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THE FROGMAN (alias St. 
Andrews’ Knight) was found 
doing a remarke of “Creature 
from the Black Lagoon” the 
other day. (Rioto by David 
Swanson)

PIRG Activities
board member Yana Banks, 
who told THE LANCE the 
effort, which also involves 
members of the Black Student 
Union and the College 
Christian Council, is intended 
to see how effectively the food 
stamp program serves those 
eleigible for it. “We are 
working closely with the local 
food stamp officials and have 
high hopes for success,” she 
said.

Other projects being 
m o u n ted  in c lu d e  an  
examination of public tran
sportation in Laurinburg (i.e.

why students can pay 
three dollars to get , " 
from the bus station to  ̂
Andrews), reform of J 
student association jufe' 
system  to  ensure ben 
clarification and protectio i
student rights; fire 3 
e m e r g e n c y  evacuat 
procedures in St. Andre 
residence halls, the State 
St. Andrews’ food servi« 
operation, the J.P, steve ; 
textile boycott and oC 
V o lu n te e r s , T h o m p S
stressed, are being sought i n  1 
all areas. '

Women Commit Crimes, Too , Author Says
By Lois DeFleur Nelson

For generations, crime has 
been a sso c ia ted  with  
maleness in our society.

Reporting, recording, and 
writing about crime all 
reflected a basic value 
system in which the male role 
was dominant. Men were 
considered the primary 
perpetrators of most deviant 
activities. They were both the 
feared and revered par
ticipants in this sub-rosa 
world.

The few women discovered 
joining in criminal activities 
were regarded with distaste 
but were not treated too 
severely by the courts. But 
neither did they receive the 
full protection of the law-men 
were free to pursue many of 
their illicit pleasures, such as 
prostitution, with little fear of 
m o r a l  or l e g a l  
recriminations, even though 
females were often the 
abused participants and 
victims.

This male dominance of the 
criminal world is now 
beginning to change.

As sociologists Freda Adler 
has noted recently, another 
generation of women will 
enter this criminal world, “a 
generation who, as girls, will 
think it perfectly natural to 
become carpenters or ar
chitects or steeplejacks or 
senators; a generation who 
will dream of running away 
from home to join the circus 
or growing up to become 
desperados or gunslingers.”

The traditional view of the 
role of women in crime is thus 
responding to changes in the 
role of women in our society 
at large. But the emerging 
picture appears full of con
tradictions and conflicts.

CHANGING PATTERNS
According to arrest data, 

women’s involvement in 
property crime, such as theft, 
embezzlement, and fraud, has 
increased dramatically in the 
last decade, with the arrest 
rate among females rising 
almost three times faster 
than that among males. Still, 
the rate of female arrests is 
only about one-third that of 
men. Female arrests for 
violent crimes, such as 
assault and homicide, have 
remained relatively low and 
stable.

Consistent with traditional 
sex roles, prostitution is a 
relatively frequent female 
crime. Male customers, in all 
but a few cities, are ignored
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as parties to a criminal act.
The statistics on rape in

dicate almost a fourfold in
crease in male arrests in the 
last 15 years, but obtaining a 
conviction for this charge is 
still very difficult. 
Furthermore, although men 
are reported and arrested for 
rape, the primary accusations 
and stigma still fall on the 
female victims. For example, 
a Wisconsin judge recently 
declared rape a “normal” 
reaction of a teenage boy to 
women’s revealing clothing 
and a sexually permissive 
society.

In the judicial system, data 
from courts indicate that in 
the past women have tended 
to receive preferential 
treatment in terms of 
charges, convictions, and 
sentences. In some states, for 
some types of offenses, 
Females are still treated more 
leniently than males, but 
there are signs of increasing 
equity or even more severity 
in convictions and sentences 
for women.

Nevertheless, women are 
still less likely than men to be 
sent to prison. Furthermore, 
if they do go to one of the few 
female institutions, they will 
find that there are fewer 
training and rehabilitation 
opportunities than in men’s 
institutions, although the 
actual living conditions also 
tend to be less severe.

How, then, do we make 
sense out of this changing 
situation? Several factors 
have to be considered, in
cluding traditional societal 
sex roles and their supporting 
stereotypes. These sex roles 
have had a strong impact 
upon the ideologies and 
practices of those who at
tempt to control crime.

TRADITIONAL ROLES
The traditional activities 

for women in our society have 
revolved around the wife- 
mother and sex-object roles.
In the past, female in
volvement in crime has been 
seen as an outgrowth of these 
roles.

A woman might have been 
a shoplifter, child abuser, or

prostitute and was probably 
motivated by her relation
ships with men, emotional 
instabilities, or sexual 
maladjustments. It was 
assumed that such traditional 
roles provided both the 
framework as well as the 
restraining factors for female 
participation in criminal 
activities.

It is within this cultural 
background that citizens and 
criminal justice personnel 
r e s p o n d e d  to f e m a l e  
criminals. Witnesses and 
victims of female crime were 
hestitant to take action 
against wom.en since they felt 
women needed society’s 
protection and probably were 
not particularly dangerous 
anyhow.

Similarly, police exercised 
more discretion when they 
encountered a woman in 
criminal activities, and they 
seldom either brought her in 
or charged her with an of
fense. Courts also tended to 
be lenient with the relatively 
few women who appeared 
before them.

However, this paternalistic 
and preferential treatment 
had its costs. Throughout the 
criminal justice system, “a 
fallen woman” often ex
perienced discriminatory, 
severe treatment. For 
example, prostitutes were 
regularly rounded up and 
treated with disdain; rape > 
victims were embarrassed 
and humiliated.

These same themes and 
stereotypes were embodied in 
the scant social science 
studies on women and crime 
until very recently. Many 
writers from a variety of 
disciplines offered social, 
economic, political, and 
psychological explanations of 
male involvement in criminal 
activities, but the few social 
scientists who focused on 
f e m a l e s  e m p h a s i z e d  
primarily biological and-or 
psychological factors.

Women involved in crime 
were either maladjusted 
psychologically, inferior 
biologically, or had failed to 
adjust to the expectations 
surrounding traditional roles. 
These ideas prevailed until 
the 1970s.

THE
WOMEN’S MOVEMENT
The contemporary women’s 

movement that began in the 
late 1960s has had at least an 
indirect impact on crime and

sex roles. The movement has 
resul ted  in i n c r e a s e d  
awareness and sensitivity to 
changing sex roles on the part 
of the general public, 
criminal justice personnel, 
and women themselves.

There have been pressures 
for official agencies to alter 
their policies and practices 
and there is some evidence 
this is happening. For  
example, sociologist Rita 
Simon interviewed police, 
prosecutors, and others in the 
criminal justice system , 
discovering this recurrent 
theme: “If it’s equality these 
women want, we’ll see that 
they get it.”

If, indeed, this attitude is 
reflected in official behavior, 
then we would expect that 
there would be some decline 
in preferential treatment for 
women in the criminal justice 
system.
We could surmise, then, that 
some of the increase in 
reported female crime could 
be accounted for by these 
changes in official policies.

However, these sam e  
changes will mean that equal 
protection will increase, and 
that the often degrading and 
discriminatory treatment of 
women will decline.

We can speculate about 
other changes in sex roles and 
their impact on patterns of 
crime. For example, close to 
50 percent of all women 
participate in the labor for
ce, and increasing numbers 
a r e  p u r s u i n g  h i g h e r  
education. However, the 
majority of women still are 
employed in relatively low 
status clerical and service 
occupations and are not 
compensated for their labors 
commensurate with their 
training.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
women are increasingly in
volved in activities similar to 
those of men.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
Some social sc ien tists  

believe that expanded roles 
for women will influence the 
motivations and opportunities 
for female involvement in 
crime. Females will acquire 
aspirations, expectations and 
e x p e r i e n c e s  b e y o n d  
t radi t ional  r o l e s - b o t h  
legitimate and illegitimate.

Women will learn about the 
financial worid, firearms, 
physical force, and other 
heretofore exclusively male 
realms. Their move into a 
wider variety of occupational 
and social roles will provide 
the necessary settings and

opportunities for crimiii! 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  even tlil 
m otivation  and skills !,i 
v io len t crim e. However, thjsi 
c h a n g es  are bound to besloil

and will probably not result!
dramatic increases in ti 
female crime.

This means that ® 
women are so inclined t  
will not have to depend 
their relationships with rae 
to enter, participate, on 
their criminal activity.

In the future, then, we ca 
expect a gradual increase! 
female participation in 1 

wider range of criminal# 
tivities. At the same time 
our value system chant 
some predominantly femali 
crimes such as prostitutii 
p r o b a b l y  will k 
decriminalized.

Another long-term effect 1 
changing sex roles will be Hi 
increased proportions 1! 

women entering occupatioi 
in the criminal justki 
system. Already cities an 
hiring more policewomen 
more female lawyers aii 
practicing criminal law, an! 
women judges are becomiii 
less of a curiosity. Indeel 
these changes are becomiii 
so accepted that they an 
r e f l e c t e d  in televisioi 
programs such as “ P o i»  
Woman.”

The overall effect should It 
increased equality and dii 
process for both mem a«l 
women in the criminal justi« 
system.

The views expressed ii| 
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those of the authors only aiij 

do not necessarily reflKlj 
those of the University il| 
California, the fundii! 

agencies, or the participate! 
newspapers and colleges.

BOB'S 
JEWEL 
SHOP

The Place To 
Go For All Your 
Jewelry Needs!

MAIN ST. 
COLLEGE PLAZA


