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Closed Doors A Battlefield?

To The Editor:;
St. Andrews: “The Jigsaw Puzzle”
Science vs. Business
Academics vs. Athletics
Group Gathering vs. Individuali-
zation

Who wins? Who loses? Who re-

ally gives a damn?

St. Andrews, the liberal arts insti-
tution of Laurinburg, is once again engaged
in silent controversy. The fighting goes on
not in the open with student voices, but
rather behind the wooden doors of our ad-
ministration and faculty. Itisa war, down-
right dirty and even ugly. The battle lines
are drawn, the leaders and players of both
sides are assembled. As the battle draws
near, bantering and provocation canclearly
be seen. What awaits is the victor and to
him go the spoils of war and money.

The change is evident, and anew
Caesarridesin. Whatisourcourse, ournew
direction?

The stagnation of campus activi-
ties and student gatherings compared to

previous years can clearly be seen by those
students who have beerrat St. Andrews for
afew years. To you upcoming graduates
I urge you to voice your opinions and
open the faculty’s eyestolegitimate ideas:
mock protests, woodstock party, and
studentrallies. Anything to getlife back on
this campus.

Another problem we as students
face is the effect of our grievances against
the administration. Too long have we
voiced our opinions and essentially nothing
has been done. Inessence, if our aims are
not heard and complied with, then what is
the purpose of student government? Give
us a break and listen to our pleas for im-
provements, security, and ideas, rather
than hear us as a bunch of cry-babies. WE,
the students, are the body of this institution.
To eliminate our voices and concerns is
irrational.

So, to the 800 or so students who
attend here, Iask youtogetinvolved and get
motivated!

Lane Moore

n Censorship Rears Its Ugly Head

Laurinburg Not Nazi Germany

Fellow Students,

Recently around campus, fliers
wereposted that stated that 2 outof every 10
SAPC students are Gay/Bisexual. Within
one day all of them had been torn down.

Censorship is an ugly thing and I
am sorry to find it here at this institute of
higher learning. Every member of the
student body has the right to their own
opinions. In The Saltire, under the
section about student rights and
responsibilities, it says, “Members of the
academic community and college organi-
zation should be free to examine and
discuss all questions of interest to them,
and to express opinions publicly and pri-
vately.” Perhaps those there who fear free
expression should also take alook at the

To the one who blotted out this quote on
the graffiti wall, Monday, April 18:

“Instead of hating the people you
think are warmakers, hate the appetites and
the disorder in your own soul, which are the
causes of war.” Thomas Merton

That statement means a lot to me
because it is so applicable to any situation
in which one finds people and their actions
offensive. For this reason, I was puzzled to
find that the quote itself was offensive to
someone, and I would like to know why.

Merton’s message says that one
should not hate people, butthe desires and
confusions which exist in all of us and
ultimately create conflict, and sometimes
war,

First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.

This is Laurinburg, North Caro-
lina in the United States of America — not
Nazi Germany. Are we not here to open
ourselves to new ideas and concepts, to
learn about different things? Just because
you disagree with something, doesn’t give
you the right to remove it and make others
incapable of forming their own informed
opinions. As a distinguished legislator
once remarked, I may disagree with what
you are saying, but I'll defend to the death
your right to say it.”

Let’s hear it for democracy!

Thank you,

Mary Griggs

Merton: Appetites And Disorder

Cannot we accept the people who
have been raised to view war as a justifiable
method of conflict resolution, even if we
find their actions objectionable?

Thomas Merton, who was a Trap-
pist, would never have condoned for the
sake of war. No-one should. However, no-
one has the right to condemn their fellow
human beings because they have different
values. Go on and hate the “appetites and
disorder” and try to resolve your own
conflicts peacefully and -maturely, but
look beyond the people and their actions
and see their humanity.

Christina Sabia
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