra in ed  
p h y s i c ia n s ,  th e n  th e y  n e e d  to  
s tro n g ly  c o n s id e r  t ra in in g  m o re  
p h y sic ian s and  h irin g  m ore p e rso n ­
nel fo r o ther m ed ica l pu rp o ses o ther 
than  an ab o rtio n  p ill.

M ost u n iv e rs ity  h ea lth  care  c lin ­
ics have less than  tw o M ed ica l D o c ­
to rs on sta ff,w h ich  is a f r ig h ten in g  
though t, c o n sid e rin g  th a t is (in  the  
case  o f  ou r cam p u s h e a lth  c lin ic )

teUigent, reasonably good men with a pen­
chant for occasionally misspeaking. After a 
graeling 18-hour day on the campaign trail, 
pepper^ by questions from reporters, it’s a 
wonder they don't make even more bloop­

ers.
America’s voters have a better under­

standing of this than Big Media with its

d en ts . G ran ted , m ost o f  a ll stu d en t 
h e a lth  v is its  can  be h a n d le d  by a 
nurses a ssis tan t, but genera lly , m ore 
than  one do c to r on s ta ff  w ould  prove 
to  be  b en efic ia l fo r everyone .

Secondly, when a cam pus like our 
ow n is co m p o sed  o f  60 p e rcen t f e ­
m ales, cam pus health  c lin ics  have a 
g rea te r  re sp o n s ib ility  to  acco m m o ­
date  a w o m a n 's  need  fo r p e rso n a l 
hea lth  care  e sp ec ia lly  since the  u n i­
v e rs ity  h e a lth  c lin ic  se rv es as the  
p r im a ry  so u rc e  o f  h e a l th  c a re  to 
m any  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . N o t p r e ­
sc rib in g  the  R U -486  p ill does n o th ­
ing bu t h u rt fem ale  co lleg e  stud en ts  
th a t  d e p e n d  on  th e ir  h e a l th  c a re  
c lin ic  fo r all  types o f  trea tm en t.

If  a h ea lth  care  c lin ic  is go ing  to 
o ffe r  b ir th  c o n tro l p ills ,  co n d o m s, 
and the m orn ing  a f te r  p ill , then  they  
shou ld  a lso  be  p rep ared  to o ffe r  the 
R U -486  p ill. S tu d en ts  depend  on a 
h ea lth  care  c lin ic  th a t can  p rov ide  
the  se rv ic e s  any av era g e  d o c to r 's  
o ff ic e  can  o ffe r , b u t a re  th e re  to 
stric tly  serve  co lleg e  s tuden ts . C o l­
lege hea lth  care  c lin ic 's  shou ld  no t 
be so q u ick  to decide  a g a in st so m e­
th in g  n ew  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t  g o e s  
against the norm , and instead  ask  the 
s tu d en t body, see w hat they  w an t, 
and if  n ecessa ry  m ake th e  c h an g es 
n eeded  to b e tte r  serve  the  s tu d en ts  
w ho are  in  fa c t the  o n es w ho  the  
h ea lth  care  c lin ic s  are  there  for.

“gotcha” mentahty. The differences between 
the two candidates that they'd like to hear 
more about between now and Election Day 
are substantive ones on Social Security, mih- 
tary preparedness, health care, tax-cuts and 
other major issues.

Big Media should get back to basics.

one M ed ica l D o c to r to 10,000 stu-
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