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New year at Cat’s Cradle: 
Guided By Voices '»SA'R'̂ S

ART & FRAME
(3 € H te r

ARTIST SUPPLIES FOR BEGINNKRS 
AND PROFESSIONALS. (910 791 2113)

FULL SERVICE CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMING. (910 791 3799)

730 ST. JAJMES DRIVE 
WILMINGTON, NC

ART CENTER 
M-F f:M A M  - » :N r M  
SAT «;3aAM - S:00rM  

r i  OSKD SW *0AV

H I A M E  CENTFR 
M-F
SAT lt:MAM-S:0«PM 
riX K E D  SUNDAY

(C tlE C K  T H I  VKLLOW FA CES FO R MAP)

B r e n t  F u s c a l d d  

S t a f f  W r i t e r

Loyal fans p ack ed  the c lub  New 
Y ear’s Eve, som e o f  w hom  flew in 
f rom  as far  as N ew  York to  ring  in 
2001. R ober t  Po lla rd  o f  the D ay 
ton, O h io -b a s e d  g ro u p  G u id ed  By 
Voices took  the s tage  shor tly  after  
m i d n ig h t  a n n o u n c i n g  th a t  the  set 
w o u ld  in c lu d e  so n g s  f rom  an u p 
c o m in g  c o n c e p t  a lb u m ,  w h ich  is 
s la ted  to  be re lea sed  in April .  This 
a lbum  is nu m b e r  f i f teen  added  to the 
g i g a n t i c  s t a c k  o f  p r e v i o u s  fu l l -  
leng ths  d a t ing  b ack  to 1986.

The co nce r t  by G u ided  By Voices 
was part  o f  a N ew  Y e a r ’s party  at 
t h e  C a t ’s 

C r a d l e  in 
C a r r b o r o .

S o m e  o f  
th e  r e 
qu es ts  be- 
i n g 
shou ted  at 
th e  b a n d  
r a n g e d  
f r o m  th e  
b a n d ’s ‘87 
r e l e a s e  
D e v i l  B e 
t w e e n  M y  
T oes ,  to  
last  y e a r ’s 
D o  th e  
C ollapse ,  p ro d u c e d  by Ric O casek  

o f  the C ars .  R ecen t  a lbum s have had 
a h ig h e r  b u d g e t  t re a tm en t  than ea r 
l ier  se l f - r e le a se d  ones ,  d isp ro v in g  
th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e y  r e l e a s e  o n ly  
h o m e m ad e  fo u r - t r a c k  record ings .

A l thou gh  the i r  nam e sounds  like 
a g ospe l  g ro u p ,  they  are in fac t  a 
b a n d  w ith  a c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g in g  
l ine-up  tha t  ca r ry  ou t  the v is ion o f  
one  vo ice ,  P o l l a rd ’s. His f a s c in a 
tion  w ith  la te -e r a  6 0 ’s rock  often  
show s up in h is  an them ic  r iffs  and 
nonsens ica l  ly r ics .

W hat  is it th a t  d raw s  such a fa 
natical fo l lo w in g  f rom  a ci ty  w here  

the in fam ou s  ball d rops  to  a small  
col lege  tow n in North  C aro l ina?  I t ’s 
the songs.  T he  h igh ly  p ro l if ic  P o l 
lard w r i te s  so ng  a f te r  song ,  o f ten  
w rit ing  c lo se  to  a hundred  songs per 
album. T he  songs  are sung as if  they 
were  s t range  tr ips  th rou gh  mystical  
lands w hile  still  m a in ta in in g  a pop 
e lem en t .  It seem s as if  a ch i ldhood  
im ag in a t ion  is beh ind  the w heel o f  

P o l l a rd ’s songs.
P o lla rd  has c rea ted  his ow n  label 

c a l led  T h e  F a d in g  C a p ta in  Series

(F C S )  to re lease  his ow n  so lo  e f 
forts. In S ep tem ber  FCS re leased  
the hundred  song, 4 CD box set S u i t 
c a s e :  F a i l e d  E x p e r i m e n t s  a n d
Trashed  Aircra ft .  It is com pr ised  o f  
all the rarity songs that n ever  made 
it on  th e  a lb u m s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
years ,  one  o f  which dates  back  to 
1974. GBV have broke aw ay from  
the indie label status and are now on 
T V T  R ecords in New York, w hose  
r o s t e r  in c lu d e s  U n d e r w o r l d  an d  
Brian Jonestown Massacre.  The f in 
ished upcom ing  album is ten ta t ive ly  
t i t led  Iso la tion  Dri lls ,  hav ing  been 
c h a n g e d  f r o m  th e  p r e v i o u s  ta g .  
Broadcaster  House.  The concept a l 
bum  idea has been used once  before  

on  t h e i r  
19 8 9  re -  
l e a s e  
S a m e  
P lace  The  
F ly  G o t  
S m a s h e d ,  
a b o u t  th e  
l i fe  o f  an 
a l c o h o l i c  
w h o  e n d s  
up  in  th e  
e l e c t r i c  
cha i r  fo r  a 
c r i m e  he  
c o m m i t -  
ted.

On I s o 
la t io n  D r i l l s  the  c h a n c e  fo r  new  
songs to be fully realized and acces 
s ib le  to la rger  aud iences  is good .  
Po llard  and com pany  have en l is ted  
R ob  S c h n a p f ,  p r o d u c e r  fo r  such  

widely  recognized albums as B e c k ’s 
Mellow  Gold  and the first Foo F ight
ers a lbum. The new songs  “G lad 
G ir ls” and “Chasing Heather  C razy ” 
are  in s ta n t ly  c a tch y  and  w ell  r e 
ce iv ed  by the C hape l  Hill c row d .  
E ll io t  Sm ith ,  w hose  first th ree  a l 
bum s were  p ro d u ced  by S ch n ap f ,  
made a guest  appearance  on the new 
album.

“ He plays keyboards  on tw o o f  
the c u ts ,” guitaris t  D oug G il la rd  ex 
pla ins.  “On ‘Skillz  L ike  T h i s ’ and 
‘Glad G ir l s ’ the p roduc t ion  is much 
more s t ra igh t-forw ard  with a  bet ter  

drum  sound .”
A nothe r  fam il ia r  gues t  to G BV  

his tory, Tobin Sprout s topped by the 
studio  to lend his p iano skills on the 
t rack  “ H o w ’s My D rink ing? .” His 
small  port ion  o f  songw ri t ing  can  be 
found  on ear l ie r  a lbum s, the most 
recogn izab le  being Bee Thousand .  
R e l e a s e d  in  1994  on  M a t a d o r

Records ,  it fo l low ed  the h igh ly  an 
t i c ip a t e d  C M J S h o w c a s e  p e r f o r 
m ance  in New York. T his  pe r fo r 
m ance  was p ra ised  by the l ikes o f  
T hurs ton  M oore  o f  Sonic  Youth and 
the Beast ie  Boys. S ongs  o f f  o f  this 
a l b u m ,  s u c h  as  “ T r a c t o r  R a p e  
C h a in ,” had  the new y e a r ’s c row d  
s ing ing  along. O th e r  favor i te s  in 
c luded  “ Back To Saturn  X ,” which 
is a p rev iously  u n re leased  hit and a 
cov er  o f  “B aba  O ’ R iley” fea turing  
the vocals  o f  Jon W urster,  d rum m er 
for S upefchunk .

With the p rom ise  o f  a new a lbum  
and s tam ina  to m ake  it th rough  the 
n ig h t’s two and a ha l f  hour set , GBV 
have a lot to show for the ir  p ro d u c 
t iv ity  in the new year.

"Isola t ion  Dri l ls  m eans  the dri lls  
done  during  p rac t ice  to im prove  a 
sports t e a m ’s p e r fo rm a n c e ,” g u i t a r 
ist Nate Farley reveals ,  “ a l though  in 
this case, the iso la t ion  is m eant in a 
broader  sen se ,”

Isola t ion ,  how ever ,  is not a ta c 
tic  G BV  use as a d e fe n s e  aga in s t  
the ir  fans. On the co n t ra ry ,  most 
a lbum s they re lease  co n ta in  ove r  20 
songs and often ,  the show s they  put 
on c lock  in at the tw o ho u r  mark. 
Those  songs  le ft o f f  the a lb um s ju s t  
got re leased  on P o l la rd ’s label. The 
band still m a in ta in s  loya lty  to the ir  
aud ience  w hile  m ak ing  the dec is ion  
to branch out with a more access ib le  
new album.
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and events are planned for each day. “It’s 
All Fun and Games” as the festivities begin 
at 4:30 p.m. on Monday with a parade lead
ing from Wagoner Hall to the Commons 
where a Pep Rally will be held. Following 
this will be the movie “Bring It On,” which 
will show at 8 p.m. in Union Station. Tues
day is the “Day of Chance,” which includes 
fite games in the game room fiDm noon until 
8 p.m. and the “Think Fast Game Show” at 
8 p.m. in the Warwick Center Ballroom. On 
Wednesday, the “Day o f  Dance,” the 
Warwick Center Ballroom will host a video 
dance party at 8 p.m. “The Day of Romance” 
takes place on Thursday with UNCW’s ver
sion of “Singled Out” from 7-9 pm in Union 
Station. “Almost Famous Friday” features 
the ACE Film “Almost Famous” which will 
show at 7:.%p.m. and lOp.m. in the Warwick 
Center Ballroom.

Game Day is Saturday. A lent party in
cluding hot air balloon rides will lake place 
from 4-6 p.m. The Homecoming game, 
where the SeahawLs will face Williain and 
Mary, begins at 7 p.m. Following the game, 
the ACE and the National Pan Hellenic 
Council will present the annual Step Show 
at 9:30 p.m. in Kenan Auditorium.

All throughout the week, students can win 
free prizes by vi.siting Union Station between 
11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. while wearing 
UNCW stuff. “Singled Out” ballots can be 
filled out on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs
day, and students can vote for the Homecom
ing King and Que(!n on Wednesday, Thurs
day, and Friday at the Union from 5-7p.m.

Brent Fuscakio/The Seahawk

Guided By Voices entertains audiences 

during a New Year’s performance.


