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How Sanctuary Works
By EMILY POU KENNEDY

This article will answ er som e ques

tions about h o w  Individuals from  

Central A m erica  find refuge or sanc

tuary in U .S . churches.

M aryknoll sisters and m any  hum an  

rights workers have w o rke d  in the  

w ar-torn areas of Central A m erica  

and have them selves suffered at 

tim es by g o vernm en t troops w h o  

called them  com m unists . For most 

people in these countries, just

feeding their families is all they have  

tim e  to do. A  fe w  of th e  families live 

under life-threatening conditions.

In El Salvador, G u atem ala , the 

Catholic Church and other relief 

agencies house peop le  w h o  have lost 

their hom es and fam ily  m em bers . 

M o st o f the  losses in these countries 

are caused by forced relocation, 

go vernm en t repression and civil 

strife. Unable to return ho m e these

refugees turn n o rthw ard  to  M e x ic o ,  

the U .S ., and C anada . T h e  cond itions  

in the  ov erc ro w d e d  M e x ica n  re fu gee  

cam p s have for years b een  c o n 

sidered horrid by the  U nited  N ations  

High C om m ission  for R e fu gees , so 

refugees generally  look b e yo n d  M e x 

ico to  the  U .S . and Canada.

M ex ican  and C anadian officials  

recognize these peop le  as po litically  

persecuted refugees. T h e  U n ited  

States, w h ich  provides financial s u p 

port for these nations, classifies  

these people as ec ono m ic  re fu gees .  

Econom ic re fugees im rn jg rB ^ in

"M ttt foRct m  U.S. TO CHOOS6 BEraeau secuRiTy m> huwmi rasvns—
th6s& t>K/§ m aist m  atpose h m  ri6hts.,«"

order to  im p ro v e  th e ir  pe rsona l 

e c o n o m ic  s itua tion  a n d  are  not  

g ra n te d  political a s y ly m . In th e  U .S . ,  

C entra l A m e r ic a n  re fu g e e s  w h o  c a n 

no t " p r o v e "  a " le g i t im a te  fe a r  of 

pers ecu tio n  u p o n  re tu rn  to their  

c o u n try "  are  e ith er  im p r is o n e d  as il

legal a liens or d e p o r te d  b a c k  to  C e n 

tral A m e r ic a .  T h is  is w h e r e  th e  s a n c 

tu a ry  m o v e m e n t  c o m e s  in.

O n c e  a pers o n  is a c c e p te d  for 

s anctuary , p h o n e  calls a re  m a d e  

aro u n d  th e  U .S .  R e fu g e e s  m a y  travel  

b y n igh t f ro m  o n e  h o m e  to  th e  next  

for w e e k s  or m o n th s  b e fo re  th ey  

cross th e  b o rd er. F ro m  th e  t im e  th ey  

e n te r  th e  U .S . ,  th e y  are  s h e lte re d  by  

c o n c e rn e d  fa m il ie s  or c h u rc h e s  until 

a " re a l"  h o m e  m a y  b e  fo u n d  for 

th e m .

M a n y  d e n o m in a t io n s  h a v e  a p p r o v 

ed " s a n c tu a ry "  s ta tu s . T h a t  m e a n s  a 

c o n g re g a tio n  is w il l in g  to  a c c e p t  im 

p r is o n m e n t fo r sh e lte r in g  an  illegal 

alien. La te ly , c o n g re g a t io n s  have  

b e en  p lay in g  ho st to  re fu g e e s  w ith in  

w e e k s  of a d o p t in g  s a n c tu a ry  status.

O n ce  a h o m e  is fo u n d ,  the  in

d iv idual or fa m ily  trave ls  to  th a t  ch u r

ch. A  ro o m  is p r o v id e d .  S in c e  th ey  

are there  illegally , th e y  risk d e p o r ta 

tion or im p r is o n m e n t  if th e y  v e n tu re  

o u t o f doors . In s o m e  churches  

w h e re  parish ioners  a re  hostile , the 

re fu g ee s  a s s u m e  fa lse  iden tit ies  to 

protect th e m s e lv e s  a n d  surviving  

fam ily  m e m b e rs .

W i th  the  risk, th e  c h u rc h  be co m es  

responsib le  fo r s u p p o r t in g  this in

d iv idual or fa m ily  until o n e  of three  

th ings ha p p en s : C a n a d a  accepts

th e m  as re fu g e e s , th e  U .S .  g o vern 

m e n t  en te rs  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  seizes 

th e m , or th e ir  h o m e  country  

b e c o m e s  sa fe  e n o u g h  to  re tu rn .

Capital Punishment Sends Mixed Signals
A t 2:11 a .m . on Friday, S ept. 19, John Rook becam e the third person to 

die in North Carolina's death  ch am ber since the death penalty w as  

reinstated by the  U. S. S u p re m e  Court in 1976 . H e  fo llow ed V e lm a  Barfield 

and Ja m es  H utchins w h o  w e re  executed  in 1984.

A t  2 a .m . Rook had been injected w ith  sodium  pentathol w hich w as  

fo llow ed  at 2 :05  w ith  Pavulon, a m uscle relaxant, and John Rook's heart 
w a s  s topped forever.

A b o u t  50  de a th  pe n a lty  su pporters  cheered , laughed and chanted  

" N a  na na na, hey, hey, hey, g o o d -b y e "  w h ile  150 persons w h o  o p po s

ed th e  de a th  p e n a lty  lit candles an d  sang " W e  Shall O v e rc o m e " .  I w as  

un ab le  to  m a k e  th e  trip to  C entra l Prison in Raleigh b u t th ere  w as  at 

least o n e  cand le  bu rn ing  on th e  S t. A n d re w s  cam p us. I be lieve, as 

m a n y  o th ers  do , th a t no one, n o t even  th e  S ta te ,  has th e  right to  take  
a n o th er  h u m a n  life.

P erh aps  the  Rook case is not the  best on w hich to  debate  the  death  

penalty. If ever there w as  a senseless crim e, it w as the m urder nf Anno

M a r i 2 ^ T 9 8 0  ^ h e  ^ center parking lot on
M a y  12, 1 9 8 0 ^ T h e  Raleigh nurse w as  raped, beaten w ith  a tire iron stabb-

w ith  a fishing knife and run over w ith  a borrow ed car M edica l in 

vestigators reported that it m ay  have taken A nn  M arie  Roche up to  2A 
hours to  die from  loss of blood. P °

M a y b e  it is the  sheer v io lence o f the  crime that m akes it pasv fnr 

to  accept the  death  of Jo hn Rook. But the m anner in a  m

Roche w as  killed tells only half th e  story.

T h e  people w h o  laughed and cheered ac ir,hn d  i

preferred to overlook his violent childhood M o st o f them^^  

not vic tim s of the physical and em otionaTabuse t a f  John R n n f  
w e re  not beaten until th ey  bled Their f e th l  7  

b e co m e stone drunk on liquor and beer. Perhaos t h ^ r  

pu berty  to experim ent w ith  such druas as m a ' ^'^til after

m ushroom s, cocaine, am p h eta m in es  and heroine M ^ h e  t v e T ^ " " ' "  
tional stability that a llo w ed  th em  to cheer and lai.nh 1  

. e p ,

stitutes, as Jo hn Rook did.

"I do think th at's  w h a t  caused th e  d e a th  o f  A n n  M a r ie  R o c h e  a n d  Jo h n  

R ook,"  said J. Frank Jo h n so n  in a rep o rt  b y  th e  R a le igh  N e w s  and  

Observer on S e p te m b e r  20 . Jo h n so n , w h o  w a s  R o o k 's  d e fe n s e  a t to rn e y  in 

1980 , w a s  referring to  th e  history of m en ta l instab ility , d ru g  a n d  child  

abuse, w h ich  characterized the  c o n v ic ted  killer.

Killing him  is using v io lence to  s h o w  v io le n t k ids  th e y  s h o u ld n 't  be  

v io len t,"  said Isabel Day, V ice  P resident o f N o r th  C aro lin ian s  A g a in s t  the  

D eath  Penalty and a M e c k le n b u rg  C o u n ty  public  d e fe n d e r .  " I t 's  th e  m o s t  

 ̂ heard of. In d ee d . H o w  can w e  te a c h  y o u n g  p e o p le  
that killing is w ro n g  and then  turn arou nd  a n d  kill th e  killers?

D urham  resident Randall B. K lett, an  ho ur a fte r  R o o k 's  e x e c u t io n ,  sat 

staring at the  candle flickering in his hand . "I h u rt ,"  h e  sa id , " b e c a u s e  th ere  

w e re  hu m an beings cheering the  d e a th  o f a n o th e r  h u m a n  b e in g ."

at type  of a ttitude w a s  popu lar in first c e n tu ry  R o m e  b u t  I e x p e c t  

niore o a m odern  society. Randall K lett w a s  s tu n n e d ,  as I w a s ,  th a t  th e

i ° l  I 'u '' J o h n  R o o k  e x c e p t  in jec t h im
w ith  lethal chem icals.
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