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Seahawks out run Aggies in season opener
B e n  J o n e s

S p o r t s  E d i t o r

On a crisp February  afternoon. 
B rooks  F ie ld  m ade  the  se t t ing  for 
UNCW ’s baseball season opener against 
North Carolina A&T. In front of over 
300 fans, UNC Wilmington blew past the 
Aggies, 9-2.

The Seahawks were able to stop N.C. 
A & T ’s offensive attack with a solid 
pitching effort by junior Matt McDonnell 
(1-0). McDonnell, a native of Oak Hall, 
Va., struck out six batters in six innings 
with no walks for UNCW.

A&T sophomore Quincy Jones gave 
the Aggies an early 1-0 lead after sin­
gling in sophomore Austin Love at the 
top of the second inning.

UNCW responded with three runs in 
the bottom of the third, off the bat of jun­
ior David McKenna and acting on errors 
in the Aggie field. Freshman Pat Murphy 
scored on a  McKenna single to center 
field. The Seahawks then added a run 
after Aggie pitcher Joe Locklear (0-1) 
walked sophomore Matt Wright with the

Jam es Fhnin'he Seahawk

Junior Matt McDonnell hurls the first pitch of the baseball season to 
shortstop Adonis Smith of N. C. A&T last Saturday at Brooks Field. 
McDonnell struck out six batters in six innings as UNCW  won, 9-2.

The fourth and fifth innings remained 
unmanageable for Miller. UNCW put 
up a run in each inning from Aggie mis­
takes and solid Seahawk hitting.

bases loaded.
The trouble continued for A&T after 

changing pitchers in the third. As soon 
as junior Charles Miller took the mound, 
McKenna was able to score off a wild 
pitch.
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New promotions to increase fan participation
S a r a h  B u s i c k

Only 26 days left 
until Spring Break! 
Check out Spring 
Break deals and 
other interesting of­
fers in the Seahawk 
Classifieds, page 8

Get registered with our new website 
www.theseahawk.org

S t a f f  W r i t e r

T ra c k  C o l i s e u m  is e a rn in g  its  
repu ta tion  as the to u ghest p lace to 
p lay  in the  C o lo n ia l  A th le tic  A sso ­
c ia tion .

The m e n ’s baske tba ll  p ro g ram  at 
UN C  W ilm in g to n  has suppor t  from  
the  s tu d e n t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and

co m m u n ity .  T he  c h e e r le a d e rs ,  the 
dance  team , the pep  band  and  se v ­
e ra l  s tu d e n t  g ro u p s  he lp  ra ise  the 
level o f  n o ise  in T rask  C o liseum .

“ I th in k  o u r  te a m  and  c o a c h e s  
th r ive  on the no ise  [and] the e n th u ­
s i a s m ,” D ire c to r  o f  A th le t ic s  Peg 
B ra d ley -D op p es  said.

A th le t ic  m a rk e t in g  and  p ro m o ­
t io n s  a t U N C W  are  t r y in g  to  in-

%
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Organized fan clubs in recent years have contributed to Trask  
Coliseum’s growing reputation as the toughest place to play in the 

Colonial Athletic Association.

c r e a s e  f a n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  E v e n  
th o u g h  th e  t e a m  w o n  th e  C A A  
c h a m p io n sh ip  last year, T rask  C o l i ­
seum  has only  reached  capac i ty  d u r ­
ing h o m e co m in g  and  E C U  gam es.

“T h is  y ea r  is the h ig h e s t  ev e r  in 
season  t icke t sa les ,  bu t 1 w ant us to 
get to  the p o in t w here we have  that 
ty pe  o f  en erg y  no m a tte r  w ho  we 
p lay ,” B rad ley -D o pp es  said.

S om e p ro m o tio n s  at gam es  th is  
y ea r  inc lude  g iv ing  aw ay ba l loons ,  
cand y  and  pom pom s. The bo o ksto re  
sp o n so rs  a $35 0  boo k  sch o la rsh ip  
fo r  one  s tu d e n t  fan  at th e  g am e .  
T h ere  is a lso  a fa n -o f - th e -g am e  that 
w ins  various  p r izes  b ased  on seat 
number.

A new m a rke ting  p la n  th is  year  
is the G am e Day Flag program. Vari­
ous b u s in esses  a long  S outh  C o lleg e  
R oad  and  N ew  C e n tr e  D r iv e  ca n  
p u rchase  f lags to p rom o te  the b a s ­
k e tb a l l  gam e tha t  n igh t.  A bo u t 25 
b u s i n e s s e s  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  f l a g s  
s ince  the p ro m o tio n  began  in S e p ­
tem ber.

A cco rd in g  to A n g e la  P ucher ,  a s ­
s is tan t d irec to r  o f  sports  m a rk e t in g .
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