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Orange, Meek: A Contrast in Living
By PHILLIP LEIST and 
CHRISTY WILLIAMS

U po n  en tering  the  d o rm , I 

was aw estruck! 1 c o u ld n ’t 

believe a  college could  be like 
this. W all-to-w all carpeting , 

e x p e n s i v e  f u r n i t u r e ,  a  

fireplace to  m arvel a t  and  

even ro o m  fo r  a  k itchenette. 

1 questioned  m y  local. W as

this Versailles? As I con­
tinued my tour through the 

rem ainder o f the dorm , I was 

impressed by the brand  new 

furniture  in each lounge, the 
sparkling bathroom s and *he 

newly painted  walls. W ould 

all the dorm s be like this? My 
question was soon answered 
when I entered Mecklenburg.

A l th o u g h  M e c k le n b u rg

O range d o rm ’s renovation .

was only a “ stones throw 
aw ay”  it certainly felt like I 
had entered another dim en­

sion. As soon as I entered, I 
encountered cold, dingy tiles, 

bare-bulbed lights, rem nants 
o f  what used to be furniture, 
and plenty o f room  for a 
fireplace and kitchenette, but 

none were to  be found. As I 

proceeded up the stairs, I was 
ru d e ly  c o n f r o n te d  w ith  
dilapidated stair m ats before 
being astonished a t  the sight 
o f the suite lounges which 
would have been better o ff  
bare walled and  void o f fu r­

niture. As I entered one of 
the bathroom s my first im ­
pression was to  run , out o f  ‘ 

curiousity and  courage only 
did I proceed in for a 

“ closer”  look. There was 
mold on the shower floor, 

the sinks were stained and 
upo n  flushing a  toilet I was 

given a shower by the je t o f  
w ater tha t came protruding 

from  the handle. I returned

to  my parents in a state of 
shock. They o f  course failed 
to  com prehend  my dilemma- 
They had only been exposed 
to  “ the Pa lace”  - O range 

Hall:
The sum m er plans includ­

ed creating a m odel do rm . 
O range is certainly represen­

tative o f  this concept. T he 
“ only”  difference between

this d o rm  and  other do rm s is 
th a t O ran ge’s renovation  in ­
cluded wall-to-wall carpeting 
in to  the m ain  lounge, a 
fireplace aiid plans for a k it­
ch en e t te .  “ It seem ed as 
though  m ore could be done 
with O range to  m ake it more 
a ttrac tive ,”  said Je rry  Sur­
face o f  the Business O ffice, 
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Meek d o rm ’s lack o f  renovation

Pitts Talks on Presidential Experiences
T '.i  1. /--  came dow n and  to o k  a b o u t  the early years o f  my

By BILLY TURNER
D onald  P it ts ,  re tired  from  

the a rm y  w ith  tw enty-eight 

y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  w a s  
e m p lo y e d  b y  A m e r i c a n  

T elephone an d  T e leg raph  

C om pany as a  rad io  super­

visor a t  the  W hite  H o use  for 

forty-six years. T his week at 
St. A ndrew s he recap tured  

his m em ories fro m  his stint 

as a co m m u n ica tio ns  expert.

P itts  spen t forty-five years 

enveloped in the  chaotic  en­
v ironm ent o f  W ash ing ton , 

during w hich he served under 

eight pres iden tia l occupants 

r a n g i n g  f r o m  C a l v i n  

Coolidge to  R ichard  N ixon.

D uring the initial part o f  

his oral presentation, which 

d e p i c t e d  h i s  v i r t u a l  
kaleidoscope o f  presidential 

rem em brances, he expressed 
h is  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  th e  

derogatory  books tha t are 

being published today abou t 

past presidents.

P itts  la ter said tha t the 

first question tha t he is usual­

ly asked is, “ H ow  did you 
ever get in to  this crazy jo b  in 

the first p lace?”  T o  which he 
rep lied  ra th e r  am usingly , 

“ Back in the early days of 

the te lephone com pany, the 
long line departm ent o f the 
A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e

T e leg raph  C o m p a n y  was 
p r i m a r i l y  a  t e l e g r a p h  

system .”  “ D uring this time, 
they were jus t beginning to 
experiment with amplifiers 

on telephone circuits.”

“This summer job  lasted

fo r 47 years. ”

“ I had always been in­
terested in radio  and in 1919 

was enrolled in a technical 
school,”  Pitts said. “ The top 
heads o f  com m unications 
n e tw ork s  in W a sh in g to n .

came dow n and  to o k  a b o u t 

the top  th ird  o f  ou r  class and  
o ffered  us jo bs  fo r the  sum ­

m e r .”
“ This sum m er jo b  lasted 

forty-seven y ea rs .”  A fte r  

this explanation , P itts  gave 
some backg ro un d  on  b ro a d ­
casting. H e  said in the early 
days o f broadcasting , m ost 
cities had  very limited com ­
m unications range. T hen  he 
told now som eone had  the 

idea th a t  if  they could con ­
nect the  com m unication  sta ­

tions in the big cities, com ­
m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k s  
a ro u n d  the country  w ould 

thrive.
P itts  la ter said, “ D uring

the early years o f  my nareer, 

all a person h ad  to  do  to  call 
the Pres iden t was to  look up 
the num ber in the directory 
an d  get th ro u g h  to  the 

o p e ra to r .  T o day , th is  is 
un hea rd  o f .”

P it ts  then  began a run 

th ro u g h  o f  the Presidents he 
had  w orked under. This part 

o f  his p resen ta tion  yielded 

his best liked P re s id e n ts : 
H e rb e r t  H o o v e r ,  D w igh t 
E isenhow er, and  Jo h n  Ken­

nedy. His least liked presi­
den t was L yndon  B. Joh nso n  
due, in part ,  to  his suspicious 

na ture . H e explained by say­
ing, “ R ight after  K ennedy’s 
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Global Glance
A m e r ic a n ,  I t a l i a n  a n d  

French tro op s  have been 
ordered  back  to  Beirut to 

help resto re  o rde r  a f te r  the 

m assacre o f  several hundred  

Palestin ians in  a  refugee 
cam p in  B eiru t. Several fac ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  L e b a n e s e  

p o p u la tio n  are  b lam ing  each 

other. Israel has  been criticiz­

ed by the U .S . fo r allowing 

the killers to  en te r the cam p

w ithout question.
Senator Jesse Helms was 

dealt ano ther defeat in the 

Senate when his two propos­
ed am endm ents were tabled 

th e  S e n a te .  H e l m ’s 
-N .C .)  a m en d m en ts ,  

proposed prayer in 

school and  abolition o f  abor­

tion , were tabled by a suc­
cessful filibuster by p ro ­

ab o rtio n  Senators.

in  

(R ep . 
which

The professional football 

p layer’s strike becam e a 
r e a l i t y  o n  T u e s d a y ,  
Septem ber 21, when the 
p lay e rs  a n n o u n c e d  th e ir  

strike when the owners refus­
ed to  negotiate the players 
p roposed plan tha t asked t h e , j 
owners to  give the players 
55 0/0  o f  the gate receipts 

received from  the games.
D onald  Pifts


