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Seahawks overcome halftime deficit to drop Golden Knights
R e'KJ .Ir-iKic-c . . . .  ^B e n  J o n e s  

S p o r t s  E d i t o r

A ft e r  the U n iv er s i t y  o f  Centra l  
F lo r id a  los t  th e i r  h o m e  o p e n e r  to 

W ar tbu rg  C o l l e g e ,  a N C A A  D iv i 

s i on  III t e a m ,  U N C  W i l m i n g t o n  

m e n ’s basicetball He ad C o ac h  Jer ry 

W a i n w r i g h t  k n e w  t h e  G o l d e n  

K n ig h t s  w e r e  c o m i n g  in t o  T ra sk  
Co l i s eu m  Dec.  22 fee l ing  ra ther  u n 
co m fo r t ab le .

“ P r ior  to the  g am e ,  1 said  they

wo uld  be de sp e ra te . ” Wa in wr ig ht  
said during the pos t -game press c o n 

fe r en ce .  “ If  I was  the i r  c o a c h ,  I 

wou ld  have been em b ar ra ss ed  and 
d e s p e r a t e  [ f o l l o w i n g  the  lo s s  to 

W art burg] . ” Wainwright  add ed  he 

meant  the com m en t s  w i thout  d is re 
spect  and fel t U C F  w ou ld  have  a 
good year  overal l .

In an a t t e m p t  to re g a i n  c o n f i 

dence ,  U CF hoped to ca tch  U NC W  
off -guard .  Despi te  va liant e fforts,  

t h e  G o l d e n  K n i g h t s  f e l l  to  th e

Seah aw ks,  61 -56,  in front o f  3 ,522 
specta tors.

U N C W  (4-4)  took  con tro l  o f  the 
g am e ear ly  o f f  the hot hand o f  j u n 

ior Ed Wil l iams.  W il l i ams racked-  
up e ight  o f  his 10 points  in the first 

hal f ,  as well  as g r a b b i n g  f ive  r e 
b ou n d s  tha t  h e lp ed  the  S e a h a w k s  

keep the G o lden  Knights  in check.

With U N C W  leading 22-11 with 
10 minute s  left to  p lay  in the first 
hal f,  U C F  Head C oa ch  Kirk Spe raw 

dec ided the G o lden Knights  needed
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W i l l i a m s  a n d  f e l l o w  t e a m m a t e  

Barron T h elm on.  T he lm o n ,  a senior 
f rom C h ic ago ,  ad d ed  e ight  points  in 
the fi rst ,  wh ich  inc luded  two  key ,3- 
pointers .

“ We fell l ike we ne ede d  to make 
a ch a n g e  so we dec id ed  to  get out 
on their  per imet er  shooters ,"  Speraw 
said.

S per aw  sp read the  zone defense  

out  to the 3-poi nt - l ine  to c om bat  the 
long- rang e b om be rs  o f  UNCW. The 

S ea h aw k s  a t te m p te d  15 3 -pointe rs  
in the fi rst ,  par t  o f  a sc hoo l- reco rd  
26 a t te m p ts  for the game.

T h e  s t r a t e g y  w a s  e f f e c t i v e  as 

U C F  (2-7)  w e n t ’on a 25-5 run ove r  
U N C W  to f in ish out  the hal f,  while  
l imi t ing the S ea h aw k s to zero points  

ou ts ide  the per imeter .  The G olden 
K nights  went  into hal f t ime wi th a 
35 -29 lead.

Real iz ing  the co rr ec t i on ,  U N C W  
c am e  out into the se co n d  ha l f  with 
a d if ferent o f fens ive  game plan -  get 

the ball ins ide.  S o p h o m o r e  Craig  
C a l l a h a n  s t e p p e d - u p  to  the  U C F  

ch al le n ge  net t ing  two ca re e r  h ighs ,  
g rabbi ng  seven r eb ou nd s  and s i n k 

ing  12 p o in t s  in the  po s t  for  the  
S eah aw ks.

“ We had to get  so m eth ing  going 
on the in s id e , ” said  C a l la ha n ,  a na 

t ive  o f  C asca d e ,  Iowa.  “They  were  
real soft on the post .  We w or ked  
har de r  than t h e m . ”

U N C W  s e n i o r  M a r c u s  G r e e n ,  

with the help o f  Ca l lahan,  cont ro l led  
the ins ide  g a m e  in the second.  The  

S e a h a w k s  o u t - r e b o u n d e d  U C F  24- 
15 in the hal f,  se t t ing  up seve ra l  in 

s i d e  b a s k e t s  t h a t  a d d e d  to  th e  
S ea h aw k  co m e b ac k .

T h e  S e a h a w k s  r e t o o k  the  le ad  
w i t h  9 : 1 6  r e m a i n i n g  a f t e r  a 3- 

pointer  by sop ho m or e  Brett  Bl izzard  
and n ev er  gav e  it back.

U C F  w en t  3- for-9  f rom the free 
th row line in the seco nd  hal f,  and 

the i r  h igh -sco rer ,  j u n i o r  Paul Reed,  
only ad d ed  fo ur  points  in the final 

20  mi nutes ,  all o f  which add ed  to 
th e i r  dow nfa l l .

“ Y o u ’ve go t  to win  y o u r  h om e  

g a m e s , ” W ai nw ri gh t  said.  “ Y o u ’ve 
got  to be in these  k ind o f  ga m e s  to 

u n de rs tand  wha t  it ta k e s .”
GAME NOTES:  
o T h e win was  U N C W ’s first  

v ic to ry  o f  the season when 

not lead ing  at ha l f t ime,  
o  Bret t  B l i zz ard  and Ed 

W i l l i am s c o n t in u ed  the ir  

sea so n  s t reak  o f  sco r ing  in 

d o u b le - f ig u re s  in every  
gam e.


