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A day in the life of a UNCW police officer
H e a t h e r  G r a d y

A s s ’T N e w s  E d i t o r

For many students, not ever seeing 
the inside o f  a police car is a good sign 
that they are doing something right.

However, most students then also 
miss the opportunity to gaze inside the 
car and glimpse at a slice o f  life of the 
officer inside.

U n iv e rs i ty  P o l ic e  Sgt.  G u n n a r  
M a t th e w s ,  an O h io  n a t iv e ,  o f ten  
spends his day riding throughout the 
campus,  watchful of the students spill
ing out on the lawn. His police car 
swells with the wail o f  the radar ev
ery few seconds as other vehicles pass

by-
Mathews, like the other campus of

ficers, has grown so familiar with the 
pitch of the wailing radar that he can 
estimate the c a r ’s speed by the sound. 
Being able to dis tinguish the pitches 
o f  various speeds enables him to con
tinue watching the road while decid
ing whether to lock the speed of the 
passing car into the system and fol
low-up with a ticket.

Before and after each shift, the of
ficers are responsible for using a tun
ing fork to calibrate the radar system. 
They must also calibrate the radar af
ter each ticket is written.

Before coming to campus jus t  over 
two years ago, Matthews worked with

The UNCW  police de
partment recently pur
chased several new  
Chevrolet patrol ve 
hicles to add to their 
stab le  of m odern  
equipment.

The departm ent em  
ploys the latest technol
ogy in their vehicles, in
cluding laptop comput
ers, front-and-back ra 
dar guns and video re 

corders

Thomas M Ruyle/the Seahawk

the Topsail Island Police Department 
for eight years.

“ [Working on campus] is a unique 
experience. I t ’s different from work
ing in a municipality. I t ’s a different 
style o f  community. The biggest thing 
is that you get to know the people in 
the community right here on campus,” 

Matthews said.
According to Matthews, traffic vio

la tions for Topsail Is land were e x 
tremely seasonal. In a sum mer shift, 
15 cars could easily be ticketed. H ow 
ever, during the winter, three weeks 
could pass without a radio call. At 
UNCW  approximately three cars are 
stopped during each o f f ic e r ’s shift, 
with variation during the individual
day and season^_____________________
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Professional Writing Certificate offered this fall
C L I N T  B U L L D C K
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S T A F F  W R I T E R

Students will have a new option  
avai lable  to them under the curren t 
E nglish  major next fall. The  p ro 
fessional writ ing cer t if ica te  will  be 
avai lable  after more than a year o f  

p lanning.
With this new addition ,  s tudents 

now have a fifth option  under  the 
English degree, making it one o f  the 
m os t versa ti le  m ajors  on cam pus.  
In terested  students g radua t ing  D e 
cem ber  2001 or later, may qual ify  

fo r  the cert if icate.
Any previous technical  or bu s i 

ness w rit ing English  c lasses  taken  
p rev io u s ly  will ca rry  o v e r  to  the

pro fess iona l  w rit ing  ce r t i f ica te ,  a c 

co rd ing  to Dr. E l izabe th  E rv ine ,  a s 

socia te  p ro fesso r  o f  E n 

glish.
“ I am  ge t t ing  a lo t o f  

e n t h u s i a s m  f r o m  m y 
s t u d e n t s  an d  th e y  are  
exc i ted  abou t  i t ,” said  
A she,  ass is tan t  p ro fe s 
so r  o f  E n g l i s h .  “ T h e  
E ng lish  facu lty  is very 

ex c i ted  to o .”
L a s t  y e a r  th e  c r e 

a t ive  and  p ro f e s s io n a l  
w ri t ing  o p t ion  split  and 
the c rea t ive  w ri t ing  d e 
p a r tm e n t  w as  fo rm e d .  
S ince the split ,  the  E n 
g l i s h  d e p a r t m e n t  f e l t  
there  w as a need  to e s 
t a b l i s h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l

w ri t ing  option.
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