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Should you feel safe walking the walk by yourself^
L . Q „ 7v n  Smith th a n  /  th o u g h t ,  a h n u t  c / v  r , r \  fU/N __  I< .. ^ ^ifSusyn Smith

I've been w arned m any  

limes by people c o n c e r n e d  

about my safety that w a lk ing
across the walk is not a  g o o d

idea if y o u ’re f e m a le  a n d  
miking at night. P eople te ll  

m this very seriously, som e-  

lims even adding that there  

m tv o  assaults on the w alk

kstyear .
I was thinking abou t the  

assaults one night as I  cam e  

creeping out o f  the Lance  of- 

fu  around four in the m o rn 

ing,  ! heard footsteps a n d  a 

rattle of keys as som eone w ho  

ms walking down the  h a ll  

around the corner drew closer  

and closer. S om eone  w as  

coming! A nd  it w as th e  

miMk of the night a n d  I  was 

alone and female!
I pictured an evil n in ja  

vkose hobby was sn e a k in g  

into small Southern lib e ra l  

arts schools and m aking  o f f  

mih female f r e s h m e n .  I  

slipped over against the wall, 

md slowly peeked around  the  

corner.

"Ack!  ”

/ jumped back, startled.

So did my mysterious aggres

sor, who had been a lot closer

'lought, a b o u t  s ix  
inches fr o m  me. It wai my 
adviser.

"U h...H i P a m ..."

U m ...hello  S u zyn ." 

fVe laughed  about it, but 
it s t i l l  bo the red  me. I  used to 

a n s w e r  p h o n e s  a t my 

M o t h e r ’s  office , a m inority  

h o u s in g  p ro je c t  in a neigh 

b o r h o o d  so  b a d  th a t  she  

w o u ld n ’t le t m e buy anything  

f r o m  the  ice cream man be

cause  he so ld  “more than ice 

cream . ” I  wasn ’t scared at 

all. It ju s t  never occurred.

Yet w hen  a coup le  o f  

p e o p le  te ll m e rumors about 

assaults  on the walk, I  'm sud

d e n l y  a f r a i d  o f  m y ow n  

shadow . A n d  my own adviser.

H o w  se r io u s ly  sh o u ld  

s tu d en ts  take warnings about 

crim e a t St. Andrew s?

“ V ery seriously” Cam

pus Police ch ie f  Eric Gibson 

says . “ I ’m cynica l,  but i t ’s 
been m y experience that it’s 

no t safe for anyone to walk 

anyw here  a lone.”

E v en  as recen tly  as a 

couple  o f  years ago, St. An

d rew s was very safe. “ I was 

h e re  fo r  tw o  y ears  and we 

never had any real problems

on the causewalk” ex-SAPC 

police officer Brian Maloney 

sa id ,  “ We had som e guys 

p ush ing  and shoving  each 

other around every once in 

awhile, but females? No.”

St. A ndrew s students 
have felt safe crossing the 

walk since the walk existed, 

but times are changing and 

small towns like Laurinburg 

are increasingly affected by 

violence. Last year there were 

two assaults on the St. An

drews campus by an uniden

tified assailant who was never 

caught. One assault took 

place on the residential side of 

the lake by the wall at 2:00am 

and the other at twilight on 

“ the  cam pus r u n ” a path 

through the woods frequented 

by the track team. The vic

tims o f  both assaults escaped 

without serious physical in

ju ry ,  but it was clear that 

times have changed.
“I have no qualms about 

crossing the causewalk, but I 

get to take a gun to work,” 

Gibson said.

The rumors about ex

actly what has happened on 

the causewalk in the past have 

made the issue all the more

If you’re going to walk the walk late 

at night, be smart...
Go in a group

Wait until several people are crossing together and walk with them. 

There’s safety in numbers.

Stay near the lights
Try to walk in w ell lit agreas. It would be difficult to see someone 

hidden in the bushes near the darker comers o f the walk.

Be alert.
Keep your eyes open for anything suspicious,

If you see something suspicious, go to a well-lit 

area immediately.
Go back to the buldings and call campus police for an escort.

confusing. Two years ago, a 

couple o f  girls allegedly faked 

assaults in an attempt to keep 

their boyfriends from leaving 

Laurinburg after graduation. 
Neither remains on campus, 
but that story is often mixed 

up with rumors about what 

happened last year as well as 

some alleged assaults during 
Ganza some time ago.

Rumors aside, the truth 
is that students don’t have to 

live in fear as long as they are

careful. The campus police 

offer escorts to anyone who 

wishes to cross the lake, es

pecially in the middle o f  the 

night. They also recommend 

taking such steps as traveling 
in groups and staying alert.

“ Y ou  s h o u l d n ’t be 
scared ,” M aloney says “but 
you should be aw are.”

A n d fo r  goodness sakes, 
d o n ’t startle your  adviser like 
that...

Wald s corner
For various reasons 1 was skeptical and yet 

at the same time very intrigued to take the oppor- 

mnity to write this last minute addition to the Lance, 
My reaction was tentative from the start because 

I’ve never written a column for the paper before, 

and because I was not sure o f  the reaction my 

thoughts would receive. In the end, my enthusi

asm overcame the doubt and now all you lucky St. 

Andrews students can read the first and maybe the 
last installation of Wald’s Comer.

The topic I would like to speak my mind 
about is happiness, the feeling o f  contentment that 
just holds a smile to your face. That’s right, hap

piness. What did you think I was going to write 
about? The internet? The soccer team?

Nope, just something simple. Happiness. 
What it takes for you to feel good about yourself 

And the key word in that sentence is “ you .” 
You...you,..you...

If “you” need to play baseball to feel happy, 

then get your butt out to the sandlot and play some 

ball. If  “you” need to write to brighten your day, 
pick up a pen. If  “you” need to spend time with 

someone special to be content, then be with them 

day and night.

You know what makes you happy, so go 
ahead and grab it. Who cares what people think? 

People think too much as it is. Maybe if people 

stopped caring so much about what everyone else 

was doing, they could find the true happiness in 

their lives. Live life to the fullest every day, be
cause you will never know when your clock will 

stop ticking. In the words o f  the Lizard King him

self, Jim Morrison, “I’m getting my kicks before 

the whole house goes up in flames.” All right, all 

right, some words o f  wisdom, and I ’m out like 

shout.
-Matt Saurwald


