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Dr. Blackburn -

chemist extraordinaire
By ELLEN A N Z A L O N E

W ith  all the  new exciting, faculty 
members a t  St.  A ndrew s,  we tend  to  
overlook the  achievem ents  o f  some 
o f  the  faculty  a lready  on  s taff; many 
o f  w hom  a re  still busy  pu rsu ing  their  
fields o f  s tudy  while teachng a t  St. 
Andrew s.  O ne  o f  these ou ts tand ing  
p r o f e s s o r s  is  D r .  T h o m a s  
Blackburn .

Dr. B lackburn  received his B.A . 
in C hem istry  f rom  C ar le ton  College 
in M inneso ta  a n d  went on  to  receive 
his P h .  D . in C hem istry  f rom  H a r 
vard. F ro m  1962 th ro u g h  1978, he 
taugh t a t  various  colleges such as 
C arle ton , Wellsley, and  H o b a r t  in 
New Y ork. It  was in  1978 th a t  Dr. 
B lackburn  was a w ard ed  the  M cGaw 
professorship  and  cam e to  St.  A n 
drews. His  fields o f  in terest are 
physical chem istry  the  investigation 
o f  the laws o f  physics in chemical 
fields, and  geochemistry ,  the  study 
o f  the chem istry  o f  p lane tary  en
v ironm ents.

Because o f  B la c k b u rn ’s s tudy in 
both  o f  these fields, he  was invited, 
in 1977, to  w o rk  on  the  M ars  pro ject  
at H a rv a rd .  U ntil  1976, no th ing  was 
know n a b o u t  the  env ironm en t  on 
any o the r  p lane t ou ts ide  o f  the 
E arth  T h e  first few expeditions to  
Mars were f ru itfu l ,  but it was no t  un 
til the m ore  recent Viking landings 
that m ore  a ccu ra te  results were ob 
tained. F o r  ins tance , it is m uch  col
der,  there  is m o re  sunshine, and  the 

years are  m u ch  longer th a n  those on 
earth . T he  Viking landers  were init- 
tially sent o u t  to  look  fo r  a lready ex
isting life fo rm s  on  m ars ,  a n d  to  test 
whether o r  n o t  life fo rm s  cou ld  exist 
in its env ironm en t .  F o r  exam ple,  it 
tested fo r  the  chang ing  C 0 2  and  the 
fixing o f  c a rb o n ,  as  in pho tosyn 
thesis.

After his initial work  a t  Harvard ,  
he was invited last sum m er to  work 

in H ouston  at the J o hnson  Space 
C enter testing the reaction o f  key 
chemicals  under a  simulated m artian  
environment.  The  results, you ask? 
Dr. B lackburn explains that with 
this new knowledge it will give scien
tists a  wider base o f  expecta tions for 
fu ture  trips to  Mars and  “ the more 
you unders tand abou t  planets  in 
general, the m ore  you unders tand 
abou t  the Earth  as a p lane t .”  

Outside his scientific att ributes.

Dr. B lackburn  is an  excellent cellist 
and  short  s tory writer. S tA ndrew sis  
fo r tunate  to have him on its s taff, 

and  the adm ira t ion  seems to  be 
mutua l.  Dr.  B lackburn  s tated that 
St. A ndrew s is the  nicest place he has 
ever w orked because the  students  
here a re  m ore  serious.  St. Andrews 
students  should  take  this as a true  
com plim ent coming from such an 
accomplished professor .  H ere ’s to  
you Dr. B lackburn , and  here’s to  St. 
Andrews.

Professor T om  Blackburn, a  prime example o f  interdiscip linary 
academics.

Sister Bernetta Quinn:

'*God*s own butterfly**
By KIM BECKNELL

“ Poe try  reveals the  world  within 
the w o r ld ,”  says Sis ter B ernet ta  
Q uinn, a  F ranc iscan  n u n  visit ing St.  
Andrews as a  p ro fesso r  o f  EngHsh. 
Sister B ernet ta,  the  critic, poet,  
s c h o la r ,  a n d  t e a c h e r ,  t e a c h e s  
M odern  Novel, E xpos ito ry  Prose ,  
SAGE, and  helps with the  G .I .S .  
p rogram . She is an  extremely busy 
person, w ho  has been  to  E u ro p e  five 
times, has taugh t  in J a p a n  and 
various places in the  U .S . ,  a n d  has 
published n u m e ro u s  b o o k s  a nd  
essays.

A few o f  he r  bo o k s  are: Randall 
Jarrell, Ezra Pound: An Introduc
tion to His Poetry, an d  To God  
Alone The Glory. A  beau t ifu l  ex am 
ple o f  her writing fo llows: “ I will ac 
cept you as the  sea acc e p ts /S n o w  
fa lling in to  its g ra y -g re e n  ex- 
panse/Till  there  is ne ither you n o r  I 
but w e /W ait ing  fo r  sun  to  d r ink  us 
back a g a in ,”

O f literary criticism. Sis ter B ernet
ta believes in m e ta m o rp h o s is  - “ the 
idea tha t  the  a u th o r ’s im agina t ion  
transforms w hat is in to  a vis ion o f  
what might be, an  ideal th ing 
somehow true r  th a n  the  ear th ly ,  the 
soul behind the  skull , the  swan in
side the d uc k l ing .”

She loved R anda l l  Jar re ll ,  with 
whom she co rresponded .  O f  him, 
she said, “ His  w hole  a p p ro a c h  was 

m etam orphic  - you get the  idea o f  
resurrection in his w ork .  I t ’s a way 
of facing d e a th .”  She w ro te  a  book  
on the subjec t .  The Metamorphic  
Tradition in Modern Poetry.

A wonderfu l  pe rso n  has  grow n 
out o f  trying times, as Sister B ernet

ta  has had a  paralyzed leg since she 
was a child. Unable  to  play with the 
o ther  children much, she was often 
found  reading in libraries.  She was 
b ro u g h t  up  with the C atho lic  
religion in her family, but never saw 
a  nu n  until after her high school 
graduation .  On G ood  Friday 1934, 
as she passed the Chapel o f  St. M ary  
o f  the Angels - Sister Quinn  says she 
felt “ an inspiration o f  the L o r d .”  

Faith is looking back and seeing a 
lot o f  wonderful things have hap
pened, and looking ahead with the

expectation o f  a lot more to come. 
The dangers and the joys didn ’t Just 
happen. A s we get older, we see the 
design more and more.

Sr. Q uinn

St. Andrews is honored  to have 
such an inspiring teacher am ongst 
us. William R uehlm ann (wri ter for 
Norfo lk ,  V a .’s Ledger Star) called 
her “ G o d ’s ow n bu tte rf ly .”  We 
welcome her to  the college.

•T h a n k s  to Ledger Star for in fo r 
mation*

ATTENTION! I 
S.A. ACTION LINE

D ear A ction  Line,
As a  new transfer  a t  St.  A ndrew s, 

I find the  mail system som ew hat 
lacking. N ot know ing  m any  people 
here, I en joy  getting mail  f rom  fam i
ly a n d  fr iends elsewhere. I was 
shocked to  discover that no  mail  is 
pu t in the boxes o n  Saturdays .  I f  the 
U.S. Mail d id n ’t deliver on  S a tu r 
days, 1 could unders tand  this. W hy 
does St.  A ndrew s not delivery? I 
k n o w  th a t  m a n y  s tu d en ts  get 
h o m e s i c k  a n d  t h a t  a n y  c o r -  
^espondence f rom  outside S .A. is

looked fo rw ard  to. h  there  anyway 
we can  in itiate changing o f  this p rac 
tice?

Signed a  Lonely S tuden t,  S.B.

A ction  Line will prin t  you r letter 
I f  you have a  request, p rob lem , o r  a 
s ta tem ent to  m ake, send it to  Box 
535 - Kim Becknell.  M aybe  if  it’s 
p r in ted ,  you 'l l  get som e action 
However,  we m ake  no  promises.  Go 
ahead  and  blow o f f  steam; it helps 
All letters a re  subject to  edit ing.

Strictly speaking,
language is changing

By SH A R O N  STANLEY

L a n g u a g e  is p e r h a p s  m a n ’s 
suprem e creation, supplying him 
with a  tool for unlimited com 
m u n ic a t io n .  H o w ev e r ,  c u r re n t ly  
overshadow ed by p opu la r  substi tu 
tions and severe a lterations o f  
words ,  this language has become, 
a c c o rd in g  to  E d w in  N e w m a n ,  
a u t h o r  o f  S tr ic t ly  S p e a k in g ,  
“ equ iva len t to  the  b a ck g ro u n d  
music  that incessantly encoraches on 
u s ”  (p. 30).

N e w m a n ’s o b s e r v a t i o n s  a re  
astu te,  hum orous ,  insightful,  and 
sometimes a  bit  depressing. His are 
com m ents  which indicate a c on 
fidence in past s tandards ,  encourage 
a  simplicity o f  com m unica t ion ,  and 
which a t tem p t to  raise the image of  
proper  English language above that 
o f  a  c lassroom  discipline.

Perhaps ,  though ,  the greatest 
value o f  N ew m an ’s observations  for 
this a u th o r  has been the con
sciousness I have gained o f  the  new 
language o f  L aurinburg ,  for even 
the St.  Andrews cam pus cannot 
escape the “ infla tionary  spira ls”  o f  
words.

G o n e  are  the simple  days o f  w alk 
ing to class. Now, instead, a s tudent 
m ay be viewed ju k in ’, b o o k in ’, 
cruis ing, b u m b l in g ,b o p p in ’, or,  for 
the  musically oriented, ro c k in ’ on 
across the  causewalk in antic ipation  
o f  hit ting the  books  to  com plete  his 
mega hom ew ork  assignments in 
D eTam ble  Library. G reeted  along 
his “ ro ad - tr ip ”  across the  causewalk  
by shouts  o f  “ H ey”  and  “ W h a t  it 
is !”  (hello is virtually obsolete), the 
s tuden t m ay quickly becom e ragged 
a nd  bum m ed  out as he contem plates  
his research paper ,  deciding instead 
to  blow it o ff ,  re tu rn  to  his do rm , 
pu t on  his pum ps and  go shoo t  hoop  
a t  the gym torelievehis  academ ic ten 
sions. “ H it  me with the  ba ll”  (a 
pa inful  p roposit ion!),  he yells to  his 
team m ate  as he fake.i his opponen t  
ou t  o f  his jo c k s t ra p  a nd  blows by 
him for a quick two.

Exhilirated by his exercise and 
defeat o f  the scabs ( incompetent 
players) o f  the o the r  team, his Bad

D ude (o r  Dudess, in the nam e o f  
equality) would  assuredly next walk 
to  the  C afe  and  proceed to grease 
and  m unch-ou t.  Following his d in 
ing, the studen t might desire to 
“ h ead ”  for the evening. However,  
depression sets in as he discovers 
that his f reak in ' jeans  are  all munk- 
ed up. (It should  be expla ined here 
that “ m u n k e d ”  is not in tended to  be 
a religious term descriptive o f  life 
w i t h i n  a m o n a s t e r y ,  b u l  is 
synonym ous  with the  ancient words 
" d i r t y ” , “ s p o i l e d " ,  o r  
“ m essed-up” ).

The  evening is salvaged, however, 
when the m an  discovers o ther  d a p 
per clothes hanging in his closet, and 
is rem inded o f  a Granville  blow-out 
(here , not a  punc tu red  rubber  tire) al 
which he will certainly becom e buzz
ed, sm ashed, floored, to rn  up, 
blasted , blitzed, ham m e red  up, 
plowed under ,  tota lly “ dees-tro id”  
a n d / o r  bo m b ed —a term  popula r  o n 
ly during  peace-time. This bridge 
party  is no  d isappo in tm ent,  for 
while there he does a  few drugs 
(what can you do  to them?),  gels 
s toned (an expression c o m m o n  to 
early C hristians.  . .what if people  
literally becam e petrif ied?) and then 
mellows ou t ,  flashing an  illegal smile 
as he f in ishes  his le f l -h a n d e d  
cigarette.

Exhausted  but very laid back, the 
college m an  collapses in his d o r 
mitory  cubicle in an tic ipa tion  o f  a 
baseball  cap  m orning .  Reflecting 
up o n  his active M arch  day, his 

th o u g h t 'a r e  filled only with sunshine 
as he dream s o f  Spr ing tim e 's  impen 
ding promises o f  catching  a few rays 
“ laying”  in the  sun (a w arm  sexual 
p a s t im e ? ? )  while enterta ined  by his 
musical yam box.

Dull ,  E d w in ?  D epersonalized ? 

T h r e a t e n i n g ?  Overused?
B a c k g ro u n d  m usic??  Yes, M r. 
N ew m an,  despite its gaiety  and 
spon tane i ty ,  language has im proper 
ly b lasted  its limits. But, well, like. . 
.strictly speaking, in the terms o f  
America--you know  what I mean, 
you know how it goes. But th a t ’s 
life, man!!

Farago near completion

Sister Bernetta  Q uinn  adds  life to  St. Andrews.

By SH A R O N  STANLEY

Farrago  will have a  new a p 
pearance  very soon, thanks to  J o r 
do n  C o n s t ru c t io n  C o m p a n y  o f  
Lau rinbu rg  a nd  the  St.  Andrews 
m ain tenance  depar tm en t  which have 
w o r k e d  s in c e  m i d - A u g u s t  to  
renovate  the  cam pus  social building. 
Acting up o n  recom m endations  from 
the college’s Long Range P lanning 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  u s in g  m o n e y  
.donated by the  college’s R enova 
tions Fund, the construct ion  and 
m ain tenance  crews have recently 
pa in ted  F a r ra g o ’s floor,  added Ver
m ont w ooden siding to  the  outside 
o f  the building, and moved existing 
equipm ent from  the old Red Lion 
snack bar  to  fo rm  a short-o rder  k it
chen to  be opera ted  by S A G A  food 
service.

Also, an addit iona l res troom  has 
been  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  th e  o r ig in a l  
re s troom  has been converted  in to  a 
single a rea ,  and  bo th  ba th room s 
have been supplied with new vinyl 
f l o o r  c o v e r in g .  E a c h  o f  th e

b a th ro o m s  now have wider openings 

for wheelchair students,  and  a con 
crete  en trance  ram p  and  pa t io  have 
been constructed  to increase the  ac- 
cessabil ily o f  the facility. Finally, a 
new large film screen has been pu r 
chased, and  25 cafeter ia  tables and 
100 chairs have been bought  to  fu r 
nish the building.

A c c o rd in g  to  P a rk s  M ullis ,  
superin tendent o f  Jo rd o n  C ons truc 
tion, ihe pro ject  is finished except 
for exterior tr im pain ting  and  m inor 
wiring to  be com pleted  by the St. 
A ndrew s s taff .  H e  adm itted  that he 
had “ never seen a building that col
o r ”  before ,  and  that the renovated 
building is “ quite  an  im provem en t”  
from  ils previous condit ion .

Dean R obert  B .C lay to r  s tated that 
considerations  are  currently  being 
m ade  for fu tu re  expansion  o f  the 
building to increase ils present 240 
person capacity ,  a nd  to convert the 
side room  in to  a video gam e center 
for s tudents.


